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Office of Intellectual Disability Changes to Office of Developmental Supports  
 

PITTSBURGH – Effective today, the Department of Human Services (DHS) Office of Intellectual 
Disability has changed its name to the DHS Office of Developmental Supports (ODS). The purpose of 
the name change is to reflect the expanded responsibilities of the office in response to feedback from 
individuals and their families about what they need to assist them in leading a full, meaningful, 
productive life. 
 
ODS has always provided support for people with an intellectual disability and started supporting 
people with autism two years ago. Additionally, ODS will support individuals and families that are 
receiving services from multiple DHS programs utilizing a multi-system team approach. 
 
It will continue to register people with an intellectual disability and/or autism. In response to 
conversations with families, the office is shifting from merely connecting people to paid services to also 
promoting the importance of community resources – those unpaid, natural resources that benefit the 
family, not just the individual with the diagnosis. To accomplish this, ODS has incorporated the 
philosophy of the Lifecourse, a person-centered approach, that begins with a core belief that “All 
people have the right to live, love, work, play, and pursue their own life aspirations.” The Lifecourse 
framework and tools are designed to help a person organize ideas and goals, as well as to problem 
solve, navigate, and advocate for supports. These all work to help a person build a vision and to 
achieve their best life. 
 
“We are excited for this next chapter in engaging individuals, families, and community partners in 
meeting the needs of those we are proud to serve,” said Brenda Bulkoski, DHS Deputy Director, Office 
of Developmental Supports.  
 
Over the next several months, updates will be made to documents, brochures, information packets, 
and social media platforms to reflect the name change. 
 
For more information about Lifecourse, visit https://www.lifecoursetools.com/ 
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