
 

 

 

 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Regular Meeting and Public Hearing of the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County 

was held on Thursday, January 26, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. in the Board Room, 9th Floor, One Chatham 

Center, 112 Washington Place, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219. 

 

Board Members present were: William Brooks, Senator Wayne Fontana, and via phone, Donald 

Smith.   

 

Also present were: Steve Papernick, Authority Solicitor; Robert Hurley, Executive Director; Jack 

Exler, Sr. Deputy Director; Pat Earley, Deputy Director; Samuel Bozzolla, Project Manager; Angie 

Hicks, Project Manager; Adrienne Frazier, Administrative Assistant; Tom McGrath, Fiscal 

Manager; Anita Truss, Senior Accountant; Beth O’Donnell, Marketing Coordinator; Maureen 

Quinn, Assistant Manager; Lauren Byrne, Manager; Shantalaya Mathews, Project Manager; Erin 

Deasy, Manager; Connie Popescu, Accountant; Dane Yancic, Project Manager; Nathan Wetzel, 

Assistant Manager; Jayme Atkins, AHILP Coordinator; Rachel Virgin, Accountant; Carl Lukitsch, 

Project Manager; and Jennifer Saks, Project Manager. 

 

Others present were:  Mark Patrick, KU Resources, Inc.; Taris Vrcek, McKees Rocks Community 

Development Corporation; Pat Hargest, The Bradley Center; Tony Rosenberger and Nate Phillips, 

Chapman Properties; Ashley Henry-Shook, Duane Morris Government Strategies LLC; Michael 

Andreola, LaRoche College; Michele Beener, Friends of Pittsburgh Professional Soccer; Eric 

Newhouse, QA Landmark Communities, LP; Dennis Troy and Dennis Coxon, DTI Development; 

and Cheryl Chapman and Richard Grace, 3-Boroughs Group. 

 
 

  I. ROLL CALL 

 

 The meeting was called to order, roll was called, and a quorum was present.  

 

II. APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY–TREASURER PRO TEMPORE 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. SMITH AND SECONDED BY MR. BROOKS, IT WAS 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED TO APPOINT SENATOR FONTANA AS 

SECRETARY–TREASURER PRO TEMPORE.  
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III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES—DECEMBER 16, 2016 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. SMITH, 

THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING WERE APPROVED AS PRESENTED.    

 

 

IV. RATIFICATION OF BILLS  

 

Senator Fontana reviewed the Ratification of Bills Payable for the month of December, 

2016 and found them to be in good and proper order.  

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. SMITH, 

THE RATIFICATION OF THE BILLS WERE APPROVED AS PRESENTED.    

 

 

V.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Cheryl Chapman from Three Boroughs Group thanked the board for the CITF Grant. 

 

  

VI.  OLD BUSINESS 

 

 

A. ALLEGHENY HOME IMPROVEMENT LOAN PROGRAM (AHILP)-AFFORDABLE 

SERVICES, INC. AGREEMENT EXTENSION 

 

Request authorization to: (i) extend the term of the current Lead Services 

Agreement with Affordable Services, Inc. to January 22, 2019; and (ii) allow the 

Director to execute the necessary documents with Solicitor approval.   

 

The AHILP program utilizes the services of Affordable Services, Inc., both pre-

construction and post-construction, in the making of loans to program applicants.  

Such services include lead inspections, risk assessments and clearance testing 

services.  The current Lead Services Agreement is set to expire January 22, 2017. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. SMITH AND SECONDED BY SENATOR 

FONTANA, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.  

 

B. ALLEGHENY HOME IMPROVEMENT LOAN PROGRAM (AHILP)-PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICE INDUSTRIES, INC. (PSI) AGREEMENT EXTENSION 

 

Request authorization to: (i) extend the term of the current Lead Services 

Agreement with Professional Service Industries, Inc. to January 22, 2019; and (ii) 

allow the Director to execute the necessary documents with Solicitor approval.   

 

The AHILP program utilizes the services of Professional Service Industries, Inc., 

both pre-construction and post-construction, in the making of loans to program 

applicants.  Such services include lead inspections, risk assessments and clearance 
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testing services.  The current Lead Services Agreement is set to expire January 22, 

2017. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.  

 

C. ALLEGHENY HOME IMPROVEMENT LOAN PROGRAM (AHILP)-AGX, INC. 

AGREEMENT EXTENSION 

 

Request authorization to: (i) extend the term of the current Lead Services 

Agreement with AGX, Inc. to January 22, 2019; and (ii) allow the Director to 

execute the necessary documents with Solicitor approval.   

 

The AHILP program utilizes the services of AGX, Inc., both pre-construction and 

post-construction, in the making of loans to program applicants.  Such services 

include lead inspections, risk assessments and clearance testing services.  The 

current Lead Services Agreement is set to expire January 22, 2017. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.  

 

D. ALLEGHENY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE & TOURISM FUND (CITF)-WILKINSBURG TRAIN STATION-

ASSIGNMENT OF CITF GRANTS 

 

 Request authorization to: (i) Assign two (2) previously awarded CITF Grants 

totaling $415,000.00 from the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County 

(RAAC) to the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation (WCDC); (ii) 

make the assignment of funds contingent upon the execution of a long-term lease 

between the Borough of Wilkinsburg and the Wilkinsburg Community 

Development Corporation; and (iii) allow the Director to sign all necessary 

documents related to same, with Solicitor approval.    

 

 The title to the Wilkinsburg Train Station is being transferred to Wilkinsburg 

Borough. In light of this change of title, RAAC would like to transfer the 

Wilkinsburg Train Station CITF grants to the Wilkinsburg Community 

Development Corporation. The CITF funds will be used to replace the train station 

roof.  

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.  

 

E. ALLEGHENY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE & TOURISM FUND (CITF)-AUSTIN’S PLAYROOM AT 

JEFFERSON REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER AMENDMENT 

 

Request authorization to: (i) amend the scope of services of the original contract 

for the Austin’s Playroom at Jefferson Regional Medical Center project; and (ii) 
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allow the Director to execute all documents with Solicitor approval.  

  

The original $75,000 grant was approved in 2014. The Mario Lemieux Foundation 

is now requesting to change the scope of services included in the original contract. 

The funds in the Agreement scope were to pay for construction costs and 

furnishings of Austin’s Playroom at Jefferson Regional Medical Center and the 

Lemieux Foundation would now like to use the remaining funds in the Agreement 

to pay for technology additions and upgrades at three additional Austin’s Playrooms 

located at West Penn Hospital, The Children’s Institute, and The Children’s Home 

& Lemieux Family Center. 

 

Senator Fontana stated that this is a very good project. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.  

 

   

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A.          425 CHARTIERS AVENUE, MCKEES ROCKS BOROUGH-DESIGNATION AS “AREA 

IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT” 

 

Request authorization to: (i) designate 425 Chartiers Avenue, located in the 

Borough of McKees Rocks, as ‘An Area in Need of Redevelopment,’ based on a 

‘Basic Conditions Report,’ prepared by KU Resources, Inc.; and (ii) allow the 

Director to execute the necessary documents with Solicitor approval.   

 

KU Resources, Inc. has prepared a Basic Conditions Report for 425 Chartiers 

Avenue in the Borough of McKees Rocks.  Based on its overall conditions, the 

property meets the criteria defined in the Pennsylvania Urban Redevelopment Law 

“An Area in Need of Redevelopment,” or “Blighted.” Such designation will allow 

the McKees Rocks Community Development Corporation and other partners to 

proceed with redeveloping this site, the former Roxian Theater building which is 

one of the largest and most prominent structures remaining in the downtown area. 

 

The Chairperson recognized Director Hurley and Senator Fontana for their due 

diligence on this project. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. SMITH AND SECONDED BY SENATOR 

FONTANA, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   

 

 B. REDEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE CAPITAL PROGRAM (RACP)–BRADLEY CENTER 

RENOVATIONS 

 

 Request authorization to: (i) submit an application to the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania for assistance under the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program 

for an amount not to exceed $500,000 for the Bradley Center Renovations; (ii) 

accept said grant; and (iii) allow the Director to execute necessary documents with 
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Solicitor approval. 

 

 RACP funds will assist with the Bradley Center’s $1.35 million Phase I renovation. 

The planned improvements focus on immediate needs resulting from the age of the 

Robinson facility.  Upgrades such as roof repairs and upgraded windows will 

enhance both the quality of care and the comfort of the children while focusing on 

energy efficiency. 

 

 Senator Fontana stated that the Bradley Center does amazing work. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.  

 

C.  REDEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE CAPITAL PROGRAM (RACP)–CHAPMAN 

COMMERCE CENTER 1 INC.-CHAPMAN WESTPORT PROJECT 

 

Request authorization to: (i) submit an application to the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania for assistance under the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program 

for an amount not to exceed $1,500,000 for the Chapman Westport project; (ii) 

accept said grant; and (iii) allow the Director to execute necessary documents with 

Solicitor approval.  

 

Chapman Westport is a master-planned 2.6 million square foot mixed-use business 

park located directly at the Westport Road interchange of Interstate I-576 (the 

“Findlay Connector”) in Findlay Township, Allegheny County. The 302-acre, 

previously strip mined site is being redeveloped for 2 million SF of Class A 

distribution and light manufacturing space, with shovel-ready sites up to 50 acres 

that can accommodate industrial buildings ranging from 20,000 to 1 million square 

feet. The proposed RACP scope will be focused on restoring an area of the 302-

acre site that was impacted by surface mining operations, while at the same time 

constructing “pad ready” sites for large manufacturing and light industrial users.  

 

Dr. Smith stated that this project will have a great impact on the region. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. SMITH AND SECONDED BY SENATOR 

FONTANA, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   

 

D.  REDEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE CAPITAL PROGRAM (RACP)–INDUSTRIAL 

SCIENTIFIC CORPORATION-GLOBAL HEADQUARTERS PROJECT 

 

Request authorization to: (i) submit an application to the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania for assistance under the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program 

for an amount not to exceed $1,500,000 for the Industrial Scientific Global 

Headquarters project; (ii) accept said grant; and (iii) allow the Director to execute 

necessary documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

Industrial Scientific Corporation’s (ISC) 200,000 SF global headquarters in 

Robinson Township will accommodate continued growth.  Located off Interstate 
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376 in the PIT Airport Corridor, the approximately $53 million facility includes 

office, manufacturing and research & development lab space allowing ISC to unify 

and centralize several key global functions in the Pittsburgh region. The 

development site will allow for future phased expansion of an additional 130,000 

SF to accommodate continued growth opportunities at this single location. At full 

build-out, the proposed facility would eventually accommodate 1,000 employees 

on site. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.  

 

E. REDEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE CAPITAL PROGRAM (RACP)–PALUMBO 

SCIENCE CENTER LA ROCHE COLLEGE 

 

Request authorization to: (i) submit an application to the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania for assistance under the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program 

for an amount not to exceed $1,000,000 for the La Roche College Palumbo Science 

Center project; (ii) accept said grant; and (iii) allow the Director to execute 

necessary documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

The Palumbo Science Center Project is seeking $1.0 million in RACP funding for 

the renovation of the Palumbo Science Center. The renovations will consist of 

general construction activities, the improvement of laboratory infrastructure, the 

installation of new HVAC, plumbing and electrical systems, the implementation of 

new safety measures, the installation of rooftop AHUs and exhaust fans and the 

installation of a new water heater and generator. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.  

 

F. REDEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE CAPITAL PROGRAM (RACP)–SPORTS & 

ATHLETICS COMPLEX AT MONTOUR JUNCTION PROJECT–FRIENDS OF 

PITTSBURGH PROFESSIONAL SOCCER  

 

Request authorization to: (i) submit an application to the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania for assistance under the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program 

for an amount not to exceed $2,000,000 for the Sports & Athletics Complex at 

Montour Junction project; (ii) accept said grant; and (iii) allow the Director to 

execute necessary documents with Solicitor approval. 

The Sports & Athletics Complex at Montour Junction is a 78-acre parcel of land 

within the Borough of Coraopolis. Smaller portions of the site are contained within 

Moon and Robinson Townships. The project will include site preparation, 3 

synthetic turf fields including lighting, up to 4' of fill, parking lot, chain link fencing 

around the synthetic fields and contractor contingencies.  

 

Senator Fontana stated that this project will be successful. 
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ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. SMITH AND SECONDED BY SENATOR 

FONTANA, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.  

 

G.  REDEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE CAPITAL PROGRAM (RACP)–NEWBURY 

MARKET PHASE 2 SITE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT–NEWBURY DEVELOPMENT 

ASSOCIATES, LP 

 

Request authorization to:  (i) submit an application to the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania for assistance under the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program 

for an amount not to exceed $1,000,000 for the Newbury Market Phase 2 Site 

Development project; (ii) accept said grant; and (iii) allow the Director to execute 

necessary documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

The Newbury development is transforming an abandoned brownfield site into a 

mixed‐use commercial retail main street called Newbury Market.  RACP Funds 

will be used for construction of on-site private storm water and roadway 

infrastructure improvements for the Newbury Market Phase 2 Development. 

 

Director Hurley thanked Governor Wolf, Senator Fontana, Senator Costa and 

Secretary Davin for all their hard work on these projects.  

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.  

 

H. ALLEGHENY VACANT PROPERTY RECOVERY PROGRAM (AVPRP)–LIMITED 

PARTICIPATION BY TOWNSHIP OF PINE 

 

Request authorization to: (i) allow the Township of Pine to participate in the 

County’s Allegheny Vacant Property Recovery Program for the limited purpose of 

enabling the Rachel Carson Trails Conservancy to acquire Block and Lot Number 

1348-A-5 and 1348-A-3; and (ii) allow the Director to execute all the necessary 

documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

The Township of Pine has requested to participate in AVPRP so that the Rachel 

Carson Trails Conservancy may apply to acquire two vacant, tax delinquent lots 

located in the Township that cut into trail owned and maintained by the 

Conservancy. The Township’s participation would be limited to these two parcels. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED. 

 

I. ALLEGHENY VACANT PROPERTY RECOVERY PROGRAM (AVPRP)– 

CERTIFICATES OF COMPLETION 

 

Request authorization to: (i) record Certificates of Completion for Block and Lot 

No. 232-P-22 (1112 Burns St.) and 232-P-25 (1404 Swissvale Ave.) in 

Wilkinsburg, which were transferred through the Allegheny Vacant Property 

Recovery Program; and (ii) allow the Director to execute the necessary documents 
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with Solicitor approval. 

 

The applicant has completed the improvements to the properties in accordance with 

the terms of the Conditional Agreement of Sale with RAAC. The applicant 

demolished the blighted structure on Block and Lot 232-P-25 and is using both 

properties as a side yard. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED. 

 

J.  ALLEGHENY VACANT PROPERTY RECOVERY PROGRAM (AVPRP)  

 

Request authorization to: (i) approve various resolutions related to the Allegheny 

Vacant Property Recovery Program for properties located in the municipalities of 

Baldwin, East Deer, Elizabeth, Munhall, and Plum; and (ii) allow the Director to 

execute the necessary documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

Resolution 1-Authorization for the Authority to act as the Planning Commission 

of Allegheny County, pursuant to the Urban Redevelopment Law of 

Pennsylvania, (a) Certifying that each property listed in the attachment is 

blighted, and (b) Approving that the acquisition and disposition and subsequent 

disposition would be in accord with the comprehensive plan of the 

Borough/Municipality. 

 Resolution 2-Authorization for the condemnation by eminent domain of each 

property listed in the attachment. 

 Resolution 3-Authorization for the execution of contract of sale and delivery of a 

deed for each property listed in the attachment. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. SMITH, THE 

BOARD HELD AN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF LITIGATION.     

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. SMITH, THE 

EXECUTIVE SESSION WAS ADJOURNED. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO TRANSACT, ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. 

SMITH AND SECONDED BY SENATOR FONTANA, THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF ALLEGHENY 

COUNTY WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.        

 

 

Jack Exler 
Jack Exler, Sr. Deputy Director 


