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Housing Authority Embraces Live Well Allegheny by Going Smoke Free 
 
 
PITTSBURGH – The Allegheny County Housing Authority, along with the Allegheny County Health 
Department, announced today that the Authority has embraced the Live Well Allegheny campaign by 
designating five of its sites as smoke-free sites beginning this past Wednesday, October 1, 2014. The 
announcement means that 330 units within the housing stock of the Housing Authority have been 
designated as non-smoking. 
 
“The Housing Authority’s mission is to provide decent, safe and sanitary housing for families and 
individuals in Allegheny County, and to change the traditional face of public housing,” said Frank Aggazio, 
Executive Director of the Allegheny County Housing Authority. “Adopting a smoke-free policy in our 
facilities improves our residents’ health and also allows the Authority to keep its investments in good 
condition. While the number of smokers in Allegheny County remains higher than average, we also know 
that 70% of those who smoke, want to quit and this policy can help with that goal.” 
 
In the past twelve years, the Authority has had three fires with damages exceeding $1 million dollars. The 
cause of each fire was careless smoking. During one fire, there was a loss of life. The Authority has also 
determined that it costs twice as much to clean and paint a smokers unit versus a non-smoker’s unit 
when it is vacated. 
 
The Live Well Allegheny campaign is aimed at improving the health and well-being of county residents, 
with an ultimate goal of having a healthier county. Working along with Tobacco Free Allegheny, the 
campaign is encouraging property owners and managers to implement a smoke-free policy.  
 
“Since its launch in January, we’ve talked about the Live Well Allegheny campaign being a coordinated, 
local effort,” said Dr. Karen A. Hacker, Director of the Allegheny County Health Department. “Having the 
investment and commitment of the Housing Authority in this smoke-free policy is a great first step. We 
know that smoking can be a contributor to obesity, and going smoke free moves us in the direction of 
addressing obesity prevention and physical activity. I hope that other housing communities in the County 
follow the example of the Housing Authority.” 
 
In Allegheny County, 23% of those over the age of 18 are smokers and, of those, more than 40% of 
smokers make less than $15,000 annually. In addition, 35% of African Americans are smokers, compared 
to 22% of whites. The impact of smoke-free policies in housing is even greater than just reducing 
smoking. Exposure to second hand smoke is a known contributor to excessive morbidity and mortality. 
For non-smoking adults, second hand smoke is known to increase the risk for cardiovascular events and 
cancer. Children are also impacted; second hand smoke is a significant contributor to asthma, sudden 
infant death syndrome, bronchitis, and otitis media.  
 
“I’m proud that so many organizations and individuals have reached out to work along with the County on 
the Live Well Allegheny campaign. Together, we can take real steps to prevent obesity and promote 
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physical activity, making our community healthier and happier,” said County Executive Rich Fitzgerald. 
“Designating these units as non-smoking is just the start of how the Housing Authority and other 
organizations within our county can play a part in improving the health of our residents.” 
 
Tobacco Free Allegheny has online resources available for property owners and managers that may be 
considering following suit, including information on “How to Implement a Smoke Free Policy” and 
information specific to Property Managers and Landlords. 
 
The five smoke-free Allegheny County Housing Authority sites are:  Andrew Carnegie Apts., 514 Lydia 
Street, Carnegie (19 units); G. W. Carver Hall, 565 Reed Street, Clairton (76 units); John Fraser Hall, 500 
Hunter Street, Turtle Creek (68 units); Ohioview Tower, 250 Jefferson Drive, McKees Rocks (60 units); 
and West Mifflin Manor, 2400 Sharp Avenue, West Mifflin (107 units). 
 
For more information on the Live Well Allegheny campaign, visit www.LiveWellAllegheny.com.  
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