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RICH FITZGERALD 
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Proclamation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church is 

celebrating its 211th anniversary with a gala, themed “This Far by Faith,” at the 

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in Monroeville on Saturday, November 23, 2019; and 
 

WHEREAS, the gala theme was selected to represent the belief and 

perseverance of the congregation; in its early stages and throughout the years 

the ministry has overcome many obstacles:  securing adequate facilities, 

assisting people in the Underground Railroad, starting a school to educate 

African-Americans in the early 1830s, complete destruction of the church by fire 

– but through it all, the congregants have never succumbed to the hardships; and 
 

WHEREAS, Bethel AME is the first African Methodist Episcopal Church 

west of the Allegheny Mountains and the oldest African-American congregation 

in the City of Pittsburgh; the steadfastness and resilience of its parishioners are 

the reasons why the church has continued to not only exist, but flourish; through 

the years, it has been a guiding influence for moral, spiritual and cultural 

improvement; and 
 

WHEREAS, Bethel AME endeavors to improve the lives of all it touches, 

through concern of not only the spiritual needs, but also the natural needs that 

may exist; Bethel AME has reached beyond its pews to touch members of 

surrounding communities in need; the Bethel Food Pantry, the scholarship 

program, the transportation ministry, its 501c3 Small Seeds Development, Inc., 

and Mother to Son program are just some of the ways the church continues to 

enrich lives every day. 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, County Executive Rich 

Fitzgerald, by virtue of the authority vested in me, do hereby proclaim 

November 23, 2019 as “Bethel AME Church Day” in Allegheny County. 

Congratulations on this exciting milestone, and we wish you many more 

great years to come. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 

Seal of the County of Allegheny to be affixed this 23rd day of November, 

2019. 

 

Rich Fitzgerald 
RICH FITZGERALD 

 
 


