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Government Review Commission of Allegheny County 

 
Minutes: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 

8:36 a.m. – 9:41 a.m. 
Conference Room #1, County Courthouse 

 
 

1. Call to Order at 8:36 a.m. 
 

2. Roll Call: After the roll call, it was noted that all members attended the 
meeting. 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance  

 
4. Approval of the Minutes:  After a motion by Arhanda Oliphant  and a 

second by Andrea Gerharty, the minutes from April 30 meeting were 
unanimously approved 

 
5. Public Comment: No public comment occurred 

 
6. Remarks by the Chair 

 Review of Committee Assignments; After reviewing the interests of the 
members with respect to the Committee assignments, the Chair 
indicated the following assignments: 

i. Form of Government: Jim Nowalk, Chair, Betsy Magley and Rick 
Schwartz 

ii. External Entities and Independently Elected Officials: Tracy 
McCants Lewis(Chair), Mark Foerster and Doug Price 

iii. Fiscal/Personnel: Andrea Geraghty, Jay Hagerman and Aradha 
Oliphant 

 
 
 



 
 

7. Committee Structure  

 It was agreed that each committee should meet prior to the monthly 
meetings of the general meeting 

 

 As Mr. Schwartz observed that we may have past government officials 
at committee meetings, all should be advised. Additionally, to promote 
transparency, Mr. Price recommended that we advertise these 
meetings under the Sunshine Act.  To clarify the sunshine Act 
requirements, the Executive’s staff will seek guidance from the Law 
Department.  

 
 

8. Work Plan/Meeting Schedule:   

 After a review of the process for the development of a final report 
including ensuring appropriate opportunity for public input related to 
the issuance of the final report on March 29, 2016, it was agreed 
that the following deadlines are appropriate:  
i. August 25, 2015: Identification of the salient areas of focus from 

each committee.   
ii. October 27, 2015: Draft recommendations from each committee 

to the full commission 
iii. September 29, 2015 at 5:30 p.m: Solicitation of public comment 

for the draft report. As the calendar had previously indicated that 
the September meeting would occur at 8:30 a.m., a motion was 
made by Ms. Oliphant and seconded by Ms. Gerharty to revise 
the time of the public comment meeting. The motion was 
unanimously approved. 

 

 In reviewing the process, attention was given to the use of the 
county website, use of social media and notifications to the public. 
After affirming that the Commission is an advisory body rather than 
a legislative body, it was agreed that the following would occur: 

i. Creation of section on the county website for final report and 
activity during the Commission cycle with staff of County 
Executive assuming this responsibility. 

ii. Use of social media would not be appropriate at this time. 
iii. Notification of meetings are publicly available on the county 

website as arranged by staff of County Council. 
 

 
 



 
 

7. Update on Staffing Considerations with Independent Entity 
 

 It was reported by the Executive’s staff that CCAC is considering 
the development of the final report as a project of the Honors 
program as GSPIA at the University of Pittsburgh was unable to 
fulfill this responsibility at this time.  

 It was expected that a decision on CCAC’s involvement would be 
made by the June 30 meeting. In the meantime staff of the County 
Executive and County Council will fulfill this responsibility.  

 
 
 
 
Additional discussion was related to: 
 

 Considerable discussion was focused on the actual date for the issuance 
of the final report as the appointments by County Council and County 
Executive occurred prior to being officially sworn in as members of the 
commission.  It was agreed that Mr. Nowalk’s position that the full 
appointment begins on the day that the Commission was sworn and 
therefore the timelines should be calculated based on the date of that 
date of April 14, 2015.A such, Chairman Foerster indicated that the final 
report being issued on March 29, 2016 is appropriate. 

 

 Review with the Law Department as to whether Committee meetings 
composed of three members are subject to the Sunshine Act. A final 
report on this issue will occur within the week so that if this is required, 
public notice will occur. 

 

 Given that there is significant time until March 2016, Chairman Foerster 
noted that the process for making the presentation to the County will be 
finalized in the coming months.  

 

 To facilitate the transfer of information, it was agreed that: 
 

o In making requests for materials and information, please 
indicate GRC in subject line on email communication. 

o As requested by the Chair, Committee Chairs should copy   
full committee on all email meeting dates. Additionally, the 
Commission agreed as advocated by Mr. Price that an 
agenda with the meeting notice be sent to all. 



o As recommended by Mr. Swartz, if any public comments are 
sent to members of the Commission, they should be 
forwarded to the Chair, 

o Although some members thought a creation of a “drop box” 
would be advantageous, it was agreed that the email process 
was easier for the members to access.  

 The final meeting schedule was reviewed and will be advertised.  
 
 
After the unanimous approval of the motion by Ms. Oliphant and a second by Ms. 
McCants-Lewis, the meeting was adjourned at 9:41 am 


