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County Health Department Announces Breastfeeding Friendly Place Awards 

Public Place and Workplace Recognized for Their Welcoming & Supportive Environments 

 
PITTSBURGH – To commemorate World Breastfeeding Week, August 1-7, the Allegheny County Health 
Department today announced the winners of its 19

th
 annual Breastfeeding Friendly Place Awards, which 

recognize workplaces, public places and other sites away from home that make an extra effort to 
accommodate breastfeeding mothers.   

 
Honored in the workplace category is Shuman Juvenile Detention Center in Pittsburgh’s East End and in 
the public place category the East End Assembly of God Church in Bloomfield.   

 
The longer a baby is breastfed the greater the health benefits, yet surveys have found that only 49% of 
babies nationwide and 43% in Pennsylvania are breastfed for six months or longer.  Making places 
outside the home more breastfeeding friendly encourages women to breastfeed longer and as a result 
babies and moms derive greater health benefits.        

 
Breastfeeding friendly workplaces are also good for business, since breastfed babies are less likely to get 
sick in childhood and that means lower absentee rates for working parents due to a child’s illness. 
 
Shuman Center has demonstrated a strong commitment to breastfeeding staff as well as detained moms 
by offering a clean, private room with a comfortable chair, sink, counter top and storage space for breast 
pumps.  Caring staff is very supportive of the young women who pump breast milk for their babies.      
 
East End Assembly of God Church offers three locations for nursing moms.  The main room, off the 
worship area, has two comfortable chairs with footstools, an end table, storage space, a mirror, hand 
sanitizer and a refrigerator is available in the kitchen.  A small cloak room on the same floor with a rocker 
and end table also may be used to calm a baby. The third location, in the church basement, has a private 
area where a mom can nurse while watching her older children play through a one-way mirror.    
 
Instituted as the Breastfeeding Friendly Workplace Awards, the awards were later expanded to include all 
places offering a supportive attitude and environment that make it easier to breastfeed away from home. 
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