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Proclamation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHEREAS, Karla Threadgill Byrd is retiring after 25 years of dedicated service as the Executive Director of 
Geneva College’s Center for Urban Biblical Ministry (CUBM); and 

 
WHEREAS, founded in 1988, CUBM is the Pittsburgh location of Geneva College; Karla has been a part of 

CUBM since the fall of 1997; during the first semester, she managed two classes and ten students; since then classes continue to 
grow and are now offered five nights a week and on Saturdays; and 

 
WHEREAS, under Karla’s leadership, CUBM has enabled hundreds of students to graduate with a degree from 

Geneva College, many of them nontraditional students; with many unique, creative programs and initiatives to enhance the 
educational experience such as: African mission trips - providing aid to nonprofit organizations, faith-based organizations and 
orphanages there, instructing high school students teaching proficiencies in English and math in the morning and employing the 
students in the afternoon, and creating the Urban Heroes, a program honoring individuals who serve in their communities with 
quiet distinction, students receive a well-rounded education highlighting the importance of service to others; and 

 
WHEREAS, the importance of education has always been essential to Karla, as reflected in her own academic and 

professional achievements which include: a Bachelor of Science degree in Education, a Master of Arts degree in teaching, 
attending the Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary, being a facilitator of The Pacific Institute, being a graduate of 
Leadership Pittsburgh, Inc. Class LPXXVII, serving as a Certified Life Coach and being a graduate of the Leadership 
Pittsburgh Cohort LC21; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the education, drive, experience and compassion of Karla that has been the driving force of 

CUBM as well as her commitment to rebuild the urban community through work with nonprofit organizations such as the 
Girls Scouts of Western PA, Planted in Homewood, Baptist Temple Church and more; her teachings to ‘serve your community 
no matter where you are,’ has not only been a lesson for her students, but a directive for life; it is that tireless commitment, to 
educate and uplift, that we honor today. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, County Executive Rich Fitzgerald, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me, do hereby proclaim December 5, 2019, as “Karla Threadgill Byrd Day” in Allegheny County, 
thanking her for service and wish her the best for an enjoyable retirement.   

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the County of Allegheny to be 
affixed this 5th day of December, 2019. 

       Rich Fitzgerald 
               _______________________________ 
                               RICH FITZGERALD   


