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The Problem

Prescription painkiller overdoses killed over 17,000 people in the US in 2015.  
This is more than 4 times the 4,000 people killed by these drugs in 1999.

2008-2011: Average of 1.1 million emergency department visits per year for drug 
poisoning.

Nonmedical use of prescription painkillers costs health insurers up to $72.5 billion 
annually in direct health care costs.



U.S Opioid Overdoses 2000-2014

.





Source:  NYTimes, Jan 2016



Facts

Overdoses in PA have increased substantially

Statewide, overdoses have surpassed MVAs as leading cause of injury 
death 

Mainly impacting white males (69%), aged 20-50

The majority of overdoses in Allegheny County involved opioids



What Caused The Epidemic?

Drastic increases in the number of prescriptions written and 
dispensed 

Greater social acceptability for using medications for different 
purposes 

Aggressive marketing by pharmaceutical companies of new long 
acting pain killers

High addictive potential of pain killers

Cheap cost of Heroin

Entry of Fentanyl and its derivatives





Reason for Using Prescription Drugs (Teens) PATS Attitude Tracking Study: 2005, 2008, 2012, 2013



Purity is increasing, price is decreasing, 

Fentanyl Arrived



Trends in Opioid Overdose 2008-2016 Allegheny County
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Type of Opioid Contributing to Overdose 2008-2016 Allegheny County
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ACHD-County Health Department

DHS-Health and Human Services

Medical Examiner

US Attorney

Institute of Politics (IOP)

Health Care and Treatment Provider community

State Policy

• Prescription monitoring program

• Limiting supply in ED

• Standing order for Naloxone

• Treatment-Centers of Excellence

Allegheny Context of Multiple Stakeholders



A Critical Partnership



ACHD

• Naloxone access

• Surveillance

• Education

• Health Care

• Community level work

Departmental and Joint Actions

DHS

• Treatment providers (MAT)

• Data analytics

• Internal Education

• Jail Programming

Joint Activities

Overdose Report

Educational Efforts

Policy Work


