   Key Questions to Consider 
When Making a School Selection Decision 

Research indicates that children lose between 4-6 months of academic progress with every school move.  Accordingly, the McKinney-Vento Act and Fostering Connections create a presumption in favor of school stability.  However, this presumption will not apply if remaining in the same school is not in the child’s best interest.  Every case is different and all school selection decisions must be made on individualized basis.   Here are some questions to consider in making the best interest decision: 

Planning Issues
1.   Will the child be returning to the current school district?  What is the plan?
Impact of School Stability

2.  How many schools has the child attended over the past few years?

3.  How many schools has the child attended this year? 
4.  How have school transitions impacted the child

emotionally, academically and physically?  
5.  How anxious is the child about changing schools?
Evaluating the Current School

6.   How deep are the child’s ties to his or her current school?

7.   How is the child doing academically and socially in school?

8.   To what extent are the programs and activities at the potential new school comparable to, worse or better than those at the current school?

9.   Does one school have programs and activities (including sports or extracurriculars) that address the unique needs or interests of the student that the other school does not have?

10.  How would changing schools affect the student’s ability to earn full academic credit, participate in sports or other extra-curricular activities, proceed to the next grade, or graduate on time?

11.  Which school does the student prefer?

Other Factors to Consider

12. How would the length of the commute to school of origin impact the child?

13. What schools do the child’s siblings attend?

14. Are there any safety or bullying issues to consider?
