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ALLEGHENY COUNTY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

BEFORE:
John P. DeFazio = President
Nicholas Futules = Vice President, District 7
Samuel DeMarco, III = Council-At-Large
Tom Baker = District 1
Cindy Kirk = District 2
Anita Prizio - District 3
Patrick Catena - District 4 - (Via telephone)
Sue Means = District 5
John F. Palmiere = District 6
Robert J. Macey = District 9
Dewitt Walton = District 10
Paul Klein - District 11
Robert Palmosina = District 12
Denise Ranalli-Russell = District 13
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A
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Solicitor
Ken Varhola - Chief of Staff
Sarah Roka - Budget Assistant
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1 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: The meeting will come to 1 Now, of all things, I'm not a big Facebook
2 order. Will you all rise for the Pledge of Allegiance to 2 person. Okay? I don’t do social media, but a friend from
3 the flag and remain standing for silent prayer or 3] high school shares a post with me today, of all days from
q reflection? 4 the Ugly sShoe Club. Are any of you familiar with that?
5 After me ---. 5 The Ugly Shoe Club. I just wanted to read what's on their
6 (Pledge of Allegiance.) 6 Facebook page and clarify things for me.
7 (Silent prayer or reflection.) 7 It says I am wearing a pair of shoes. They are
il PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Can we have the roll call? B ugly shoes, uncomfortable shoes, I hate my shoes. Every
9 MR. BARKER: Mr. Baker? 9 day I wear them and each day I wish I had another pair.
10 MR. BAKER: Here. 10 Some days, my shoes hurt so bad that I do not think I can
11 MR. BARKER: Mr. Catena? 11 take another step, yet I continue to wear them. I get
12 MR. CATENA: Here. 12 funny locks wearing these shoes. They are looks of
13 MR. BARKER: Mr. DeMarco? 13 sympathy. I can tell in the other’s eyes they are glad
14 MR. DEMARCO: Here. 14 they are my shoes and not theirs.
15 MR. BARKER: Mr. Futules? 15 They never talk about my shoes. They never
16 MR. FUTULES: Here. 16 learn how awful --- my shoes might make them
17 MR. BARKER: Ms. Kirk? 17 uncomfortable. I truly understand these shoes, you might
18 MS. KIRK: Here. i8 never walk in them --- never want to walk in them, but
19 MR. BARKER: Mr. Klein? 19 once you put them on, you can never take them off. I now
20 MR. KLEIN: Here. 20 realize that I am not the only one who wears these shoes.
21 MR. BARKER: Mr. Macey? 21 There are many pairs in the world. Some women are like me
22 MR. MACEY: Present. 22 and ache daily as they try and walk in them, some have
23 MR. BARKER: Mr. Martoni? 23 learned how to walk in them so they don’t hurt quite as
24 {No response.) 24 much. Some have worn the shoes so long that days will go
25 MR. BARKER: Ms. Means? 25 by before they think about how much they hurt.
26 MS. MEANS: Here. 26 No woman deserves to wear these shoes, yet
27 MR. BARKER: Mr. Palmiere? 27 because of these shoes, I'm a stronger woman. These shoes
28 MR. PALMIERE: Here, 28 have given me the strength to face anything. They have
29 MR. BARKER: Mr. Palmosina? 29 made me who I am. I will forever walk in the shoes of a
30 MR. PALMOSINA: Here. 30 woman who has lost a child.
31 MR. BARKER: Ms. Prizio? 31 It’s gender specific but we know that fits for
32 MS. PRIZIO: Here. 32 any parent. It’s author unknown but that --- that is a
&) MR. BARKER: Ms. Ranalli-Russell? 33 --- it's called Ugly Shoe Club, and it was full of a lot
34 MS. RANALLI-RUSSELL: Here. 34 of information, tips for holidays and things like that and
35 MR. BARKER: Mr. Walton? 35 it just --- I never get a post from this woman and today
36 MR. WALTON: Present. 36 this shows up on my Facebook page.
37 MR. BARKER: President DeFazio? 37 I haven't seen her in 40 years. So I just
38 PRESIDENT DEFRZIO: Here. 38 thought that was fortuitous. So I'd like to read the
39 MR. BARKER: We have 14 members currently 39 Proclamation as we proclaim an awareness day so we can all
40 present. 40 learn to acknowledge what half of us or how many of us are
41 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: 10868-18. 41 going through that we don’t know how to acknowledge, but
42 MR. BARKER: A Proclamation declaring December 42 we only learn by having to face things and doing it. Tom,
43 2nd, 2018 as Child Loss Awareness Day in Allegheny County. 43 do you want to read the proclamation?
44 Sponsored by Council Member Baker, Council Member Kirk and 44 MR. BAKER: Sure. The --- the only thing I
45 all other Members of Council. 45 wanted to add was, Jamie, although it’s a terrible reason
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1 S ST 4 ' -\d E r,%:m; everyone who is here 1 that we’re all together, I want to thank you for having
2 for ghéwigh «.{Ig ngsk _#o come up and stand 2 --- and I seen this on your Facebook. I want to thank you
3 to ner? Me' 11 make room. Yeah, come on up. 3 for having the bravery to come to our last meeting. I
] PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Put some on the other side. 4 know that took a lot to --- to come to our meeting and say
5 MS. KIRK: Over here? 5 that --- that we should all be working together, obviously
6 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Yeah. 6 on this. I want to thank you for bringing everyone
7 MS. KIRK: Some people can step over here, too, 7 together. )
8 or over here. Either way, we can go around. Okay. I 8 The person I know out of this group is Darlene
9  just wanted to welcome everyone here tonight, It's a sort 9 0O'Laughlin, where’'s --- there’s Darlene. Darlene and I
10 of a bittersweet night. We’re all so happy you were able 10 have been friends for 15 or SO years, and she startgd a
11  to come and come downtown and experience being here in the 11 movement out o the LIRS thing that ever happened in her
12 Gold Room. And I think it’s nice for the kids, but at the 12 life and that's Adeline's Anggl's. They have a 5K every
13 same time, it’s --- we have to just say we're proud that i year that is inspiring, sad, EEgS evgry?hlng ST HD S2ti
14 you all came and you could make it and you felt strong to 14 e Dgrlene goe’s Such 2 g;ea; %oblbrlnglng thelgommun;ty
15 come, so we can all stand together and make child loss 2 LS AR e ES proud o et e O
16 awareness something we all understand better and we all 16 DlStrlc.t 1 |but more_lmportant;ly E el el
g s er a ’

17 become comfortable and we learn to acknowledge o Jamie, you relbrlnglng s SRdSwieEe gEode s
g W 4t K led le b . £ : 19 tonight to share in something terrible but together and

¢ need to acknowledge people because for i ) 19  through this community you can all be stronger and I think
19 example, there was --- several years ago, I don’t know if 20 Cindy and I are proud to be your friend. I will say,
20 you remember the little girl who died in the --- when the 21 Cindy said she’s not going to be on Facebook but the three
21 slide .fell on her in Ross, it was tragic. It was one of 22 of us chat all day now it feels like.
22 the neighbors I grew up with. And he told me about a year 23 MS. KIRK: Messenger.
23 later, he felt people were walking across the street to 24 MR. BAKER: Yeah, on Facebook messenger so Cindy
24 avoid him because they didn’t know what to say, didn’t 25 --- and it’s one of those conversations where there's
25 know what to do. Somehow, like someone would make him 26  three people and you feel like they’ve become best friends
26 remember about Gillian, and as I'm sure you can attest, 27 and you're the third wheel, but they talk all the time
27 it’s on your --- your child is on your mind 24/7. 28 which is really, really nice. So we’re happy to be here
28 So it’s important for us to learn to acknowledge 29 with you. Even though were not --- we wish we weren’t
29 and to visit and to call people and be aware. And the 30 with you. So I’ll read the Proclamation.
30 problem is, those of us on the outside, we can’t even 31 WHEREAS, in 2016, 42,723 children, ages birth to
31 imagine --- imagine what you’re going through and --- and 32 19, in the United States pass away. InlAllggheny County
32 gnfortunat:ly: y;)u allfon the inside can’t explain it gi alonveq;m;?::;e wt;ge 1é§58 cgéldrendttat q:.ef in 221;: and;
33 ecause I don't know if that’s something you can explain. BAS, after € sudden an ragic loss o er
34 And so that --- that’s what makes it so tough and we just 35  daughter Mary Claire on December 2nd, 2017 at the age of
35 have to learn to visit, to call, to acknowledge people 36 10 years old, Jamie became an advocate for Child Loss
S e P e LG el B SN 3 memory and nonor of her acahter s sudten bocsig ondr
7 imagine. I just can’t imagine it. : - i
38 And I had someone tell me one time --- they 39 WH!::REAS; the Mgry Claire Foundation was
39  described what grief was and they said, grief is love that 40 established by Jamie to promote the advancement of
40  has nowhere to go. And so when you have so much love and 41 pediatric medicine and organ donation by supporting
41 you can’t share it and express it, it builds up and that’s 2 research, p\nldlng it Sng gSststng fam}lles uho
42 grief. And I thought that was an interesting way for o ENT egperu_anced CUE los;. Dumr}g thls'traglc and .

e E s 44 troubling time, the community rallied behind Mary Claire’s

13 those of us who haven’t experienced this to maybe try and 15 family and created the Mary’'s Christmas Project which
44 understand it just a little bit better. mily an Y s J

N
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1 provides stufled animals to children who are hospitahzed 1 MS KOVACIC We lost our son Michael Harvey
2 for the holidays; 2 Kovacic, October 25th, 2015, Calvin’s dad and Josie’s dad
e} WHEREAS, the Mary Claire Foundation grows. [t 3 MS. FERGUSON: Hi, everyonc First, I want Lo
q waorks 1o promote not only pediatric organ donation, a 4 say thank you to Jamie for doing this really T know
5 decision Mary Clarre’s family made because they wanled to 5 Jamic through my --- through my son, so my son i1s Colin
1 help others and keep her strength and kindness ahive  The ¢ Ferguson. e died when he was 23 back in 2008, and 1 know
7 Mary Claire Foundation actively works to support 7 some of these peaple, their kids have been lost just
8 children’s wellness and aid families who have experienced 6 recently but [ wall tell you that 1t’s been going on 11
9 child loss and Cindy, you’ve been teading this so | want 9 years, and there isn't a day that goes by that I've not
10 you to --- 1f you don’t nmind, read the tast part 10 thought about my son and I miss m deeply
11 MS. KIRK: NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That 11 BRIAN’S MOM: This 1s my son Brian. 1lost him
12 we, Allegheny County Council Members Tom Baker, Cindy Kirk 12 10 years ago when he was 23, 1 nuss lwm dearly
L) and all Members of Council do hereby declare December 2nd, 13 MS. CAVANAUGH Hi, this 1s my son  His name’s
14 2018 as Child Loss Awareness Day in Allegheny County, and 14 Kilhan Cavanaugh. e was 20 and he just died --- it will
15 we recognize the Fried] family and Mary Claire Foundation 15 be a year this December 9th,
10 [or rmising the profile of Child Loss Awareness, WE 16 MS. WALLS: This is our son, Billy Walls. He's
17 encourage all residents of Allegheny County Lo educate 17 been gone 14 years now  He died January 29th, 2004 and
18 themselves on pediatric medicine and organ donation 18 1’ve known Jamie’s for a number of years but 1 wanted to
19 So there we have it, 1's - we tned to -—- 19 be here to support her and the rest of the parents to let
20 actually, | tried to order pins to mark this day  They 2 them know that your children want you to go on. And I'm
2 did not arrive but the --- some of the kids here have --- 2 here to show you that you can and 1 jusi give Jamie so
22 it’s sort of like an Trish thing, you know, to have a 22 much eredit for having the strength to bring this
23 stone m your pocket and you rub it and you get stress --- 2 awareness (o be able to help educate people because people
24 and 1t --- years ago, they used to do 1t until there slone 24 want (o help. They just don’t know how  Thank you,
2 became aclually smooth 25 Jamie
26 So we have a symbolic measure of (his that the 26 (Pictures taken.)
27 children will pass oul Lo everyone here and that’s 1t 27 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Okay. 10869-18 and the rest
28 Jamie, would you like to say a couple words? 28 will be read into the record
29 MR. BAKER: Could we pive Jamic a round of 249 MR BARKER 10869-18. A Certificate of
30 applause for being so brave? 30 Recogmition presented to Ben Edwards, a social siudies
31 (Applause.) 31 teacher al Upper St. Clair High School for receiving the
2 MS. FRIEDL: Hello Iwant to thank you all for 2 Outstanding Educator Award  Spansored by Council Member
33 declaring December 2nd Child Loss Awareness Day | 58 Means.
34 appreciate all the hard work, love and valuable ume that 34 10870-18 A Proclamation recognizing Dr
35 Council Member Cindy Kirk and Council Member Tom Baker and 35 Frances Arnold for bemng awarded the Nabel Prize in
36 Michelle McAndrews, as well as others that are behind the 36 Chensiry - Sponsored by Council Member Means
37 scenes that I’'m not aware of, have done to help dedicate 31 10871-18 A Certtficate of Achievement
38 this 1o clhild loss awareness over the last few weeks in 38 presented to Crystal N Cox of Girl Scout Troop 71890 for
39 order to make this Proclamation happen 39 achieving the highest award in Girl Scouts, the Gold
40 What I’'ve come to realize 1s 1s does not matter 10 Award. Sponsored by Council Member Palmosina
a1 whether il’s been an hour, a week, @ month or 25 years 41 10872-18 A Cerlificate of Recognilion
12 since you are told thai your child died, There 1sn't a 12 presented o the 2018 Weslern Pennsylvania School of the
43 moment in life once you lose your child that you do not 43 Deal Soccer Team for the 2018 Eastern Schools for the Deaf
44 have them on your mind. The conslant stream of what ifs, 44 Alhletic Association Championship Sponsored by Council
45 the should bes and the would bes and the would’ve beens 45 Member Klem
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1 never slop. The fear of them being forgotten become one 1 And 10873-18, A Certificate of Recognition
2 of the scariest thoughts that you now have because 2 presented Lo the 2018 Western Pennsylvania School for the
8 realistically, you've already lived through the worst 3 Deaf volleyball Team for the 2018 Eastern Schools for the
4 The past 356 days have been very difficult for 4 Deaf Athletic Association Championship. Also sponsered by
5 me Mary was my life, she was my everything, the center 5 Council Member Klein
6 of my universe. Everything that | ever did for Mary Bear 6 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Okay. Public comment?
7 --- everything that [ ever did was for Mary Bear, and I'm 7 MR. BARKER  We have none on agenda ilems
8 lost without her My hope s that this Proclamation will 8 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: 10874-18
9 beecome a national day of recognition. [ do not expeel for 9 MR BARKER A motion to approve the minutes ol
10 tlus day to causc any relief on parents’ hearts that have 10 the September 25th, 2018 regular meeting of Council
11 lost their cluldren. 1 do hope it will bring an awareness 11 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Docs someone want to make a
12 to others around us as a reminder that our children were 12 motion?
i) here and do exist, a day Lo recogmize their hives and the 13 MR MACEY  So moved
14 love that they brought to this world Do you have 14 MR DEMARCO" Second
185 anything you want o say? Yeah, go ahead? This is 15 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO  Under remarks? Seemg none,
16 Taylor 16 alt thosc in favor signily by saving aye
17 MS. KIRK. Would you like to say the name of the 17 {Chorus ol ayes )
18 person you lost? 18 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Opposed? The ayes have it
1) TAYLOR: Mary Clawe Friedl, my best riend 19 10862-18
20 MS. KIRK  She was your best friend? 20 MR. BARKER  Approving the reappontiment of Cara
21 TAYLOR Yecah 21 Ciminillo lo serve as a member of the Children, Youth and
22 MS KIRK' Yeah You'rea good friend, a good 22 Families Advisory Board for a term clfective from January
23 frend. And now if we could have maybe --- 1 see all of 23 15t, 2019 through December 31st, 2021 Sponsored by the
24 Lhese beautiful pictures If you’d like lo come and just 24 Cluef Executive
205 say your child’s name and then maybe we’ll go up and get a 25 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO That'll be referred to the
26 picture of this 20 Commillee on Appointment Review  10863-18
21 MS FRIEDL: Yeah Do you want to walk over 27 MR BARKER  Approving the reappointment of
28 there with me? 28 Judith Thomas Horgan Lo serve as a member of (he Children,
29 TAYLOR Yeah Thank you 20) Youth and Families Advisory Board for u tenm effective
30 MS. NOBBS. We lost Aiden Tanner Nobbs December 30 from January 1st, 2019 through December 3 1st, 2021
31 17th, just a couple weeks after Mary. He was 14 31 Sponsored by the Chiel Executive
32 MARTY'S MOTHER My husband and | lost out son 32 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO  That’ll be referred to the
33 Marty, he was stillborn 33 Commitlee on Appomtment Review  10864-18
34 MS. SUCCI Marlena Succt, she was cight years 34 MR BARKER. Approving the reappomntment of Avis
315 old 35 B Kotovsky to serve as a member of the Children, Youth
36 MS MCCALLUM  Victoria Gladys McCallum and she 36 and Families Advisory Board for a term effective fiom
37 passed away September 28th of 2001 37 January 1st, 2019 through December 31s(, 2021 Sponsored
38 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO  Thank you 38 by the Chuef Executive
39 MS KING  Christopher King died at age 19 and g PRESIDENT DEFAZIO" That'll be referred to the
10 was an organ donor 10 Comnuttee on Appomtiment Review  [0865-18
a1 MS O’LAUGHLIN  Adchine Margaret O’Laughhin 41 MR BARKLER  Approving the reappomtment of’
42 She’s forever 14 months, died October 18th, 2012 42 Maureen Quinn Lo serve as a member of the Board of the
13 MS SUTEK. Grey --- Gregory Sulek e was 19, 13 Tri-COG Land Bank for a term efleetive through December
a1 June 14th, 2017 14 31st, 2021 Sponsored by the Chiel Executive
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1 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO  That’ll be referred to (he 1 MR BARKER Ms. Kitk?
2 Comnuttee on Appomtment Review  10866-18 2 MS KIRK Yes
g MR BARKER. Approving the reappointment of 3 MR. BARKER Mr Macey?
a Clifford B. Levine to serve as a member of the 1 MR. MACEY Yes
5 Southwestern Pennsylvama Comnussion for a term eftfective 5 MR. BARKER Ms. Means?
6 through December 31st, 2022, Sponsored by the Chicf G MS. MEANS: Yes.
7 Executive 7 MR BARKER Mr Palmiere?
8 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO" That'll be referred (o (he 8 MR. PALMIERE Yes
9 Committee on Appomtinent Review  10867-18 9 MR BARKER Mr Palmosma?
10 MR BARKER. Approving the reappomtment of Lynn 10 MR PALMOSINA Yes
11 Heckman to serve as a member of the Southwestern 11 MR BARKER Ms. Prizio?
12 Pennsylvania Commission for a term effective through 12 MS. PRIZIO Yes
13 December 31s(, 2022 Sponsored by the Chief Exccutive 13 MR BARKER: Ms, Ranalli-Russell?
14 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO That'll be referred to the 14 MS. RANALLI-RUSSELL:  Yes
15 Committee on Appointment Review 15 MR BARKER: Mr Walton?
16 Unfimished business, 10799-18 16 MR WALTON Yes.
17 MR BARKER' Approving the reappointment of Mary 17 MR. BARKER. President DeFazio?
18 M. Camrasco to serve as a member of the Children, Youth 18 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO:  Yes
19 and Families Advisory Board for a tenm eflective from 19 MR BARKER. Ayes 14, nos zero. The bill
20 January 1st, 2019 through December 31st, 2021 Sponsored 20 passes
21 by the Chief Exceutive 21 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO" Liaison reports?
22 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO" | believe Representative 22 Representative Means, then Il get you
23 Means headed that committee 23 MS. MEANS: Thank you for recognizing ime, Mr
24 MS. MEANS 1did Thank you, Mr President 1 24 President This Thursday 1s Thanksgiving Day, and since
25 had the privilege to oversee the Appointment Review 25 the days of the Pilgrims, we have celcbrated a day of
26 Committee which met on November 15th, and we affinmatively 26 Thanksgiving. Different colony states have --- have
27 recommended Mary Carrasco Lo a reappointment to serve on 27 different days to give ime to honor God and thank him for
28 the Children and Youth Family Advisory Board, and [ move 28 the many blessings he’s bestowed on our Country  And it
29 for approval 29 wasn’t an official heliday until 1863 when, in the midst
30 MR MACEY  Second 30 of --- nght after the battle of Gettysburg, Abraham
31 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Under remarks? Sceing none, 31 Lincoln declared an official Thanksgiving Day for us to
32 all those n favor sigmfy by saying aye 32 take time to reflect on the many blessings that we have
33 (Chorus of ayes ) 33 our Country
34 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO" Opposed? The ayes have it 34 We’ve gone through some dark times and wars and
35 10856-18 35 diMicult times, and God has always seen us through, So 1
36 MR BARKER: Approving Uhe reappomiment of Dr 34 want to wish everyone in the County a very happy and
37 David Young Miller to serve as a member of the 37 blessed Thanksgiving
38 Southwestem Pennsylvania Commission for a term effective 38 I also want (o take a moment to share how |
39 through December 31st, 2022 Sponsored by the Chiel 39 altended the Board of Health meceting on November 7th, and
40 Exccutive 40 it was held in this room, and it did not go as 1 expected
41 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Representative Means? 11 1tto go. 1 was quite shocked and upsct because they took
42 MS. MEANS: Yes, Thank you, Mr President The 12 a vote that wasn’t on the --- wasn’t noted ahead of time
43 Appointment Review Commillee met on November 15th and we 43 And I have --- Mr. Barker, il you could pass out Lhe
44 affimatively recommend the reappomtment of Dr David A4 agenda for me to the members
Page 11 Page 13
1 Young Miller to serve on the Southwestern Pennsylvama 1 T also want a copy of the Sunshine Act passed
2 Commussion. | move for approval 2 oul at the same time. I don’t know if you can get Sara or
3 MR, PALMIERE  Second 3 somebody else to help you. | attended the meeting here in
4 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Under remarks? Sceing none, 4 this room and I was really upset because they ook a vote
5 all those in favor signify by saying aye 5 that wasn’t posted on the agenda. There was a --- on a
¢ (Chorus of ayes ) G --- on a poliey change regarding the HP vaccine. Now,
7 PRESIDENT DEFAZIQ: Opposed? The ayes have il 7 members of the citizenry came before us two years ago,
8 10859-18 8 County Council, when the Board of Health took a similar
9 MR, BARKER  Approving the appomtment of 9 action, and we were sympathetic at that time to their
10 Victoria E. Lahey to serve as a member of the Drug and 10 cause
11 Alcohol Planning Council for a lerm to expire on December 11 But what happened was they --- it’s obvious to
12 3151, 2020 Sponsored by the Chief Executive 12 me, bul I'm nol an atlorney --- that they violated the
13 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO  Represeniative Means? 13 Sunshine Act when they Look this vole on this resolution
14 MS. MEANS: The Commitlec on Appointment Review 4 because they didn’t post it ahead of time on the agenda
15 met on Novenber [Sth and we aflirmatively recommend the 15 The public was not able to see what it --- whal the words
16 appointment of Victoria Lahey {o serve on the Drug and 16 of the resolution were. They - they just said okay, now
17 Aleohol Planning Council [ move for approval 17 we’re --- you know, they had a presentation of --- a
18 MR. MACEY Sccond 18 gencral presentation of vaceines in the County and then
19 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO' Under remarks? 19 Dr Harrison said, okay, did everyone have their packet?
20 All those in favor, signify by saying aye 2 Docs everyone have the resolution? And they didn’t --- he
21 {Chorus of ayes ) said well, 11’s a page and a haif long so I’'m nol going to
22 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Opposed? The ayes have it read 1t and --- and (hen, they voted for it
2 10841-18 So we have no 1dea why they supported the
24 MR BARKER A Resolution of the Counly of resolution, and again, the discussion should be
25 Allegheny approving cerlin Inter-Departmental Transiers transparent and open That’s why we have the Sunshine
2C in the Operating Budget for the fiscal year beginning Act It didn’t violate the Sunshine Acl, 1t at least
27 January Tst, 2018 and ending December 31st, 2018 : violated the spint of the Sunshine Act, which 1s to do
2 Sponsored by the Chief Exceutive 28 everylthing in open and everylhing transparent as we arc
29 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Representative Klen? 29 clected officials and we appoint the Board of Health
30 MR KLEIN' Thank you, Mr President At ils 30 The vaceme that was in question 1s discussed
31 mechng on the 14th of November 2018, (he Comnuttee on 31 and T also have --- sorry to make you walk again, Mr
32 Budgel and Finance considered the above resolution. We 3% Barker --- was the resolution was about the HPV vaceine
33 considered 1t with an affirmative recommendution and ask 33 which I won’l belabor the point. And | know that there’s
34 for the approval of Council at this time 34 people here tonight to share their concerns about this
35 MR PALMIERE: Sccond 35 very controversial vaccine that’s been banned n Japan and
30 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Under remarks? Sceing none, 36 India And two years ago, agam, the citizens came before
37 we’ll take the rall eall 37 us and shared their concerns about this vaccine
38 MR BARKER Mr Baker? 38 I personally have mel {wo women becausc ---
39 MR BAKER Yes 30 afler the vaccine was administered fo them, they suffered
10 MR BARKER Mr Catena? 40 an adolescent premature avanan nsulfliciency. In other
a1 MR CATENA Yes a1 words, all their eges prematurely crystallized. They will
47 MR. BARKER Mr DeMarca? 12 never have a child as a result of the vaccine. So | just
43 MR DEMARCO Yes 43 --- I wanted (o share that, and 1 wanted to thank the
14 MR BARKER Mr Fulules? M1 ctlizens that are here tonight, all of them that are
45 MR FUTULES Yes 15 coming belore (his Council  And they come and excicise
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1 thetr right as citizens 1o be mvolved and to speak Lo us i PRESIDENT DEFAZIO Somconc wanl to make a
2 and to come Lo us with their concerns And | thank you 2 motion o receive and file?
3 all for participating in a democratic process n coming 1o 3 MR MACEY Receive and file
4 us tonight with your concerns. Thank you very much, Mr 4 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Is there a second?
5 President, for allowing me to speak 5 MS, RANALLI-RUSSELL: Second
G PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Okay 6 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Under remarks? Sceing none,
7 Representabive Russell? ) 1 all those in favor signify by saying aye
8 MS RANALLI-RUSSELL Thank you, Mr President g (Chorus of ayes ) -
0 1 also wanted to lake this time o wish everyone a happy J PRESIDENT DEFAZIO Opposed? The ayes have it
10 and blessed Thanksgiving And not only am | thankful for 10 Pubhe C"“’m?"” . N
11 my fanmly and loved ones, but | am also thankful for each ]Il \VL\I/Ikr({:r E]{;ﬁtgﬁc&w have several - Firstup is Fawn
12 and every one of my colleagues here and our wonderful % . S Al . R
13 stall and adummstration that helps to make Allegheny I MhS MlOTTE%MER\ .(mod c{\ cn:n.g,;\ﬁm‘l'nly Cgunul ,
14 County a wonderful place to Ive Pn{l cre to lalk about my .su!)por! or the Allegheny oun?l)
LG} So that 1s what Thanksgiving about, to be IR IR e L L T [ ] pimes, just
gIving s X .
16 thankiul for what you have and I’m thankful for cach and . toshowyguymy;supportgliwantiiojthankiCouncilmari ESich
17 every onc of you Thank you, Mr President ' 3 and (Ijour;cllmnnd\’\/nllon, as well as all the other Council
s PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Okay 1 })ocr(:!,)“:d“ ho voled in support of --- 1o move the Board
19 Representative Baket? So T wanted to bring you all a letter that we
20 MR BAKER Oh, thanks. Right back at you, by have over --- over 30 businesses, community leaders and
21 the way, Councilwoman Ranalli-Russell - A couple quick representatives who signed the letter We also have an
22 updates We filmed episode number 11 of uet nvolved in online petilion with about over 250 and counting
23 Moon Township which did not win best 1atk show al the signatures now, so we’ll stail (o bring those down to you
24 Grealer Pittsburgh Commumty Awards, we came m second monthly | also have a support letter from State
25 place, but that's okay but we had @ good episode 11 1T Representative Austin Davis, so 1l subnut that ---
26 anyone ever wants to be on my public access show, pleasc submut that here for the record 1 won’t read the letter
27 always let me know because | only have three minutes
28 I know former Councilmim Gastgeb was really 1F Y could leave you all with anything, I think
29 involved in public access as well during his time on 1’s tronie thal [ came here today on a day (hat 1s chuld
30 Council 1 represented Council at the NAOP panel last --- ] guess, Child Loss Awareness Day  So as | sal there,
31 week | was jomed by Representative Austin Davis, 1 thought of Antwon Rose Jr., and he is noted here in this
32 Councilwoman Strassburger from Cily Council  And [ think lettler  He was a child 17 years old  His mother 1s
33 the one message that 1 often share and shared at that --- 34 grieving. There is a lot of children with Antwon, there’s
34 that -=- 1s that --- many of you have probably heard this 35 Mike Brown's mother or Trayvon Martin’s mother There’s
35 story before but --- but 1 un marathons. I run them very 26 so many mothers that are grieving. We just want that same
36 slowly an empathy for our children when our childien die
37 Atmarathons you always scc signs that say, :' 111 could leave you with anything, please just
38 you’re runmmng belter than our govermment  And what | o note that regardless of they were in a gang, il they i
39 always want to jog over and say 1s well, you haven’t been a1 not in a gang or what you think abou them doesn’t really
40 to Allegheny County Council lately, because while we mnllcrl ,“|S N C}jl'ld ‘?”d a child is dc“dlk So_lhnll —
11 aren’t perfect things run pretty well at the County level cmpathy (thatfliclearlyjseenwhenfliwalkedlinithalirooms
42 | was remimded of that by five < neonle on Friday Just wanl thal same empathy - And we should not have to
y five or six people ol y .
) y put our lives on the line protesting in the streets,
43 night at light up night how well things are gomg withm risking gctting hit by cars to et it
44 the County & getling il by cars to &
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1 So like Councilwoman Ranalli-Russell, I'm also 1 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Next?
2 thanklul for my colleagues. A couple nice awards updales 2 MR. BARKER: Next up is Khalid Raheem
3 from District 1. Three Rivers Champions awards which was 3 MR. RAHEEM: Good evening, everyone. | wanl to
1 given by Pittsburgh magazme, At Hazen won that award and 4 thank Council for an opportunity (o once again just
5 then Pittsburgh Botanic Garden which Couneilman Catena and 5 address you all, and just to remuind Council and to remind
6 I share --- Nancy Zapalla, who’s actually the first big G the audience as well as the viewing audience who will
I sister in BBBS history  She won an award at that for all 7 probably see this now or at some other point that it 1s
8 of her service with the botanic garden 8 very, very important that we move forward with passing
9 And finally, I'd like to put a challenge out to 9 this Civilian Police Review Board for Allegheny County
10 my colleagues especially Councilwoman Kirk but everyone 1s 10 We certainly want o move our Counly in a more
11 invited  The second annual Distiiel | Ross Weslview 11 progressive direction when it comes to 21st century
12 trivia mght will be on December 5th at Stoke’s i Ross 12 policing, When 1t comes to makiny sure that the various
13 Township. So, ('you know things about Ross and Westview 13 municipalities and the accompanying police departments and
14 or the North Hills in general, John Schalcosky, who 1s the 14 districts all fall under one general umbrella and employ
15 number one trivia guy in town and history guy m town 1s 15 the best practices possible when 1t comes Lo policing the
16 my co-host for the event so --- 16 residents of our greal County
17 MS KIRK P’ve hived at, Tom 17 So T want to thank all of you who voted in
15 MR BAKER 1 [eel like you --- yeah, you've gol 18 support of it, and 1 wanl o encourage those of you who
19 to come and participate, so yeah So December Sth, mark 19 didn’t support 1L to seriously reconsider  We need Lo
2 1t on that calendar please, Councilwoman Kirk  And Mi 2 move this County forward  This 1s not the Wild West
21 President, that 1s 1t Huppy Thanksgiving 21 This 1s not the 191h century  This 1s the 2 st century
22 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO Okay Moving nght along az Again, thank you again for your support
23 here, we’ll go to 10875-18 2 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO® Next?
24 MR BARKER A Resolution approving a project 24 MR. BARKER: Next up 1s James Lyons Weiler
25 for the benelit of Catnegie Mellon Umiversity (o be 25 MR. LYONS-WEILER: Thank you, Mr President und
26 financed by the Allegheny County Higher Education Building 26 the Council for hearing us today on sonic troubling issues
27 Authority by the issuance of the Authonty’s tax-exempt 27 My name 1s Dr James Lyons-Weiler: I'm a resident of
28 revenue bonds in two or more sertes Lo be designaled (o 28 Allegheny County in Hampton Township. ['m lucky enough to
29 Allegheny County Higher Education Building Authonty, 29 have rased both of my children i this gieat area. I'ma
30 Carnegic Mellon University Revenue Bonds, Series A of 2019 30 lifelong biomedical researcher, having brought over 27 and
3 and Allegheny Counly Higher Educauon Building Authonty, 31 a half nullion dollars in collaborative funding to the
32 Carnegie Mellon University Revenue Bonds, Series B of 32 Untverstty of Piltsburgh Cancer Institute 1 have had
33 2019, or such other designations as may be determined by 33 academic appoiniments in the department of pathology, full
34 the Authority and the University, iy an aegregate 34 Taculty at UPCI under Dr Ron Herberman, and 1 colounded
35 prinetpal amount not to exceed $125 million, provided that 35 the University of Pittsburgh biomformaties analysis corps
30 the taxing power of the County of Allegheny, Pennsylvania 36 with Drs, Art Levine and Dr Michelle Broido And where |
37 shall not be obhigated 1n any way with respect to the 37 and my stalTanalyzed and completed over 100 rescarch
38 Bonds, and declaring the financing of such project as 38 studies with faculty (rom nearly every department in the
39 desuable for the health, safety and welfare of the people 89 Schaool of Medicine, including the Graduale School of
10 n the County  Sponsored by the Chiel Execulive 10 Public Health  As a citizen ol Allegheny County, | have
11 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO Thal'll be referred 1o the 41 helped raise funds with concerts for various families who
2 Committee on Economic Development and Housing. 10876-18 12 have had fumily members with terminal cancert to help keep
43 MR BARKER A Communication summanzing 43 those finmlies out of debt T volunteer as a cancer
44 approved executive actions tom October |t through 44 patient advocate helping people around the country
15 October 31st, 2018 45 facilitate a communication between families and their
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1 doclors  One of the families 1 helped is a tocal fanuly 1 come (o light showing multiple massive deeeption in
2 who needed a van so the wile could come and go to the e Gardasil pre-heensing and lesting Do you understand how
3 hospital because she’s paralyzed --- and to her husband’s 3 serious a problem this 1s? 1f this were any other product
1 amazing musical performances  The reason why she’s 4 it would have been pulled from the market by now  Imagine
5 paralyzed 15 to be able to enter this country she had to 5 an infant car seat with this kind of lustory  Two weeks
9 take a full suite of vaccines. Now, this family has G ago, [ wrote a letter to the Allegheny County Board of
7 watched the mom and the wafe spend decades 1 a wheelchair 7 Health, a letter specifically addressed to them from Emily
8 as aresult. Nol once has (his [amuly ever stepped 8 Tarsell, whose daughter’s death was acknowledged by the US
9 forward (o say Lo anybody else that they suspect that her 9 government as a Gardasil-induced death. But alter heaning
10 MS was caused by the vacemes. |, along with other 10 all this information, the Board of Health suddenly
11 citizens of Allegheny County, have repealedly communicated 11 introduced a resolution that was nol on the agenda to
12 the widespread seientific and medical veal concerns over 12 recommend this vaccine to every child in Allegheny Counly
13 the HPV vaccine to the Board of Health in the tiniest 13 unless their doctors counseled otherwise  The full
14 three minute segments, all of which they have ignored 14 resolution was never read out loud i the public meeting,
15 And they allot themselves 45 minute presentations. The 15 but they voted on it. When Dr James Lyons-Weiler asked
16 entire country of Japan, as you’ve heard, does not 10 1f he could ask a question on procedure, he was shouted
17 recomimend Lhe vaceine for the population  And Dr Sin 17 down by Dr Hacker, who never addressed his question but
18 Hang Lee and other M D s and Ph D s have communicated 18 kept repeating this 1s not a question and answer period
19 concetns over [faud in the Merck safety tnals leading up 19 There was no transparency here, and the only thing that 1s
2 to FDA approval. All of you have received a book courtesy 2 clear is that the Board of Fealth 1s engaged in product
21 of public donalions by a faculty member of the School of 2 marketing for a very expensive invasive medical
22 Law al New York University outliming the grave reality of 22 mtervention that has nothing to do wath public health
23 Lhose concerns. Al the Lime, Merck had 32 instances of 23 Thank you for the opportunily to address you, and | have
2 musconduct and was on probation by the HHS. These 24 some packets
2 concerns have been communicated to the Board of Health, 45! PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Nexi?
26 but to no avail - And I'm nol here to debate vaccines 26 MR BARKER: Next up is Jessica Fitzgerald
2 1"'m here to say thal there appear Lo have been serious 27 MS. FITZGERALD" Hi, my name 1s Jessica
20 procedural mancuvenngs by the Board of Health that may 28 Fitzgerald, and | just want to thank you for allowing me
2§ have violated both eivil and eriminal law to achieve their 2 to be here today to speak to you all. The Allegheny
30 latest action on the vaceine, the HPV vaccine, a 30 County Board of Health has told the public that the HPV
31 nonbinding, | repeat, nonbinding resolution ol a 31 vaccine is safe. However, there is a lot of evidence that
32 recommendation for HPV vaceine for children, They have 2 slates otherwise as you have heard here today
33 been tracking this vaccine uptake in school districts with 33 [ ' would also like to address or express my
34 potential violations of medical privacy for students 34 concerns regarding the Allegheny County Board of Health
35 There has been msufficient public oversight of the Board 35 On November 7th, a few of us altended an Allegheny County
36 of Health’s actions, and thus, the public is keeping all 36 Board of Health because we had seen on the agenda thal two
37 ol our options open at this ime. | am sorry (o have to 37 cilizens were o comment on, quote, HPV vaccine  There
38 report that an independent investigation has thus far 38 was no indication on the agenda about HPV vaceine The
39 revealed that at least one of the Board of Health members 39 only thing it stated under new business was a vaccine
40 has for Iwo years filed to report serious financial 40 update by Kris --- by Dr Kristen Mertz. Nothing
41 conflicts ol interest The pending compliint provides 41 specifically about the HPV vaccine
12 evidence --- 2 One of us actually even e-mailed to ask (f HPYV
13 PRESIDENT DEFAZIOL Firush it up 43 was going Lo be spoken on, and the answer was | don’t
14 DR LYONS-WEILER --- of longslanding repeated 44 think so because it’s not on the agenda However, al the
45 personal and professional financial Lies between Lhis 15 meeting after Dr Mertz’s vaccine updale, the chairman
Page 19 Page 21
1 member and vaccine manufacturers not reported to the 1 proposed a vote on a resolution on HMPV vaceine. We were
2 County as required 2 blindsided. We had no idea what they were doing or whai
3 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Would you pleasce fimsh it 3 they were voling on because it was not on Lhe agenda, It
4 up? 4 also looked as though some of the Board members were
5 DR LYONS-WEILER 1 will, sir Thank you. The 5 puzzled because one asked to see the document, and the
9 Board of Health has no business advertising or promoting G other asked what exactly they were voting on, but |
7 specific commetcial products or specific healtheare 7 couldn’t really hear her comment because her microphone
8 services and the entire enterprise, inctuding a failed 8 was turned off but it’s all 1n the video
9 attempt to push a mandate (wo years ago, smacks of fascism 9 At thus point, D Lyons-Weiler, an Allegheny
10 in Allegheny County and in the US 1n 2018 Thank you 10 citizen in the audience, stood up to ask a procedural
11 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Next? 11 question about this motion (o vote on a resolution which
12 MR BARKER Next up 1s Ahson Fujito 12 was not read out Joud nor posled on the website nor shared
13 MS, FUIITO T'wo and a half years ago the 13 al a previous meeting. He was told to sit down and stop
14 Allegheny County Board of Health attempled to push a 14 talking, or they would ask him 1o be removed  So we were
15 mandale for Gardasit IPV vaceine, and since then 've 15 shocked and the public was kept m the dark about this and
10 appeared before them eight imes 1o make public comments 16 not permitied Lo give comment
17 This 15 a vaccine with enermous disciepancies belween the 17 All we ask 1s [or our government ofTicials to be
18 actual data and the claims of necesstty, safety and 18 transpatent to the people they serve. We would like your
19 cflicacy  Nmety-five (95) percent of women infected with 19 help in reseinding this resolution, Also, when | signed
20 HPV clear it with no treatment, no cancer, no 20 up Lo speak here today, it 1s staling --- 1l stated at the
21 complications whatsoever  And of the remaining five 21 top of the request form, quote, Act 20 of the General
22 percent only a [raction of those go on to possibly develop 22 Assembly of Pennsylvania provides for reasonable
23 cervical cancer The vast majority of those cases can be 243 opportunily for residents of or taxpayers of Allegheny
24 caught by yearly PAP testing and successfully reated in a 24 County to comment on governmental matters, olTicial
25 pre-cancerous slage, no chemo, no radiation, minimal 245 aclions or deliberalions wiuch are or may be before the
26 surgery We also know that FIPV on i1s own doesn’t cause 26 Allegheny County Couneil prior to the taking of olficial
27 cancer It requires the presence of other risk factors, B action
28 such as smoking, diug use, multiple sexual partners or 28 The term official action 15 defined in the
29 other STDs  And as for penile, anal and especially mouth 29 Sunshine law to include a vote on a proposal. a
30 and (hroat cancers, the CDC states that testing has never 30 resotution, a rule, a regulation, ordinance. report or
31 been done to show that the vaccine would prevent those 31 order  So | believe that the Allegheny County Board of
32 cancers. In fuct, there’s no data showing this vaccine 2 Health, their actions on November 7ih, were in violation
33 prevenls cancer at all, only that 11 triggers antibodies, 33 of this. Thank you for your ime
34 and for only nine out of over 100 HPV types In (he 34 PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Okay Next?
35 imbal studies, 30 percent of the women tested had no 35 MR BARKER. Last upis Michael Fitzgerald
36 measutable immunity afler less than five years, so 36 MR FITZGERALD Furst of all, I'd just like to
37 elficacy doesn’t look good A few weeks ago, Dr Hacker, 37 thank everybady for allowing me to speak today I ama
38 the vice char of the Board of Health, was on KDKA’s 36 citizen of Allegheny County and a concerned father As
39 morning radio show where she jomned Marly Griffin in 39 you’ve heard many times already, 1n 2016, the Allegheny
10 wely recommending this vaceine and in completely 10 Counly Board of Health ined (o institute a mandate for
41 represenling the sernous safety concerns wiich many off 11 HPV vaccine, and 1l was discussed how to gel more parents
42 us have presented lo the Board of Health There have been 2 10 agree to give the vaceine 1o their children, evenf
43 438 reporied deaths associated with HPY vaceines Merek’s 43 thewr parents didn’t want their children to recerve it ---
44 own data shows a shackingly ligh number of new autoimmune 44 ol I’m sorry, that their children didn’t want to receive
45 conditions following vaccinalion Recent evidence has 45 "
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At their last meeling, they voted on a

resolution without public notification to recommend a
vaccine for all chifdren in the Counly, unless their
physicians advised otherwise Why is (he Allegheny County
Board of Health imposing to take away the parents’ role
here  This is hot a disease that you can gel from going
10 school or from being out and about i1 the community
This is === this 1s nol n any way a true public health
Issuc

If our County Health Department is permilted Lo
take this decision away from parents, from the parents’
hands, what other controversial position will they atlempt
to mandate. 1’m concerned because the controversial
vaccine needs Lo be studied more before it 15 recommended
to be given to our precious beloved children  This
vaccine has by far the worst safety record of any vaccine
on the markel. Their claims are that it is safe bul we
know more deaths have been reported associated with
Gardasil than any other vaccine

The vaccine adverse event report system, VAERS,
has over 59,000 reports of injury and over 400 deaths from
this vaccine alone. And that’s not --- and that's only
with about 50 percent of the children recerving the
vaccine Consider those rates when it becomes mandated,
that these will go up and thousands more will be mjured
or die Consider Japan has banned their health --- health
professionals from recommending the HPC vaceine because of
the many hornfic side effects it 1s causing their
children This vaccine clearly 1s not safe  Please refer
{o SaneVax org 1o read more --- many more stories about
HPV vaceine injuries that are not a rare and isolated side
cffect. Remember, Gardasil is --- 1s manufactured by (he
same pharmaceutical company who gave us Vioxx that killed
thousands upon thousands of people, even though their
studies had shown that it was safe. Thank you for your
time

PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Does someone wani to make a
maolion to adjourn?

MR WALTON So moved

MR PALMIERE Sccond

PRESIDENT DEFAZIO- All those in favor, signify
by saying aye

{Chorus of ayes.)

PRESIDENT DEFAZIO: Opposed? The ayes have it
Meeling adjourned. Happy Thanksgiving to everybody
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify, as the stenographic
reporter, that the foregoing proceedings were
taken stenographically by me, and thereafter
reduced to typewriting by me or under my
direction; and that this transcript is a true and
accurate record to the best of my ability.
Dated the 1 1th day of January, 2019

Valerie Gregory
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