Allegheny County Human Relations Commission

Minutes of June 7, 2017 Meeting

Date/Time: June 7, 2017 at 8:30 a.m.

Location: Conference Room 1, Allegheny County Courthouse

First Floor

436 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Call to order: 8:34 a.m.

Commission members present
Stephan Broadus, Chairperson, via phone
Dan Styche, Vice-Chairperson
Jessica McCurdy
Nicola Henry-Taylor
William Price
Carey Cummings, via phone

Staff members present

Holly Grabowski, Employee Relations Coordinator, Department of Human Resources

Introduction of Guests:

Austin Davis, Executive Assistant, County Executive’s Office
Ian Jenkins, Executive Assistant, County Executive’s Office
Madison Henry-Taylor

Approval of Minutes of the May 3, 2017 meeting: Commissioner Cummings made a motion
to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Chairperson Broadus and carried
unanimously.

Chairperson Update: Chairperson Broadus invited Vice Chairperson Styche to provide the
Commissioners with a synopsis of the Diversity Awards that were held on May 17, 2017.
Vice Chairperson Styche reported that he along with Chairperson Broadus and Commissioner
Price were in attendance. Five school districts participated in the event and County Executive
Rich Fitzgerald presented the awards. Commissioner Henry-Taylor reported that she arrived
at the event after the awards had been distributed but was able to speak with some of the
awardees and teachers. Vice Chairperson Styche stated that he would like to hold the event
again next year and asked the Commissioners to provide feedback for improvements.

Staff and Committee Reports:

Law: Ms. Grabowski reported that Ms. Liebenguth would not be in attendance at today’s
meeting. Chairperson Broadus and Vice Chairperson Styche requested that Ms. Grabowski
have Ms. Liebenguth follow up with them on action items related to Compliance Review
Committee 1.

Commissioners Henry-Taylor and Price requested that Ms. Liebenguth provide them with the
status of her outreach to the City of Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations regarding
process and procedures.



VI.

VIL.

VIIIL.

Commissioners Cummings and Price asked Mr. Davis if the County would consider
providing a back-up solicitor for the meetings. Mr. Davis cited limited resources.
Commissioner Price conveyed that he would send a letter to the County Solicitor supporting
the need.

HR: Ms. Grabowski presented the Commissioners with pens that will be used as giveaways
at Pride Fest taking place on June 10 and 11, 2017.

Vice Chairperson Styche offered his input on partnering with the City of Pittsburgh’s Human
Relations Commission on medication training stating that he didn’t believe it would suit this
Commission’s need at this time. Commissioner Price agreed stating that this Commission
currently had volunteers who are able to provide mediation. All Commissioners were in
agreement but would request that the City keep them posted for future opportunities.

Community Events: Vice Chairperson Styche announced that he would be attending the
Pennsylvania Human Relations Summit being held in Harrisburg on June 19, 2017.

Announcements: Commissioner Henry-Taylor asked Commissioner Cummings to provide an
update regarding immigrant community groups attending a Committee meeting.
Commissioner Cummings reported that she reached out to Jewish Family Services and the
Islamic Center both would be available to attend in the fall. Commissioner Cummings will
coordinate for the September meeting.

Vice Chairperson Styche announced that the next meeting is scheduled for July 5 the day
after the fourth of July holiday. Commissioner Price made a motion to recess in July. The
motion was seconded by Commissioner Cummings and carried unanimously.

Commissioner Price reported that as a member of the Steering Committee on the Furthering
Fair Housing Committee he is charged with providing recommendations to the City’s Human
Relations Commission on any issues that exist within the City specific to fair housing.
Commissioner Henry-Taylor is also part of the Committee and serves as his back up.
Commissioner Price believes that this Commission should partner with the City in issuing a
release to the public to the promote the findings; this prompted a discussion on being
proactive with getting information out to the public. Commissioner Cummings volunteered
to create and maintain a twitter account on behalf of the Commission.

Mr. Davis announced that County Council approved County Executive Rich Fitzgerald’s
nomination of Betsy Magley to the Commission.

Adjournment: A motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Styche to adjourn at 8:57 a.m. The
motion was seconded by Commissioner McCurdy and carried unanimously.



