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CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Good evening, everyone, and 

welcome to the public hearing on a proposed lease for oil 

and gas rights underneath Deer Lakes Park.  We have a 

large number of speakers here this evening, about 100 

actually.  I'm going to ask everybody to please be 

courteous while the other speakers have the podium.  In 

the past few meetings we've had some out breaks and I 

would like not to see that evening so refrain from 

commenting.  For those of you that have signs, please be 

courteous to the people in front of you or behind you so 

they can see the person speaking.  In regards to the time, 

each speaker is going to be allotted three minutes and 

this is going to take about five hours if everybody 

speaks.  Now, what I'd like to tell you is if you get 

tired of being here and you're one of the later speakers, 

you are very welcome to submit in writing, by e-mail or 

give it to Joe Catanese this evening your testimony and 

we'll make sure that every member of this Council gets it.  

Not all members are present at this time.   

If a speaker is not present, we will reserve the 

right to call your name at the end of the evening.  You 

will lose your turn but you will be asked to speak, if you 

arrive, at the very end.  I guess that's it.  We should 

just get underway.   

I'm going to do something a little different 

this evening.  I’m going to call at least three speakers 

up first.  Then I'm going to ask each time one speaker 

talks, I'm going to talk about one more speaker to come to 

the podium, so we'll have at least three people standing 

here because we lose 30 seconds to a minute from the time 

you get up there.  And I just want to make sure that we 

get this quickly as possible for you folks.  So I'd like 

to get underway.   

And for the record, I would like the members, 

starting down the end, Tom, would you please state your 

name for the record so that everybody speaking knows 

you're here.  

MR. BAKER:  Sure.  Thanks.  Tom Baker, 

Councilman from District One. 

MS. DANKO:  Barbara Danko, District 11. 

MR. ELLENBOGEN:  Mr. Ellenbogen, District 12. 

     MR. DEFAZIO:  John DeFazio, Councilman at Large, 

Allegheny County President. 



MR. MACEY:  Bob Macey, Allegheny County 

Councilman, District 9, Mon Valley. 

MR. MARTONI:  Chuck Martoni, District 8. 

MS. MEANS:  Sue Means, District 5. 

MR. ROBINSON:  Bill Robinson, District 10. 

     CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Mr. Futules, Vice President 

and Chairman of the Parks.  

We're going to start.  We'll give the first three 

names, Craig Davis, Tim Ludwig, Mel Packer.  Please step 

up.  Craig, you're first. 

MR. DAVIS:  Good afternoon.  President DeFazio, 

Chairman Futules, I'll set the pace here tonight and I'll 

be brief.  My name is Craig Davis.  I am the President and 

CEO of VisitPittsburgh.   

CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Make sure that is on.  Speak 

loud so we can hear you.  Go ahead.  Just speak loud.  

MR. DAVIS: Council President DeFazio --- can you 

hear me now? 

MR. DEFAZIO:  Yes. 

MR. DAVIS:  Chairman Futules, and members of 

County Council, I want to thank you for allowing me the 

opportunity to address you this afternoon.  My name is 

Craig Davis.  I am the President and CEO of 

VisitPittsburgh and our mission is to bring economic 

activity to Allegheny County through overnight visitation.  

The energy industry and Marcellus Shale in particular, has 

been a strong factor of economic activity particularly in 

the tourism industry.  Forty-eight (48) new conventions 

have been book in the region which have impacted the 

hospitality industry in terms of hotel stays, restaurant 

business, transportation, retail and attractions.  In 

addition, the convention industry have been causally 

affected by the energy industry and the Marcellus Shale in 

particular.  Since the first Marcellus Shale convention 

came to the area in 2009 there has been a total spent of 

over $39 million in direct spending from shale related 

meetings.  These are brand new conventions that have come 

to the area.  And we have booked energy conferences as far 

out as 2018 with a likelihood of similar spending going on 

into the future.  

Also worth noting, other technical meetings and 

conventions affected by the energy sector have seen an 

increase thanks to the Marcellus Shale professions.  For 

example, the attendance doubled at the American Institute 

of Chemical Engineers when they were here just last year.  



So we the tourism industry have come to appreciate the 

power of the new natural gas industry and what it means to 

the region's economy.  These conferences are illustrations 

of what this brings to the region.  Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thanks.  Next, Mr. Tim Ludwig. 

Jessica McPherson, get in line, please. 

MR. LUDWIG:  Tim Ludwig, 18 Greismere Street.  

Mr. Fitzgerald proudly tells us that everyone on Council 

was included in negotiations.  Many on Council know this 

is a lie.  Others thought they were included but when they 

look at the ordinance, they don’t see any of their 

suggestions.  I know Mr. Kress was proud about bringing 

two job fairs to Allegheny County.  Can you point to the 

ordinance where that is mentioned?  It's not there.  Mr. 

Fitzgerald also promised half the bonus payments go to 

Deer Lakes Park.  Can you point to that anywhere?  Mr. 

Ellenbogen remarked last meeting that we had more 

attorneys on Council than the County Law Department.  Are 

we even going to give those people a chance to vote on a 

written lease?  Is everyone aware that the lease has 

changed since last time Council met?  It has changed since 

last public meeting in Deer Lakes Park --- or Deer Lakes 

High School.   

The end of last Council meeting ended with a 

discussion on bringing in an attorney that deals with oil 

and gas leases separate from Mr. Fitzgerald's who he has 

attorney/client privilege with.  That is a great 

suggestion.  That is a first step.  Have a lease 

introduced to Council.  Have a lease put into the parks 

department.  These public hearings on these different 

issues are going to be a joke if you don't do this.  I 

laugh at discussions that are going to proceed.  Are there 

legal questions about the lease?  Yes.  What kinds?  Well, 

that depends on the lease.  Are there economic factors to 

consider?  Yes.  What kinds?  Well, that depends on the 

lease.  Every one of these meetings should start with a 

disclaimer, and I'm glad I'm the second speakers so I can 

do that.  We are discussing the proposed lease that can 

change at the will of the County Manager, the County 

Solicitor, and any other appropriate County officers or 

officials.  Therefore, this meeting is a joke and a show.  

It may contain no factual information.   

We're sorry to waste everybody's valuable time 

and remind you, please silent cell phones and enjoy the 

show, it's going to be a doozie.  I have very specific 



questions about the proposed lease but the proposed lease 

keeps on changing.  This isn't good government.  This 

wouldn't even fly in your workplace or past workplaces.  

Mr. Futules, would you tell a wedding reception, ah, just 

go up on Saturday night.  Or would you write out a 

detailed contract and go over that with them?  Mr. 

Palmiere, I'm sure you don’t start cutting peoples' hair 

before you have an idea of what they want.  Mr. Finnerty, 

did a student ever ask you to pass a class first and then 

turn in a paper later?   

MR. FINNERTY:  That has happened. 

MR. LUDWIG:  Well, the answer to all those 

questions usually is no.  Because that would be crazy and 

stupid.  You're not voting on a written lease, you're 

voting on a blank check.  Vote no on this ordinance.  

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you.  Jessica McPherson?  

Okay.  Next person in line, Lawrence Wolfson. 

MR. PACKER:  Mel Packer.  I'd like to say I'm 

here hoping to convince you that drilling under our parks 

and take out gas that's been there for thousands of years 

that can't go anywhere, it's foolish.  But we cannot yet  

prove it can be done without long-term health effects.  

But I can't do that.  But I can because there are other 

issues related but not separate to this whole Deer Lakes 

lease that should alarm us, as well as the lease itself.  

If, in fact, we're really talking about lies, deceit and 

bulling whenever we talk about the lease.  Many of you on 

this Council and some of the media constantly talk as if 

you're voting on the terms of the lease and you're 

showered by Rich Fitzgerald and his supporters for the 

allegedly wonderful benefits of the lease.  And I'm sure 

in the next three hours we'll see many Fitzgerald minions 

and acolytes coming up here telling you what a great lease 

this is and why you should support the great work Rich has 

done for the County.   

And when we go home, some of these people will 

be telling their families they might be getting a good job 

or a political endorsement down the road because Rich owes 

me now.  Some folks from the fracking industry will tell 

you that all we in Protect Our Parks have done is express 

opinions.  Only Rich's people had the facts for you.  And 

you know that's a lie.  Because we’ve been coming here for 

the last few months and presented you with more facts than 

you ever wanted to see.  We've done it by e-mail, by 



presentation, by mail correspondence, every way you would 

think of except Pony Express.  We've done it and you've 

got it and you know it.  But they're also missing the 

point, and that is this one inescapable fact that cannot 

be disputed except by liars.  The fact is, you are not 

voting on the lease.  And as he said, which lease is it 

anyway, the original one or the revised or the revised 

ones yet to come?  You are voting strictly to give Rich 

Fitzgerald a blank check to fill in as, when or if he 

Range and Huntley decide to do so.  Which means, I'm sorry 

to say, that we have subverted the democratic process by a 

man who operates like Donald Trump, a man who gets rid of 

those he doesn't like and rewards those he loves who say, 

how high, Rich, whenever he says jump.   

Bullying and lies have no place in democratic 

process.  But we know Rich Fitzgerald will use every trick 

in the book to try and force some of you into lying.  

That's not how the system is supposed to work but that's 

what you'd be doing if we give him that blank check, the 

right to negotiate change and rewrite the lease.  Support 

it you're agreeing to share in diverting the democratic 

process.  What will we tell our children when this sad 

episode comes to a conclusion?  Would we have to confess 

that democracy has died in Allegheny County or would we be 

able to say, you know, kids, there seems to be some hope 

in America.  Some folks stood up and showed some backbone.  

It's your choice.  You have to make it.  And you have to 

live with it.  And you have to live with the legal 

consequences of that decision as well.  But I don't want 

you to ever, ever say the people in Protect Our Parks 

didn't warn you.  Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you.   Jessica McPherson 

and the next two people to get in line, Ken Gulick and 

Chris Gulick.  

MS. MCPHERSON:  One of the points that the 

County Executive keeps emphasizing is that drill rigs will 

not be erected within the park boundaries, only next to 

the park.  I would like to discuss how drilling under the 

park will still expose the park's ecosystems and the 

people who use the park to air and water toxins.  First of 

all, there's an unacceptable level of risk of water 

contamination inherent in fracking, even if there's no 

well pad within the park.  The drilling is occurring 

several thousand feet below the surface but unfortunately, 

the geology layers between the Marcellus Shale and the 



surface are far from impervious.  They are, in fact, full 

of cracks and fissures.  In this region, our geology is 

sedimentary which means different layers of sandstone and 

shale and other materials on top of each other like a 

layer cake.  Sometimes a layer cake is angled one way or 

another because of folding, though.  All those layers are 

full of horizontal cracks, that's why you put the icing in 

between the cake.   

However, there are also vertical fissures that 

connect the layers.  The process of fracking, setting off 

high-power explosives designed to fracture a rock layer 

naturally expand these vertical fractures.  Liquid and gas 

materials under pressure deep below the ground naturally 

follow the fractures like water coming out of a squirt gun 

doesn't necessarily follow gravity.  They move into 

openings where there are areas of lower pressure.  This is 

how methane and other toxins from geology layers deep in 

the earth can contaminate aquifers and water bodies near 

the surface.  This is not a hypothetical.  Studies have 

proven that the source of surface contaminants is from 

deep underground layers by examining their chemical 

signatures.  

Furthermore, in many cases, contamination comes 

from failed well casings.  The well casing separates the 

toxins that flow up from the Marcellus layer with the gas 

from the surrounding geology.  If these have even small 

cracks, holes or gaps anywhere in them, like about an 

inch, smaller than that, the high pressure contents flow 

out into the surrounding geology layers.  They can reach 

adjacent aquifers directly or through cracks and fissures 

in these layers.  It's even more likely that cracks and 

fissures near the surface will connect with bodies of 

water in the aquifers because the history of mining and 

gas drilling has turned these layers into an underground 

honeycomb.  No one has a map of any of this.  It can't be 

predicted or reliability avoided.  

Surface bodies of water like streams and lakes 

are usually fed partly by surface inputs like rain and 

stream flow and partly by groundwater.  So if the 

contaminants get in the aquifers they get into our streams 

and lakes as well.  Is this what we want for Deer Lakes?  

Should our County government actively be facilitating this 

risky endeavor?  Air pollution also does not respect 

political boundaries.  There are two kinds of air 

pollution that are concerning from Marcellus wells.  



First, they increase the levels of smog in the region at 

large.  The Dallas-Fort Worth area now has as much air 

pollution from fracking as it does from motor vehicles.  

But even more concerning are the hazardous air pollutants 

that affect people close to the wells far more than those 

further away.  We can't always see, smell or taste these 

toxins but they matter.   

A study published this February in the peer-

reviewed journal, Environmental Health Perspectives, 

examines babies born in Western Colorado and found an 

association between the density of natural gas wells 

within a ten-mile radius of expectant mothers' homes and 

the prevalence of fetal abnormalities such as low birth 

weight and congenital heart defects in their infants.   

CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Jessica, your time's up.  

Thank you.  Lawrence Wolfson? 

MR. CATANESE:  Mr. Chair, if I may, let the 

record show that Councilman Finnerty and Councilwoman 

Heidelbaugh are also present.   

MR. FUTULES: Thank you.  The next person to get 

in line, please, Robert Cranmer.  Lawrence, you're up.  

Please state your name and address for the record, sir? 

MR. WOLFSON:  Lawrence Wolfson, 2408 East 

Springwood Drive, Shaler.  Some say that the County should 

get in on the fracking because it was happening anyway.  

That is just wrong.  Public trust and plain prudence 

demand that all evidence be heard and all evidence be 

evaluated so that the right decision not a simple decision 

can be made.  For example, Rich Fitzgerald and Range 

promise millions of dollars every year for a substantial 

number of years.  But that is pie in the sky of what might 

be possible, not what is historically expected.  Now, 

there's a history that the expectation of such high 

revenue is suspect as Council heard that evidence and 

evaluated it.  Messing with geological structures with the 

forces used in fracking is continually pushing the 

envelope and causing surprises.  We now know that 

injection into old well does cause earthquakes and that is 

scary.   But nobody wants the earth moving under Western 

Pennsylvania.   

There's evidence that fracking does cause 

fissures as we just heard allowing aquifers above fracking 

sites to be contaminated with all those highly dangerous 

fracking chemicals as Council heard that evidence and 

evaluated it.  We have heard that the parks are so 



decrepit that they will benefit immensely from the 

fracking revenue.  But if that is true, then how is it 

that the best examples that Rich Fitzgerald and Range can 

offer are polluted lakes and broken down bathrooms in Deer 

Lakes Park when this last weekend the park was wall-to-

wall with trout fishing when any quick drives through the 

park shows well built and well maintained facilities.  

Thought these claims by Rich Fitzgerald and Range are not 

for the benefit of the parks, but for political gain at 

the expense of the parks.  These claims about the parks 

can easily be checked; has Council checked these claims?  

If these easily checked claims are bogus what does that 

say about the claims that are harder to verify.   

Then there are contractual and legal issues.  

How strong are the guarantees that the County is actually 

getting all that Rich Fitzgerald and Range are promising?  

Are the promises really in the lease?  How much scheming 

and manipulation room is there in the lease after any 

approval, has the Council reviewed and evaluated that?  

What about County responsibility and liability in view of 

the latest Act 13 decision.  A scheduled meeting with 

Council and an attorney who argued against Act 13 before 

the court was cancelled at the last minute and is yet not 

rescheduled.  Surely that attorney and others have 

information that the Council would want to hear.  Who 

other than friends of Rich Fitzgerald and Range is making 

such presentations?  Has Council heard and evaluated both 

sides?  Lack of absolute certainty is not an excuse for 

sloppy or summary decisions.  Because it is happening 

anyway is not an excuse for lack of leadership.  All the 

evidence must be heard and all the evidence must be 

evaluated.  Then do the right thing and vote no.   

CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you, Lawrence.  Ken 

Gullick?  Next person in line, John Detwiler.  

MR. GULICK:  I’m Ken Gulick a resident of Frazer 

Township.  Our farm is one of the proposed off sites for 

the Deer Lakes Park drilling sites.  I didn't really want 

to speak a great deal regarding industry standards or 

statistics, gas production or environmental policy.  I 

think we've all heard enough regarding these topics.  As a 

landowner I do want to talk a little about our firsthand 

experience with natural gas production on land that myself 

and my family own.  We currently have eight natural gas 

wells on property that we own.  The newest well being 

approximately five years old, the oldest being in 



production for over 70 years since being drilled in the 

1940s.   

I think it's important to note that all of our 

gas wells penetrate the same groundwater aquifers that 

Marcellus Shale wells do.  And all of our gas wells have 

been hydraulically fractured, even the ones that are  

70-plus years old.  Our water wells are approximately 150 

feet in depth and have seen no pollution whatsoever 

related to drilling.  And again, I want to emphasize that 

our oldest wells are in production greater than 70 years. 

      Our water wells have been tested multiple times. 

We have well water, we drink it everyday.  Our cattle 

drink the same water, again with no ill effects.  As 

County Council has seen firsthand on their visits to our 

farm, several of our wells within a few hundred feet of 

Deer Lakes Park boundary in plain site of public view to 

people driving to and from the park.  Our cattle have 

pastured right up to the well for decades with no ill 

effects.  The wells have been completely compatible with 

our farm and cattle.  When one looks at Frazer Township 

and the surrounding areas, you must realize that in our 

area alone, there's 100-plus year history of oil and gas 

production.  Huntley has drilled approximately 120 shallow 

wells in our township and surrounding townships within the 

last decade, 19 Marcellus wells within the last five years 

or so.  With respect to the Marcellus Shale wells, we've 

seen no ill effects.  We've seen the drilling firsthand.  

We've seen the restoration work.  We've seen the job that 

they do.  To us, in short, it's nothing new.  It's stuff 

we've all seen before.   

      In closing, I would again ask County Council to 

consider the approval of the proposed lease.  I think it 

would benefit the County, benefit the park system and is 

an energy resource.  Natural gas isn't a curse, it's a 

blessing. 

CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you, Ken.  Bernie Hall, 

please get in line.  For those of you standing in the 

corner, there are plenty of seats on the far side of the 

room if you'd like to take a seat.  Go ahead, Chris. 

  MS. GULICK:  Hi.  I’m Chris Gulick.  I'm a 

resident of Frazer Township and Ken's wife.  And as he 

said, it's our farm that's the proposed well site area.  

I'm actually here to talk as a professional.  I'm a 

chemist.  I have a BS in chemistry.  I've done chemistry 

for 24 years.  I'm employed by a nationally recognized lab 



and we have labs all over the country.  We do a broad 

spectrum of testing, soil, groundwater, drinking water 

testing.  We have seen a huge rise in our business through 

Marcellus Shale.  We have implemented expanding our 

laboratories, new equipment, hiring people.  It's amazing 

what it's done for our company. 

       We’ve worked hand in hand with almost every 

major producer in the area.  We've tested, pretesting, 

post testing.  I personally run metals for the analysis.  

I’ve seen the before and after.  I'm not seeing any 

changes in peoples' drinking water.  I can tell you we at 

the lab are --- you know, we're certified by the 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources and 

it's a very stringent program to even be part of that 

certification.  You have to do unknown samples called PT 

studies every six months.  It's handled by a third party.  

It's not handled by DEP.  It's not handled by our lab.  

It's a third-party vendor.  You have to pass; if not, you 

lose your certification.  They actually come in do onsite 

examinations of your lab.  Every two to three years 

they're scheduled but they are allowed to show up at any 

time if they feel there's a problem.   

     They can show up unannounced any time they feel.  

They usually show up with a team of auditors.  We've had 

four auditors in for four days doing extensive inventory 

of all of our work, our paperwork, our procedures, you 

know, the companies involved in water testing are actually 

very serious about it.  You have to take it serious, it’s 

a legal document we're generating.  I just wanted to say 

it's good, substantiated, unbiased work that is accredited 

by the state.  And a lot of people in my industry have 

been really benefiting from this.  And I just feel it's a 

safe practice.  As my husband said, we've lived around 

this for years and years and years.  Our daughter grew up 

around it.  There are no ill effects in our cows, our 

pets.  I just want to say thank you for ---. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you, Chris.  Robert 

Cranmer. 

       MR. CRANMER:  Mr. President and members of 

Council, thank you for this opportunity to come this 

evening to speak.  I think I know most of you here.   For 

those of you who don't know me, I'm former Chairman of the 

Allegheny County Board of Commissioners.  And I must say 

you fixed the place up pretty nice.  Most of those chairs 

used to be here. 



      Very quickly, I wanted to go on record, this 

deal is a good deal.  It’s negotiated well.  The 

technology is safe and something that needs to be done.  

I'm alarmed though that we're even questioning doing it.  

I know as a former councilman, as a former County 

Commissioner, it isn't always easy to face a crowd like 

this.  But the one thing you must realize for every person 

sitting here who's against it, there's hundreds that 

aren't here that either agree with you or really don't 

care.  Back in 1996 when cell phone technology was new, we 

proposed a plan to put a cell tower up in South Park.  A 

fairly common thing today.  Something that people really 

want because they want their cell phones to work.  At that 

time though, it was still a new technology.  You would 

think we were going to clear-cut South Park by putting up 

one tower.  I must say we didn't put that tower up.  There 

was such an outcry, and again, at that time, to approve 

anything, you needed two commissioners, at least two 

commissioners.  I don't know if the cell tower ever went 

up or not.  It probably did and I'm sure there's many more 

since then.  But I say that to make a point. 

       When you have emotional --- you have emotional 

comments and you have really uninformed opinions and 

hyperbole being strung about, sometimes that can influence 

you not to do the right thing.  You know, when we built 

the stadiums we were raising taxes, we were giving money 

away, we were doing all types of dastardly things.  But we 

built the stadiums and it transformed the city.  And I 

don't think there are too many people today who would 

disagree that it was the right thing to do.  So I'm here 

this evening just to say do the right thing, approve the 

lease, encourage this technology and in essence help 

Allegheny County lower taxes.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you, Robert.  John 

Detwiler?  Katherine Luke, please get in line. 

  MR. DETWILER: I am not heckling because this is 

my mike, but I would appreciate it if you did not call me 

names.  I am not emotional.  I'm not a fool.  I’m here 

because I know what I'm talking about, just like the last 

speaker thinks he was.  We spent a lot of time together 

and I hope you don't mind if I speak a little bit personal 

to you.  For people of my religious tradition, we are now 

celebrating Holy Week.  And as a Christian I was taught 

that the reason this is the chosen week is that for Jesus 

as a Jew, this was the week of Passover as, of course, it 



is now.  For all of us of both traditions, it's a time to 

reflect on the covenants that were sacred to our 

ancestors.  The covenants in their hearts and on their 

lips when they brought us into this world.   

      Our covenants define us.  We set aside a time to 

be reminded of our covenants because if we were ever to 

forget them we would no longer know who we are.  And we 

know that if we don't teach them and live them in front of 

our families our children won't know who they are either.  

I spent a lot of time reading the County Executive's 

agreement for fracking Deer Lakes Park and it's easy to 

get stuck in all the technical detail in that document.  

But what really moved me is Exhibit A.  Just a simple list 

of 49 deeds which taken together form Deer Lakes Park, 

each of those 49 properties that belonged to somebody.  

Some were homes, some were their farms, some had probably 

been in the same generation --- in the same families for 

generations.  And the owners of those properties turned 

them over to Allegheny County, to us, to be a park.  

      When is a park no longer a park?  When's a 

covenant no longer a covenant?  I think the answer for 

both is when you stop treating it as one.  When we think 

of it as a means to an end instead of something sacred as 

itself.  When we think that we can chip away at it, just a 

little bit here, a little bit there.  And by carefully 

keeping track of all those little violations you can make 

it okay and we'll still have our covenant.  So in this 

chamber, we're at great risk if we allow what we're about 

to be controlled by a decision that we didn't make that we 

weren't consulted in and that we're not even supposed to 

see us having been a decision.  That's the decision to 

treat Deer Lakes Park, not as a park, but as a commodity, 

as a bargaining chip.  If you accept that as your starting 

point, then the only thing left to ask is could we get all 

--- could get in the deal. 

      Now, the Committee on Parks will have a number 

of meetings.  It will look at the so-called environmental 

aspects, the legal aspects, the economic aspects of the 

deal and they will report back on how good a deal this is.  

But when, in this meticulously scripted process, will we 

claim the time to stop and reflect on our covenant.  When 

is there a time to say this proposal is wrong.  It's wrong 

not because one number is too small or another number is 

too big, it's wrong because this isn't who we are.  This 



isn't where we come from and it isn't what we want to 

teach our children.   

  MR. CALANESE:  If you would, Mr. Chair, let the 

record show that Councilman Palmiere is present. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you, Mr. Palmiere, for 

attending this evening.   

  MR. HALL:  Mr. Chairman, members of Council, 

thank you for hearing my testimony today.  My name is 

Bernard Hall of Pittsburgh.  I'm a staff representative 

for the steelworkers international union.  I'm proud to 

say that we have over 60,000 members in the State of 

Pennsylvania servicing over 10,000 of them here in 

Southwestern Pennsylvania.  We're also the largest 

industrial manufacturer union in North America.  Marcellus 

well drilling is going on all around us.  Many of our 

members have seen the benefits of positive impacts 

directly related to Marcellus Shale.  Locally, we've seen 

millions of investment in facilities such as McKeesport 

Tubular.  It's a revitalized facility that now employs 

hundreds of our members with family-sustaining wages and 

benefits for the full workforce.  Pittsburgh Vitalization 

is directly traced back to the Marcellus Shale industry.  

Many other tube plants in the area also have seen their 

order books fill.  Places such as Kopple’s Steel, 

Pittsburgh Steel and Wheeling Tube.  Some of their 

employees are here today to hear some of the testimony.  

There's also facilities in the area right here in 

Allegheny County such as McKeesport Tubular indirectly 

affected by Marcellus Shale drilling.  Employers such as 

Air Gas.  Air Gas has daily deliveries to some of these 

pads delivering gas and welding supplies.  They supply the 

Marcellus Shale industry with the things that they need.        

     How do we know that we're going to get to see 

these materials and these jobs created here in the County 

directly from this lease agreement.  Exhibit C, Section 

16.6 of the agreement, states that 90 percent of the 

materials used, the casing materials used on this project 

have to be domestically sourced.  A lot of this will come 

directly from places such as McKeesport Tubular and other 

facilities that I mentioned.  Also in some of the safety 

specifications to the agreement, there's a lot of 

specialty material that's mandated to be used in casing 

materials.  It's going to require that material to be 

sourced here domestically.  Again, local jobs, will have a 



local impact.  Again, I rise in support of this and I 

would hope that you vote yes on this.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Katherine Luke.  Next speakers 

up, please Ed Melendez and Aaron Booz, please get in line. 

  MS. LUKE:  Thank you for the opportunity to 

speak.  My name is Katherine Luke.  I live at 21 Welsford 

Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  And I am a senior in 

environmental studies and economics at the University of 

Pittsburgh.  I will graduate in about two weeks.  And in 

the process of making this choice and what to do next in 

my life, consulting with my friends, I've been astounded 

to see the number of people that will be leaving the 

Pittsburgh area.  While the voices and the opinions of 

youth are often discounted because we often fail to show 

up on election day, we offer other things to the City of 

Pittsburgh and to Allegheny County in our ability to 

generate economic growth within the region, all of which 

may be sacrificed by the continual promotion of the 

Marcellus Shale industry within the area and the promotion 

by our publicly elected representatives in expanding it’s 

reach into the public parks of Allegheny County.   

       In a survey of residents in Houston, Texas in 

an area similarly affected by the gas and oil industries 

there, where cities have seen population decline in recent 

years.  An effort was put out by the city council to 

examine what factors are considered by young people in 

choosing a place to live.  And it was established that 64 

percent of people identified first the city that they 

would like to live and then look for a job.  And the 

factors that they consider in choosing a city to live, the 

overwhelming factor considered by 78 percent of people was 

that an area is clean and attractive.  Second most 

reported by 77 percent of people is that it will allow me 

to lead the life I want to live.  The emphasis on a 

healthy and sustainable environment, which is also 

considered by 59 percent of women and 52 percent of men 

when choosing a location to live among college graduates, 

you can see that all of this is undermined by the 

continuing expansion of Marcellus Shale.  And the 

acknowledgements of our public officials that this is 

something they prioritize within Allegheny County. 

      While Pittsburgh might be among America's most 

livable cities, it has failed to see the benefits of 

population growth that have been represented in other 

rapidly growing areas in the West and the South.  The City 



is making an effort to redesign themselves in a green 

image, all of which is undermined by the efforts to extend 

fracking within the public parks and within Allegheny 

County.  In order to recreate a more sustainable --- to 

rebuild from the industrial past of the City of Pittsburgh 

and to create an environment that is welcoming to the 

college graduates of the 36 colleges and universities in 

Allegheny County, is it imperative that you vote with the 

mind toward sustainability and a green vision of the 

region in mind.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Go ahead. 

  MR. BOOZ:  My name is Aaron Booz.  My address is 

3181 Bel Air Drive, Whitehall.  I would ask you to 

consider Mr. Fitzgerald's motivation.  Do you believe that 

he has the best interests of the residents of the County 

in mind?  Do you think that he bases his decisions based 

on what is best for the County in the long term?  And do 

you think he's truly listening to his constituents?  Do 

you believe he's a curious person who simply follows the 

facts wherever they lead?  And do you trust him to always 

give you only the solid facts?   

      I'm going to go over just two of the recent 

false statements he's made.  Three minutes won't allow for 

any of the others.  Number one, I'm surprised to hear that 

Mr. Fitzgerald, a man who has a degree in engineering, was 

not familiar with the elementary concept of hydraulics.  

He stated at Deer Lake hearing that he believed that 

gravity would keep toxic fracking deep in the ground.  

When you cram a lot of fluid into the ground over 10,000 

to 15,000 PSI and then allow some of the fluid out and 

then cap it tight, gravity doesn't necessarily keep it 

there.  An earlier speaker explained the geology of our 

region well.  And that fluid can seep in an area of lower 

pressure.  That pressure could be an aquifer or it could 

be a leak on the surface. 

       Number two, he stated as fact that the lakes are 

already polluted.  This may come as a surprise to families 

who went fishing in big numbers over the weekend.  It 

would also be a surprise to the fish who did not oblige 

Mr. Fitzgerald by dying and rising to the surface.  Of 

course, by claiming that they're already polluted, he 

creates the lack of a need to protect them.  Or perhaps 

he's preparing to explain away any pollution that may 

happen in the future.  And the way the County Executive 

talks about Marcellus Shale fracking, you wouldn't know 



it's a large-scale industrial operation with huge volumes 

of dangerous chemicals, explosive gases and the potential 

for long-term damaging elements.  He's only giving a small 

part of the story to the public as he runs around the 

County with the same talking points he's been saying since 

last June.  Members of Council, I know you're too 

professional and too courteous to say it so I will.  Mr. 

Fitzgerald owes results to the Marcellus Shale Coalition 

because of campaign funding.  He said as much in an  

e-mail.  It's very likely that his, as he put them, 

private meeting last summer resulted in the Range/Huntley 

fracking deal being negotiated long ago.  This is the 

meeting.  That was the meeting before the meeting before 

the meeting.  And we weren't invited, and neither were 

you.  We know that you're aware of these things.  Some of 

you have publicly question Mr. Fitzgerald's motives but 

the rest of you have to be at least privately aware of it.   

      Have you ever heard the saying, a failure on 

your part to plan does not constitute an emergency on 

mine?  I’m here to tell you that the quid pro quo 

emergency on Mr. Fitzgerald's part does not constitute an 

approval on yours.  You do not owe the fracking companies 

the way he does but you do owe honest, impartial, 

independent service to the people of this County.  To many 

of us he seems pushy in public so we can't imagine how he 

interacts with you behind the scenes.  But don’t be afraid 

of Mr. Fitzgerald.  Stand with the people of this County.  

Oppose this blank check ordinance and protect our parks. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you.  Come to the line 

please Sarah Scholl and Steve Mazza.   

  MR. VALENTAS:  Good evening, members.  I'm Ed 

Valentas, land manager for Huntley and Huntley in 

Monroeville, Pennsylvania.  A city kid, graduated from 

Carrick, Slippery Rock.  Again, I reiterate that since 

1980 entering this industry I build wells throughout the 

Appalachian Basin twice this depth all hydrofrack without 

incident.  This is not a new procedure as it's being 

portrayed.  Sixty-five years of hydrofracking over a 

million wells nationally, EPA, DEP on the record for 

stating water wells are not damaged by this.  These are 

two separate issues and they're clouded together.   

      Our opponents through fuzzy science, through 

innuendo, through friend of a friend who had a well, try 

to put fear, try to bully you that 99 percent of this area 

that needs these jobs is looking at this as a savior, is 



asking you to have the courage, the vision as our 

forefathers did to make something happen.  If you have a 

question about doing a bridge engineering study for 

safety, do you go out and ask your neighbor or retired 

school teacher from Squirrel Hill to talk?  No, you go get 

an engineer.  If you have a medical situation do you ask 

your neighbor to go surf the internet and learn what they 

can about it, this coming on, what do I feel?  No, you go 

to a physician.  If you talk about drilling and fracking, 

you go to the people who do this for a living.  These are 

scientists.  You go to the academia and that do honest 

studies.  And this has all been done.  You don't believe 

that there’s a Conspiracy Theory that feels that the whole 

country is getting false results of the past 55 years, on 

million wells?  No.  

      So we have an opportunity here, guys.  I told 

you about my son, 23, quit college after a year, went 

through a course, now works for Range Resources, purchased 

a home at 21.  My wife, Dollar Bank, 17 years, works in 

IT.  I'll close it up quick here.  We have an opportunity. 

This door's open.  The door will not stay open.  We need 

to grab this.  You owe this to your constituents.  Do not 

let one percent of the population sway you.  Thank you. 

   MS. HEIDELBAUGH:   I'm figuring out who's going 

to speak.  Because the list that I have in front of me, 

for instance, did not have ---.   

CHAIRMAN FUTULES: There have been some changes.    

  MS. HEIDELBAUGH:  Do we have a copy of the 

current list? 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES: No. 

  MS. HEIDELBAUGH:  All right.  So I can --- 

because I'm keeping notes of whether people are pro or 

against and I’m taking notes.  So to help me and I think 

to help my colleagues, I need ---. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: I don’t believe there's any 

others. 

  MS. HEIDELBAUGH: If each person would make sure 

that they announce their name so that I can write their 

name down and slowly so I can write down their 

affiliations.  Because I want to keep track of who's here. 

  MR. ELLENBOGEN:  Mr. Chair, can I have the last 

gentleman's --- because I didn't get his name or his 

affiliation. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Aaron Valadis (phonetic). 



  MR. VALENTAS:  Ed Valentas.  E-D.  Affiliation, 

Huntley and Huntley, Monroeville, Pennsylvania.  

  MR. ELLENBOGEN:  Thank you.  I appreciate it.  

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Are you finished? 

   MS. HEIDELBAUGH: Yeah.  And if you could just --

- if there's any other changes if you could just alert us 

because we're all kind of scrambling through to find out 

where we are.   

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: I'm sorry.  I got them at the 

last minute. 

  MS. HEIDELBAUGH: That's okay.  I just want to 

make sure we're straight. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: So Sarah, you're up.  Pat 

Branch, please get in line, you're next. 

  MS. SCHOLL: Hi.  I’m Sarah Scholl at 5302 

Overlook Glen Drive in Whitehall.  And I'm actually going 

to keep it short and simple for you guys.  You know I've 

been here several times before like many others in this 

room.  And we've been to the regular Council meetings 

where you've heard in an unanimous voice telling you to 

protect our parks, giving you science, giving you real 

testimony from real people affected.  And so, you know, I 

come here today to reiterate what we've all been saying, 

for month after month, we’ve been telling you that this is 

just a common sense issue.  When you talk to them, they 

want to protect our parks.  They're not out to make money.  

They say this is nonsense, these parks are there for our 

recreation, our enjoyment and you are charged with 

protecting them on our behalf.  So I'm here to say that 

I'm against it.  So please do the right thing, protect our 

parks and protect our County.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you, Sarah.  Steve 

Mazza? 

  MR. MAZZA:  Steve Mazza, 2912 Zephyr Avenue, 

also council rep, Keystone Mountain Lake, Council of 

Carpenters.  In the lease agreement we will be receiving 

money to improve the parks.  The parks have deteriorated 

over the years with less money being available.  We also 

need more local jobs.   The County will be able to 

possibly start a job program for high school and college 

students to work in the parks in the summertime as in 

years past.  I do understand the concern that people have 

with drilling.  However, with the safety features in place 

that go beyond the state mandated safeguards I believe 



this will be good for the County and its citizens.  Thank 

you.  And I'm in favor of the drilling. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Next up in line, Michael 

Simms.   

  MR. BRANCH:  Good evening.  My name is Patrick 

Branch.  I'm here as an advocate to encourage you to 

consider approval.  I'm educated as an engineer during the 

first oil embargo in the mid '70s.  There was a lot of 

talk about energy independence then.  We were also raised 

--- as engineers we were educated to be stewards of the 

environment, stewards of energy.  So believe me, I spent a 

whole career doing that.  But at the same time, that being 

said, we need energy.  And energy has to come from 

somewhere.  And this makes sense to me and as I've seen 

over the past few years, we have, in fact, seen a 

resurgence in the economy in our area due in large part to 

us now being recognized as an energy guru.   

     Why not instead of fight this initiative, why 

not embrace it, why not embrace our leadership as energy 

producers, as energy researchers and benefit from the 

economy because as I said, the energy has to come from 

somewhere.  We're going to need it now and we're going to 

need it in the future.  Let's focus on doing it safely.  

Let's not fight it, stick our heads in the sand and say 

it's not going to hurt our environment if we fight it 

because it's going to happen somewhere, and somewhere in 

our neighborhoods.  And we should consider passing it.  

Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Mr. Simms.  Next in line, 

Paul Gitnik. 

   MR. SIMMS:  My name is Michael Simms, and I live 

at 219 Bigham Street in Mt. Washington, City of 

Pittsburgh.  I'm here to speak to you as a businessman.  

Although I'm primarily a publisher, I have been involved 

with real estate development in oil and gas leases all my 

life.  I've bought and renovated a number of properties in 

Mt. Washington, Brookline and the South Side.  Also, I'm 

originally from Texas where my family has been involved 

with real estate and oil and gas development for four 

generations.  My great uncle was a one of the early 

Wildcatters in the 1920s in East Texas.  I've been a party 

to many mineral rights leases of various kinds, including 

gas drilling.  My family still owns gas leases in Texas 

although they are much less productive now than they used 

to be. 



  I'm here to tell you that in purely business 

terms, Rich Fitzgerald's proposal is a terrible deal for 

the County for four reasons.  One, the County's agent to 

the negotiations Rich Fitzgerald has an obvious conflict 

of interest.  He's accepted large campaign donations from 

Range Resources and he has been quoted as saying that he 

is their man.  How can he serve our interests, the 

County's interests, if he's actually representing Range? 

  Two, the contract that Mr. Fitzgerald has made 

public was never mentioned in the statute that you’re 

being asked to approve.  Mr. Fitzgerald in his role as 

Range Resources' front man can change the contract to 

anything that Range wants and you will have defacto 

approve it.  Three, Range Resources has a long history, 

well documented in public records, of cheating landowners 

out of a large part of their royalties.  Range also has a 

history of using defamation lawsuits and gag orders to 

bully landowners who complain.  Four, finally, the 

environmental problems caused by fracking are also well 

documented.  It pollutes water supplies, destroys the land 

for other uses and pollutes the air.  This is a terrible 

legacy to leave to our children and grandchildren.  Looked 

at in purely business terms, the County and perhaps you 

personally, would be liable for the health problems caused 

by fracking.  These damages would add up to many millions 

of dollars.   

     As a businessman who resides in this County, I 

urge you to reject this proposal.  The statute gives a 

blank check to Mr. Fitzgerald who compromised us by a 

fiduciary responsibility to the County.  He would be 

contracting with a dishonest and rapacious company and you 

would be exposing the County to unlimited liability for 

the damages that they do.  Thank you for your time. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  James Kunz.  Next, Rick 

Grejda and Jeanne Clark.                    

  MR. KUNZ:  Good evening.  My name is James Kunz, 

Jr.  I'm the business manager of the International Union 

of Operating Engineers Local 66 representing over 7,000 

men and women in Western Pennsylvania in the construction 

industry and actually, 1,153 here in Allegheny County.  I 

too am a lifelong resident of Allegheny County.  Just to 

let you know what we do, we're the people out there 

running heavy equipment, the cranes, bulldozers, backhoes, 

all the equipment and a lot of which is being used in the 

Marcellus Shale industry.  Many of our members, including 



those who live in Allegheny County, are currently working 

on projects that are both directly or indirectly the 

result of Marcellus Shale gas drilling.   In the beginning 

many of these jobs were performed by workers from other 

states.  That is no longer the case.   

     Most of the employment, including the operation 

of any construction equipment, is now being performed by 

local workers including here in Allegheny County and in 

Southwestern Pennsylvania.  Members of Local 66 can be 

found building well pads, access roads and other 

infrastructure throughout the region.  Much in fact, most 

of the pipeline construction is performed by members of 

the Operating Engineers Local 66.  These are great paying 

jobs with great benefits including pension, annuities and 

healthcare.  These wages and benefits are staying right 

here in the region contributing to its economic growth.  

I'm here today on behalf of my membership to speak in 

support of the proposed lease between Allegheny County and 

Range Resources and Huntley and Huntley to allow shale gas 

extraction underneath Deer Lakes Park.  The carefully 

crafted lease requires strict environmental, safety and 

community health provisions.  It protects the park because 

no surface operations will take place in the park so you 

still have your park.  For this, Allegheny County will 

receive critically needed revenue for our County and its 

parks.   

     And I can tell you from firsthand experience of 

our members working in this industry, that these worksites 

are some of the safest in the construction industry and 

they consistently put into practice state of the art 

environmental protections.  And when I say from personal 

experience, I have two children, a son and daughter, both 

are currently working as operating engineers in the field 

in Marcellus Shale related work.  I wouldn't have them out 

there if it wasn't safe.  With the terms of this lease 

Allegheny County can be a leader in the responsible 

development of the natural gas industry by benefiting its 

residents, by providing local jobs, improving energy self 

sufficiency and lowering heating and electricity costs.  

So on behalf of the 1,153 Allegheny County members of 

Local 66, as well as the rest of its 7,000 members, I 

strongly urge all you Councilmembers to support and 

approve the proposed lease.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Kunz.  Next in 

line, the Honorable Jake Wheatley. 



  MR. GREJDA:  My name is Rick Grejda.  I reside  

in the 28th Ward in the City of Pittsburgh and I'm a 

business agent for the Service Employees International 

Union.  SEIU workers has more than 1,000 County workers.  

Our County revenues are stagnant.  Every year state and 

federal funding decreases.  At the same time the need for 

services that our members provide and are mandated by 

state and federal law keep increasing.  These are 

important functions of County government, including 9-1-1, 

human services, the courts, our health department, and 

that's to name a few. 

  This Council has been elected by the taxpayers 

to control the assets that the County owns.  This includes 

the natural resources under our parks.  I believe that if 

we don’t extract this gas, it’ll be stolen by the drilling 

companies' via adjacent properties.  This would be a huge 

loss to the residents of Allegheny County.  You as elected 

County government officials need to advocate for safe 

drilling.  We need to assure that our environment and our 

drinking water is safe.  We need to hold the drilling 

industry accountable.  All of the work related to this 

drilling should be performed by local workers.   

      In addition, this drilling work should be 

performed by members of the Pittsburgh Building Trades 

Council not simply because they are members of a union but 

because of their track record when it comes to safety.  A 

union jobsite is statistically a much safer jobsite and 

with this type of work safety is everyone's top concern as 

you’ll hear tonight.  Ladies and gentleman of Council, our 

roads are crumbling, we are closing schools, every 

department in County government is doing more with less.  

We need this revenue.  I would ask that you approve this 

ordinance and I would beg you, and I mean beg, that you 

pass a resolution and that you each lobby Harrisburg to 

pass an excise tax on this gas.  The bottom line is County 

government needs this revenue to continue delivering the 

outstanding services that we deliver everyday in County 

government.  Thank you for your time. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Next in line, 

Kenneth Allshouse.   

  MS. CLARK:  Good evening.  My name is Jeanne 

Clark.  I've brought a few copies of the testimony from my 

last opportunity to speak to Council, because some members 

of Council we not here, as well as an article about the 

five facts of shale drilling and everybody agrees to.  I’m 



speaking tonight as someone who worked for the past 15 

years working to make energy and the environment safe and 

work for people to eliminate air pollution, to stop bad 

policy from happening and have good policy happen.  I've 

actually walked the walk, too.  I have spent $20,000 on my 

120 year house to bring it up to above energy standards 

because I know how important energy is to a clean 

environment.  And because I'm an environmentalist I'm 

supporting this lease.  It is very good for the 

environment.  It creates a lot of protections.  

      I want to talk about the consequences of saying 

no.  What will happen if we say no.  Well, first off, 

we'll lose money.  We'll lose the immediate lease 

assigning payment of $4.7 million.  We'll lose $3 million 

in donations that Deer Lakes and other parks so 

desperately need.  And we'll lose in the future 18 percent 

of royalties to drilling amounting to $3 million over 20 

years.  But we're going to lose a lot more than money.  

And a lot of things more important than money.  We're 

going to lose the increased jobs and local investment that 

those jobs bring.  And let me tell you, I grew up in that 

area.  I was in Russellton three times a week early in my 

career.  And I can see that Russellton and West Deer, 

Frazer need those jobs.  They need those local businesses 

that provide for that work.  Most importantly, we won't 

lose environmentally.  Under current circumstances, the 

only environmental protections for the area and the parks 

are those enforced by DEP.  Those rules are not strong 

enough and DEP has a shoddy record on enforcement.   

      Just last week, StateImpact PA reported that 

when the Chevron Natural Gas Well exploded in Greene 

County killing a worker, the company blocked DEP from the 

site for nearly two days.  And DEP let them do it even 

though they had a legal right to be there.   

     So do we really want DEP to be the only group 

protecting our neighbors?  This lease has enhanced and 

enforceable protections against water contamination, light 

pollution, truck traffic endangering our kids, against out 

of control fires and against damage to our roads.  And 

these protections are for the park and for the West Deer 

and Frazer Township, for the whole community.  Saying no 

will break faith to the people who live in that area.  

They want these extra protections.  Their elected 

officials have voted that way.  And you will deny them 

these safety measures if you vote no. 



      Finally, this isn't going to stop fracking.  

There are already 109 shallow wells and 19 deep wells 

drilled in West Deer and Frazer.  We need to say yes to 

this lease.  Thank you very much. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Kenneth 

Allshouse.  Next speaker is going to be Robert Fragasso. 

  MR. ALLSHOUSE:  Thank you, Council.  My name is 

Kenneth Allshouse, I'm a resident of McCandless Township.  

And I'm one of the people that uses North Park on a daily 

basis.  So while I'm not in Deer Park I am someone who’s 

on the Friends of North Park Council.  I'm originally a 

science major.  I own land in Indiana County that has gas 

wells on it and within one mile one way and two miles the 

other way there are Marcellus wells that have been drilled 

by ETD and Chevron.  And I've talked with people that live 

there.  I've watched those wells being drilled from the 

ground up from when they prepare the pad and so forth. 

      I think a lot of times we lose perspective on 

things.  When these wells are drilled, they're roughly 

7,000 feet down.  To give some perspective to that, if we 

look at where Allegheny County Courthouse to the front 

door of Allegheny General is about 6,500 feet from that.  

I'm giving you a little bit of perspective of how deep 

these wells are.  Our groundwater, I grew up with well 

water.  You know, our well was 125 feet deep.  And several 

hundred feet underneath that is the Pittsburgh coal seam 

which has been mined over the past 100 years.  As a child 

we were told we could go from North Park all the way over 

to Springdale underground.  And I'm much more concerned 

about all those millions of gallons of water that are 

sitting in that mine than I am with what we're doing with 

the Marcellus.   

      When we get into --- I have the land in Indiana 

County that has some additional wells and I knew that they 

would be looking at doing Marcellus up there so I 

investigated this pretty thoroughly looking at --- talking 

with both geologists that are doing it, actually going 

onsite and watching them getting done.  And I'm pretty 

confident that these things can be done safely.  I would 

have the caveat of the testing what I hear is in the lease 

on both groundwater from people that are there, testing 

the lakes to make sure that there isn't going to be 

seepage up into there.  And all of those types of things 

that I'm sure that someone can go through.  The only thing 

that I see is with the royalties that are coming through.  



They're very frontloaded in the first three years.  And 

being someone who uses the parks on a regular basis and 

having watched how they have deteriorated and funding is 

always difficult, I would encourage you to consider 

putting a large section of those royalties into a trust 

fund for the park foundation to maintain our parks on an 

ongoing basis so future generations can enjoy the parks as 

I have.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Kenneth.  Next 

person up will be Bill Yorkshire.  Go ahead, Robert. 

  MR. FRAGASSO:  Bob Fragasso, Bethel Park, Keith 

Road, lifelong County resident.  I do not have any 

interest in the shale gas business.  I have an investment 

management firm in downtown Pittsburgh with offices in the 

North and South Hills.  I've been appointed by your body, 

Ms. Means and Mr. Palmiere, to the Council of Friends of 

South Park.  I learned to swim in the county pool in South 

Park back in the 1950s and I'll get back to that point.  

So the park is pretty important to my extended family.  My 

grown children live in Bethel Park use it regularly for 

recreation so I care about the parks.  

  Let's go back 80 years when the federal 

government worked an enormous amount of money into the 

parks as well as the country's park systems.  Even up to 

the 1950s it was still a crown jewel.  It started in the 

'70s with the deterioration of our industry.  This whole 

region deteriorated and the funding for the parks was 

less.  So when you look at the parks today, they're 

deteriorating.   The Friends of South Park hold golf 

outings and raffles to try to supplement and do things 

that the County budget cannot do.  That's not because you 

don't want to do it, it's because you don't have the 

funding to do it.   

  Let's take a look --- remember I am in 

investment.  We did extensive research for investment 

opportunities.  Let me tell you, gas is a game changer for 

this country.  We're not putting this genie back in the 

bottle.  John Surma, the outgoing President of U.S. Steel, 

told me a couple of months ago that it's a game changer 

for his company.  He can now compete internationally 

simply because of the cost of energy wilted down so much.  

He's able to apply money into refurbishing plants and to 

move forward on this.  So somebody is going to reap the 

benefits of selling shale gas.  And it should be us.  We 

are a steward of these parks.  We will not meet our 



covenant to our forebearers and to our children and 

grandchildren if we don't do it.   

     I have 52 seconds, a couple quick things to 

think about.  In my over 60 decades of life, I still 

remain confident --- over 60 years.  I remain confident of 

the democratic process.  And I also remain confident in 

this body and your ability to do your fiduciary duty.  

Think about disruption.  It's disruptive to build a 

hospital.  It's disruptive to build a school or a housing 

plant.  But that disruption is finite and it's for the 

greater good.  Let's make sure we carry our legacy 

forward.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Bob Gierl, Bill 

Yorkshire.  He apparently isn't here.  This is a good one, 

Daniel Styche.  Did I say that wrong? 

   MR. YORKSHIRE:  My name is Bill Yorkshire and I 

currently reside in Plum Borough.  I am a life long 

residence of Allegheny County.  I would like to speak on 

behalf of the current proposal in front of this council.  

I represent the Amature Astronomers Association of 

Pittsburgh.  We've had an eight-year plus partnership with 

industry and the scientific community.  We're a nonprofit, 

we're all strictly volunteer.  In addition to that 

history, we have a partnership with Allegheny County going 

back 35 years when it was governed by commissioners, 

particularly Tom Foerster, Bill Hunt and Cyril Wecht.  

It's important to know this because without their 

cooperation, we wouldn’t be currently in Deer Lakes Park.  

Our site, which we currently have, the Wagman Observatory 

they were the enablers to have that come about.  The site 

was chosen because of its darkness and also its elevation.  

In this 22nd year since we had construction, we hosted 

over 58,000 individuals, families, church groups, 

educators, individuals.  And through that tenure, we've 

had many of young astronomer look for their fist meteor in 

the evening skies.   

     At Wagman, we've been fortunate to have 

cooperation with developers when the Pittsburgh Mills 

threatened our light --- or our darkness in that area.  We 

worked with County --- rather, we worked with local 

government to reduce the effects of light pollution in our 

operation of running the observatory.  So proposals 

submitted by Range Resources and Huntley and Huntley, 

County Council addresses these concerns.  The use of 

limited or full cut off lighting will ensure our continued 



operation at Wagman Observatory, along with other 

provisions.  We want Wagman Observatory to continue our 

mission to educate and provide an enjoyable experience to 

young and old throughout --- young and old alike.  We 

support the proposal.  We feel it's in our best interests 

and it's certainly a model for other municipalities and 

counties throughout the Commonwealth to adopt.  Rich 

Fitzgerald and members of his family and even members of 

his staff have been up there and many of you members have 

come up there on different occasions.   

     This has enabled them and yourselves to see what 

we do firsthand.  We've addressed concerns over the light 

pollution and I think the thing is right now is 

improvements.  And we need money to make these 

improvements and maintain the parks.  And this is a great 

way to fill that need.  This proposal is a win/win for the 

County.  I feel it’s a win/win for the taxpayer in the 

improvements that are necessary.  In closing I'd like to 

thank you for your time and please come up and visit us. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Bill.  Daniel 

Styche?   

          MR. CATANESE:  Chairman, let the record show 

that Councilman Kress is present.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Kress.  Daniel 

Styche?  Not present.  Let's get three more here.  

Rosemary Bradley, Don Botsford and Bill Brooks.   

MS. BRADLEY:  Good evening.  

CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Please state your name and 

address for the record, please. 

  MS. BRADLEY:  I'm Rosemary Bradley, 930  Indiana 

Avenue, Glassport, PA.  I think this is a good lease.  

It's a good deal for Deer Lakes Park and the rest of the 

County.  We can use some of the income to enhance the 

other parks and recreational facilities, the pools, 

playgrounds, the restroom and improve some trails.  The 

gas drillers are to minimize pollution.  I think Frazer's 

supervisors should be commended for their diligent 

research and understanding of the process and benefits.  

The environment will be protected and the regulations are 

already there and set that will be followed.  We have to 

trust our officials and realize that our water will not be 

affected during the process of fracking.  We must make 

sure and insist that the contaminated water is processed 

at a certified plant, tests are taken and recorded.   



     The operations tightly monitored and that people 

are well be trained in the field of all the necessary 

precautions for taking safety of the workers and 

surrounding communities need to be addressed.  Drilling, 

it's in a controlled environment.  The best of people --- 

these people are well trained, their engineers, operators, 

experienced workers.  And it's all about the safety of the 

environment.  We need to set the standards for the 

operation and listen to the concerns of the people that 

you represent and take into consideration and work it out 

now before we --- so that we can avoid any 

misunderstandings and put everything to rest.  We must 

work together and be watchdogs.  It can be a good deal and 

I know that it will be.  And as a small community in 

Glassport Borough, I think that we also will be looking at 

what's happening and hopefully benefit in the same way.  

Thank you. 

  CHAIR FUTULES:  Thank you.  Dawn.  And the next 

speakers will be Bill Brooks and John Duffey and Robert 

Kramm. 

  MS. BOTSFORD:  Hello.  I’m Dawn Botsford.  I'm a 

resident of Allegheny County.  I've lived and worked in 

Pittsburgh for the last 40 years but I'm not from here.  I 

grew up all over the country because my father was an 

engineer --- well, he is an engineer still, he is still 

alive.  And he built power plants all over this country, 

and in fact, one of the areas was in West Texas where I 

grew up with gas wells.  And as a young child I learned 

very early about energy and how important energy is to us.  

We came from a very energy conscious family.  And the key 

to that energy is that we had to be able to meet our 

energy needs while we provide the --- in a way that harms  

the land the least.  What you're being asked to do is to 

approve an ordinance for the use of your park.  The 

ordinance changes the use a little bit but it doesn't 

eliminate your authority to use that as a park.  What it 

does is permit you another use and then you as a Council 

have the opportunity to determine the terms of this lease 

to control how that energy is used and how it is accessed.  

And that's what's most important, I think, in the whole 

process. 

  Additionally, you have the opportunity to gain 

about $7 million in that process.  You've heard people 

today talk about we don't want to give up your park, 

you’re not being asked to give up the park, we don't want 



to change the way this community operates.  Well, you're 

not being asked to do that.  You want people to stay here.  

You want young people to stay here.  Well, you know what, 

young people aren't going to stay here if there aren't 

jobs and the tax structure is too high.  So you're being 

asked merely to approve this use through this ordinance.  

I think that as elected officials you are quite capable, 

again, in enforcing the terms of the lease for the benefit 

of these residents.  Thank you.     

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Bill Brooks?  John Duffey?  

Robert Kramm, I know he's here.   

  MR. BROOKS:  My name is Bill Brooks.   I 

represent the laborers in Pittsburgh, President of the 

Pittsburgh Building Trades and I'm a trustee of the State 

of Pennsylvania Building Trades.  I've heard people 

mention, three people in particular, infrastructure, 

energy and the money to do these things.  When I was a 

young guy growing up in the City of Pittsburgh and now I'm 

ten minutes outside the City of Pittsburgh right near 

Settlers Cabin Park, which by the way, needs a lot of 

repairs also, these parks were all beautiful shape.  Now, 

we're in a conservative mood in this country that where 

does the money come from? 

  I heard the Mayor say the other day in one of 

his speeches which really got close to the heart, that we 

need to find a new economy for my children, my 

grandchildren, all your children.  We have the ways and 

means to protect the water, to protect the air.  We're in 

Allegheny County, one of the best counties in the country. 

I was born and raised --- even though I represent a lot of 

construction workers, that in turn we represent the 

working middle class.  Without this energy where do we go?  

We need to get onboard with Range Resources.  I'll mention 

them right now.  There's a few other that you know of 

sitting in this room.  If you're not onboard, they'll go 

right by us.  You need to be onboard.  You need to do the 

right thing.  We urge Council to do the right thing.  I 

believe the lease is looked at by a lot of good people.  I 

believe in the lease it will protect the people that live 

near the park.  I also believe that the people or the 

private residents near the park are all in favor of this.  

I have signed a lease for under my property that's in 

Collier Township.  It's not going to be done right now but 

I signed that lease.  And I have six grandchildren.  So I 

mean, as far as the day and age, we can make the ways to 



make it safe for our children and grandchildren.  But 

let's have faith --- let’s hope that they have work to do 

whatever when they come to that age.  We urge Council on 

behalf of myself and my members, let's get this passed and 

get this done.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Next speaker John 

Duffey.  Robert Kramm, Mike LaQuatra. 

  MR. DUFFEY:  Hi.  I'm Bill Duffy, lifelong 

resident of Allegheny County.  I live in Tarentum Borough, 

approximately, ten miles from Deer Lakes Park.  I'm in 

favor of the vote to approve --- for Council to approve 

this drilling project at Deer Lakes Park.  The employment 

opportunity for Allegheny County would be great.  

Unemployment as high as it is throughout the state, it 

would give our residents of Allegheny County a chance to 

obtain employment, pay their bills, put food on their 

tables.  The financial benefits that this project would 

bring to Allegheny County and the parks systems.  Road 

improvements.  Playground improvements where our kids 

play.  Parking improvement.  Pavilion improvements, picnic 

pavilion improvements.  Restroom facility improvements.  

Now, I'll mention royalties from this project for years to 

come for Allegheny County.  I strongly urge this Council 

to approve this project.  In closing I'd like to applaud 

the County Executive and his administration for their 

vision and their efforts to keep Allegheny County moving 

forward.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Duffy.  Robert 

Kramm.  Mike LaQuatra is next and then Tom Hoffman. 

  MR. KRAMM:  Hello, everyone.  My name's Robert 

Kramm.  I live in North Fayette Township, PA.  I'm 

speaking to you today on the 19 years of experience I have 

in running the food and raft concessions at the Boyce Park 

Wade Pool.  When I started in 1985 Boyce Park Wade Pool 

was in its heyday, you know, the place to be.  The wave 

pool attendance was booming and bustling with an average 

attendance of about 80,000 people a year.  I seen the same 

kids there everyday, their families there every weekend.  

The entire facility was like brand new.  The grass was 

manicured, everything was clean, shiny and safe.  And 

there was a strong police presence throughout the park.  

We had one friendly police officer inside the pool from 

morning to close that would walk around and say hello to 

people and talk to the kids and that, just to let 

everybody know it was safe and he was there if needed.  



Also, there was a policeman riding throughout the parking 

lot to prevent cars from getting broken into.  The County 

Parks Department, maintenance department, police 

department were fully staffed then and it showed.   

     I had stacks of applications every year for kids 

hoping to get a chance to work at the pool.  And I thought 

this is great to have such an asset like this in the 

County for the taxpayers who couldn't afford to belong to 

a country club pool or a private pool.  I was there seven 

days a week from 8:30 in the morning to 8:30 p.m. and I 

loved it.  Then in 1996 there was a change in Allegheny 

County Commissioners.  They ran on a platform of lowering 

property taxes by 20 percent.  This was one of the rare 

times they actually did what they actually promised they 

would do.  And they lowered the property taxes 20 percent.  

That absolutely killed the staffing.  The facility started 

falling apart in disrepair and every year it got worse and 

worse and worse.  We no longer had a police officer 

stationed at the pool or anywhere near there.  And if we 

have a problem, we had to call North Park.  And by the 

time they sent somebody the problem was over with.  Not 

only was the park getting rundown, we started to see a lot 

of trouble and problems arising more and more everyday.  

Cars in the parking lots were getting broken into, the 

families no longer felt safe and the attendance started 

dropping year by year.   

     In 2002 I was paying kids, pouring pop, $10 an 

hour and practically begging them to come to work because 

of the aggravation and unruly customers that nobody wanted 

to be there.  I have to really thank Allegheny County 

Executive Rich Fitzgerald and his team for having the 

foresight and courage to do the right thing and to think 

outside the box and think of a way we can bring our parks 

back to what they once were without raising taxes.  I hope 

you as County Councilmembers will join the County 

Executive and do the right thing and to accept the lease.  

The easy thing is --- the hard --- and the hard thing is 

to do the right thing.  And the only other thing is raise 

taxes which I know nobody wants to do that.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Mike LaQuatra.  Next up will 

be Tom Huffman and Gregory Jones. 

  MR. LAQUATRA:  Good evening, members of Council.  

My name is Mike LaQuatra.  I'm a representative from the 

Labor District Council of Western Pennsylvania.  My 

organization is responsible for the well being of our hard 



working men and women throughout the 33 counties of 

Western Pennsylvania.  I am also a lifelong resident of 

the County of Allegheny, in particular, the North Hills 

area.  I come here today to speak in favor of the proposed 

gas drilling in the area of Deer Lakes Park.  My main 

focus is on jobs.  The proposed drilling project will have 

an immediate impact upon job creation in our region, 

laborers, truck drivers and others as well as various 

tradesmen will work on this project.  These men and women 

can experience substantial employment which will provide a 

livable wage enabling them to provide for their families.  

As a result of the proposed project, immediate and future 

jobs will be created.  Future projects also will be made 

available to upgrade Deer Lakes Park and its 

infrastructure as well as reconstruction and repair of 

surrounding roads.   

     Deer Lakes Park project will provide an economic 

windfall to Allegheny County and in particular, the Deer 

Lakes area.  Not only from the drilling project itself, 

but in revenues that will be created by area proprietors.  

Local stores of businesses should see an increase in sales 

as a direct result of this project being performed.  

Future revenues to the County will also have an impact on 

future growth and opportunity in the region.  On a 

personal note as a resident of West Deer Township, I look 

forward to this opportunity to promote growth and the 

prosperity of my township as well as Allegheny County as a 

result of the Deer Lakes Park drilling project.  Thank 

you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Tom Hoffman.  And then after 

that will be Nancy Mills.   

  MR. HOFFMAN:  Hi.  My name's Tom Hoffman.  I’m 

the Western Pennsylvania Director for Clean Water Action. 

We have about 15,000 members in Western Pennsylvania.  I 

wanted to start with a quote from one of our favorite sons 

here, Andy Warhol.  He said I think having land and not 

ruining it is the most beautiful art that anybody could 

ever want to own.  I've been here sometime before with one 

of those job creators that you read so much about.  We 

have jobs for young folks who are committed to working to 

make sure they have some kind of plan that they can live 

on when they get to my advanced age.   

     I told you how our organizers like to talk to 

folks about this issue because people get, for instance, 

that parks and fracking don't mix.  Our organizers get 



much applause the next day because lots of people have 

heard.  So far we've gotten about 100 letters to Sue 

Means; about 100 letters to Nick Futules; over 200 letters 

to Mr. Ellenbogen; and tonight we have letters for --- 130 

handwritten letters in about three days to Mr. Palmiere.  

Councilmember Palmiere, please do not allow any fracking 

in or around our County parks.  We have families and five 

kids that we enjoy taking to the parks and do not like 

anything to get in the way of that.  Please do not frack 

anywhere near our parks.  These lands are protected and it 

will disturb my family and community.   

      So tonight our folks are in Verona getting more 

Letters to Futules.  And we will be going back to Mr. 

Ellenbogen’s district in a week or so.  So thank you very 

much.  And Mr. Palmiere, we promised to delver these by 

hand so I'm going to bring them over to you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Gregory Jones?  

Nancy Mills, Sam Williamson and Constance George. 

  MS. MILLS:  Thank you very much.  I am a 

resident of Moon Township and a property owner in Moon 

Township, a member of the Moon Township Planning 

Commission, a former member of the Board of Supervisors in 

Moon Township, a member of the Board of Settlers Cabin 

Park and a Board member of the Pittsburgh Botanic Gardens.  

As a boardmember of Settlers Cabin Park and Chair of the 

Allegheny County Democratic Committee I've had the 

opportunity to tour many of the parks in Allegheny County.  

I am aware of the disrepair of the parks.  A windfall 

would be welcomed at most of our County parks to help 

bring them up to a standard that the residents deserve.  

For the past several years in Moon Township we have 

addressed the subject of drilling for Marcellus Shale and 

the fracking process.   

     I've toured a drill site so I have a little bit 

of experience on the subject.  We looked to our zoning 

options in Moon Township after we went and had our tour.  

We even looked at banning drilling.  This was not an 

option.  We invited public comment and listened to all 

sides of the issue.  One subject continued to emerge, and 

that is the drilling at the Greater Pittsburgh Airport.  

Three of the airport drill sites are located in Moon 

Township.  This became a relief to us as we know that the 

leverage of the County in making the process safe far 

exceeds what an individual property owner could do.  We 

know that subsurface drilling will take place a mile below 



the water level.  This drilling may take place under 

residents' homes, schools, parks or businesses.  Our 

primary concerns were not with the subsurface drilling but 

the actual drill sites.   

     We are pleased that our drill sites will be at 

the airport.  The fact is that the drilling will take 

place.  The trucks will carry the liquid, the 

infrastructure will be impacted if this drilling is a 

reality.  It is going to happen.  The only question is 

whether subsurface drilling should be done under the park.  

If this is denied, Deer Lakes residents will lose the 

leverage of the County and all the work the Executive has 

done to protect the residents of the Deer Lake area.  This 

is crucial.  In Moon Township I as a resident and member 

of the planning commission am pleased to have the county 

people overseeing the drilling at the airport.  I believe 

that this is the best option for Moon Township.  And I 

also think that the County being involved in the Deer 

Lakes project is crucial to that.  Believe me, drill, 

baby, drill is not my montra.  But Marcellus Shale is a 

reality and we as residents of our local townships, our 

county and our state have an obligation to make sure that 

the drilling is safe, supervised and regulated.  This is 

best achieved by having the County involved in the 

process.   

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Sam Williamson.  

Constance George.  Angela Corvello and Terri Supowitz. 

  MS. GEORGE:  Thanks for allowing me to comment 

today.  My name is Connie George and I'm the vice 

president of Communications for Visit Pittsburgh.  I'm 

also an Allegheny County resident.  Visit Pittsburgh is 

the official tourism and promotion agency for Allegheny 

County and we work to bring meetings, conventions, 

business and leisure travelers to the region.  Our goal is 

to encourage travelers to stay overnight and bring their 

money from the outside and spend it here.  My colleague, 

Craig Davis, spoke earlier about the economic impact with 

energy-related meetings and conferences.  The estimated 

total tax dollars generated from these energy-related 

conferences and events that Mr. Davis talked about is 

about three and a half million dollars between 2009 and 

2014.   

      Just this year we hosted --- we're going to host 

12 energy-related conferences, 13,000 people will come 

here because of energy-related field and will spend about 



$16 million just this year.  This week the National 

Association of Professional Landmen were here.  There were 

2,500 people that consumed 1,800 hotel room nights and 

spent about $2.2 million in our region.  I’m here today 

though to tell you a little personal story.  In January I 

was flying to Colorado and there were about six gentlemen 

around me and they were all from Texas and they were all 

in the Marcellus Shale industry.  Some of them were in 

work clothes, some of them were in business suits.  They 

started talking about Pittsburgh and how much they liked 

it.  They wondered what there is to do in the city, they 

don't really hear a lot because they're working so much.  

Of course, I'm not shy, I'm from Pittsburgh, so I started 

to talk to the gentleman across the row from me.  And he 

said he'd really like to move to Pittsburgh and bring his 

family here, there's not much of a quality of life in 

Texas, the opportunities are not there.  So I told him to 

go on ImaginePittsburgh.com website and I basically 

started to give a presentation about Pittsburgh on the 

airplane and telling him that there's 30,000 jobs 

available in Pittsburgh related to science, manufacturing 

and energy industries alone.  And they're not minimum-wage 

jobs.  Then others around him chimed in and started to 

tell me how much they liked Pittsburgh.   

     I bring this up because we talk about local jobs 

here and we want local people to be employed but we also -

-- it's less obvious that all these people are coming in 

from outside of the city --- and the county spending tons 

of money and creating jobs.  I was very proud of Allegheny 

County that day and to be a resident.  And I know these 

gentlemen were just the tip of the iceberg but many people 

that travel and perhaps move here as a result of the 

energy-related industries.  They spend their money here 

and they're bringing families here to enjoy our region.  

Thank you very much. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Terri Supowitz?  Randy 

Forister, Tony Lacenere and Dewitt Peart. 

  MS. SUPOWITZ: Good evening.  I am Terri 

Supowitz, I live at 310 Hay Street, Wilkinsburg.  I have a 

question for you.  Who has the most to gain from fracking 

the Deer Lakes Park?  Not me.  From where I sit looking at 

the tally sheet it looks like it's Range and Fitzgerald.  

They want to move this process along as fast as they can 

so they can go find the loopholes, the falsehoods, the 

lies and the lack of transparency.  They're waging a 



misinformation campaign which easily competes with that of 

the cigarette companies many years ago.  It's up to you to 

see through it and it's not easy.  For all of us coming 

here, there is no personal gain.  We are all volunteers 

doing what we think is right.  There's no money in it for 

us.  There is no financial reward.  On the other hand, 

this is a multi-million dollar deal for Range and 

certainly something for Fitzgerald.  Their business 

depends on exploiting the communities and residents of 

Pennsylvania to get to the Marcellus Shale.  Like the 

cigarette companies before them who deliberately waged a 

misinformation campaign against the American public for 

almost 50 years, you are being lied to and misinformed by 

Range and Fitzgerald.  Why else would he put so much 

pressure on you?  Why would he insist that you cancel the 

meeting with John Smith, not only once but twice?  My 

guess, is that Fitzgerald does not want you to know that 

you, Allegheny Councilmembers, are the ones who are 

ultimately responsible.  You are the ones who could be 

sued by the municipality.  It sounds like a great deal for 

Fitzgerald.  He writes the lease with Range, no input from 

you, and you're held responsible.  Last of all, at the 

last meeting at Deer Lakes and tonight, many from industry 

said, we, including myself, do not understand fracking and 

we were emotional and not quoting facts.  I have two 

Master's degrees and have been studying fracking since 

2010.  Don't tell me that I don’t know what fracking is 

all about and the dangers it presents to communities.  

That is insulting.  I understand all too well what 

fracking is about.  My friends here and I, unlike the oil 

and gas industry, have nothing to gain from opposing 

fracking.  On the other hand, the oil and gas industry, 

again, has millions to gain.  And they're scared.  They 

know it's dangerous, damaging and wrong.  Do not vote for 

greed.  Do not vote for harming residents.  Do not vote 

for making communities a place of fires, explosions and 

spills.  Vote no to fracking under Deer Lakes Park. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Randy Forister.  Tony 

Lacenere, Dewitt Peart, up front, too.  

  MR. FORISTER: Thank you.  My name is Randy 

Forister.  I’m a resident of McCandless Township.  I want 

to thank you for allowing everyone to express their 

opinions today.  Everyone.  I am an avid user of the 

County's parks.  I use the parks for recreation three to 

five times per week.  While I enjoy the parks, it is 



apparent that the funding for maintenance of the parks is 

a challenge.  I did some research and looked at the 

Allegheny County Comprehensive Fiscal Plan for 2014 and on 

page 157 --- I didn't print all 200 pages of it but that's 

the cover of the plan.  On page 157 I found the following 

comments; existing park structures are in poor condition 

and are a safety concern.  Many shelters have exceeded 

their useful life.  Many park building roofs are in dire 

need of repair because they have well-exceed their life 

expectancy and are causing internal structural damage to 

the buildings.   

  As you can see maintenance in the parks is 

falling behind.  In order to get caught up, significant 

funding will be needed.  I have reviewed the gas lease for 

Deer Lakes Park and it is a very good document with 

numerous protections for the park and the surrounding 

residents.  Please understand that this is a nonsurface 

lease which means there will be absolutely no activity on 

the surface of the park.  There will be multiple laterals 

drilled approximately 6,000 feet deep below the park.  

Those laterals will be in a production casing which is 

approximately five and a half inches in diameter.  This is 

what five and a half inch production casing looks like 

(indicating).  That's the size of pipe that will go under 

the park.  That pipe will be 6,000 feet down which is 

equivalent to the distance from this room to Heinz Field.  

That's how far down it will be.  In return for placing 

these pipes, the County will receive $7.7 million plus the 

royalties.  When the royalties are included the County 

will received tens of millions of dollars over the next 20 

years.   

  My request is simple.  I ask that you be a good 

steward for the parks in Allegheny County and allow 

drilling to occur under Deer Lakes Park.  Allow the 

revenue to flow to Allegheny County which will provide 

additional funding for the parks department so that they 

can address the deferred maintenance.  Please, repair the 

restrooms, the shelters, the roads and allow Allegheny 

County residents to be proud of their park system.  Thank 

you for your time.  And I hope that you will vote yes for 

drilling under Deer Lakes Park.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Tony?  The next person, 

Dewitt Peart and Richard Sharick, next up. 

  MR. LACENERE: My name is Tony Lacenere.  I run a 

company here that focuses on investing in healthcare 



companies as well as a clean tech companies called I-

Networks.  Our focus of these businesses are companies 

that save time, money and lives in a lot of different --- 

from breast cancer to orthopedics and a lot of other 

things.  We also spend a lot of time focusing on lean 

tech.  First of all, I want to have said --- as a 

continual user of Allegheny County parks system by my 

family, like the two gentlemen before, I live close to 

North Park.  I moved there specifically to have my family 

move into the parks so we live right on the edge of the 

park.  And all my kids have benefited from --- in every 

single way, almost every single day living in North Park.  

  County leadership has made, from my perspective, 

as the voice of a very contentious issue but the County 

leadership has made every important stringent restriction 

to protect the public lands that will impact our region.  

Well, looking at that with respect to --- I'm not ---  

it's a very two --- it's not an either/or argument.  And 

there's good points on both sides.  And the debate over 

how best to access the economic and environmental value of 

natural gas, I'll remind you, Mr. Putin will be very happy 

to sell us that gas.  While protecting our citizens and 

sustaining a positive environmental balance County 

officials, you folks, are prioritizing the safety of the 

citizens. 

  I'd like to propose three things as we approve 

this lease.  First of all, I'd like to see some kind of 

agency of informed and experienced individuals to 

establish and to enforce a consistent and continual update 

and complete transparency rule for all the folks that are 

opposed to this.  I think that would be good.  Secondly, 

I'd like to see an empowered agency formed of experienced 

individuals separate and distinct from the independent 

regulatory and enforcement agency.  One of the ladies 

spoke about the DEP had their hand on the chance to do the 

right thing and didn't really, in her opinion, do the 

right thing.  So I think we can do the right thing.  And 

the third thing is to make third-party environmental 

insurance and liability a condition for fracking.  So with 

all that being said, add to our tax base, improve our park 

system and protect our environment. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Tony.  Dewitt 

Peart.  Richard's next and Kristine Kirk will be after.  

  MR. PEART:  Good evening, everyone.  My name is 

Dewitt Peart.  I'm President of the Greater Pittsburgh 



Chamber of Commerce and also executive vice president of 

Economic Development to the Allegheny Conference on 

Community Development.  Shale gas drilling has already 

demonstrated its potential to be an enormous public 

benefit for our region, fueling economic activity and 

attracting business investment that has created thousands 

of jobs through the recent recession and beyond.  At the 

same time communities have had to adapt to this new 

industry, especially when a company has wished to drill on 

or under public land such as school district athletic 

fields or public parks.  Managed appropriately, this 

represents an opportunity for governments to gain new 

revenue without having to raise taxes.  More importantly, 

it gives public officials a voice in an activity that is 

likely to happen no matter whether or not they cooperate.  

By working with the drilling company, public officials may 

negotiate operating parameters that minimize disruption to 

the local community and are sensitive to local conditions.   

     This is the approach that County Executive Rich 

Fitzgerald has taken with regards to the proposed Deer 

Lakes lease.  The well pads will be located outside the 

park so there won't be any disruption of the public area.  

The deal will raise millions of dollars in new revenue for 

the County and will lead to millions more in improvements 

to County parks.  And it will require the company to take 

extra steps to ensure that the drilling activity is 

sensitive to the local community.  To cite a few examples, 

the contract will require the lights on the jobsite to be 

shielded so they don’t disrupt the observatory in the 

park.  It will limit truck traffic on local school bus 

routes.  And it will require more extensive water 

monitoring than is required by the state.   

     These provisions are only in place because of 

the County's willingness to permit the drilling under Deer 

Lakes Park.  The Deer Lakes proposal demonstrates that it 

is possible to develop our region's shale gas resources in 

an environmentally sensitive way.  Given this reasoned and 

balanced approach, the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of 

Commerce urges the County Council to approve the contract 

and permit drilling under Deer Lakes Park.   

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Dewitt.  

Richard, you're next.  Kristine Kirk after you, Pia 

Colucci after that. 

  MR. SHARICK:  My name is Richard Sharick.  I'm a 

property owner and resident of Cheswick, about five miles 



from Deer Lakes Park.  And I was one of the guys that was 

fishing out at Deer Lakes Park on opening day this year.  

I live close to this park, love this park.  But I still 

see this as a great opportunity for our County to provide 

good meaningful jobs for our children.  Back in '74 I 

graduated high school.  I went down the unemployment 

office, I found a job that sustained me and my family for 

39 years.  Can anybody say that your children can find 

opportunities like this now?  Now, it's in our lap here, 

are we going to walk away from this?  Do we walk away from 

industry just because it might impact our environment?  Do 

we really?  Do you not live in a field?  Come back out of 

the cave --- you may have a nice pristine environment but 

you won't get anything else.  You need jobs.  I mean, 

these are the opportunities that people need, not service 

sector jobs that will pay them $10 an hour.  That's not 

going to get them anywhere.  Our young people need jobs.  

The opportunity is here, don't turn it down.  I fully 

support this proposal and hope that we accept this lease. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Ms. Heidelbaugh? 

  MS. HEKDELBAUGH:  I've been pretty vocal about 

requesting that our Council be respectful of the people 

who come to our meetings, many of whom are opposed.  And I 

would just ask that those who are opposed, please be 

respectful for those who are in favor.  I'm going to be 

fair and I ask that everybody be respectful to every other 

speaker. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Kristine? 

  MS. KIRK:  Hi.  My name is Kristine Kirk and 

you're about to receive two pieces of paper that talks 

about what we've been able to do because of the shale 

industry.  And I am a business owner in Allegheny County 

since 1994 and when the shale industry came into the area, 

it gave me an opportunity to do something that I wanted to 

do all of my life, and that's be a social entrepreneur.  

So with the help of Representative Jake Wheatley and the 

Pennsylvania legislative black caucus, I work with them to 

put together a program and be part of an organization that 

had already trained and placed 400 people in the industry 

in Washington County.  What happened in Washington County 

we can do in Allegheny County.  And I want to say one name 

that I'm sure that everybody in the room, especially 

Council, is familiar with, and that is George 

Westinghouse.  If you've had the opportunity to see his 

history, and I'm sure all of you know what he was able to 



do with energy in this region.  We have the same thing 

going on right now.  The Gold Rush going on under our feet 

doesn't even begin to be described by the two words 

economic development.   

     Please notice the second page of what was just 

handed to you.  We have trained and placed people from all 

of the neighborhoods listed.  And these neighborhoods are 

in Allegheny County Districts 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 

and 13.  We have gentlemen that have gone from 

generational poverty to making $60,000 to $90,000 a year 

with overtime pay.  And you can see on the front sheet the 

qualifications to get into these jobs.  It's a blessing.  

It's under our feet.  The jobs cannot be outsourced.  And 

I'm also a mother and it's very important that you 

understand that the folks that I'm placing in these jobs 

are the same age as my children.  And I would not put them 

in harm's way.  The jobs are very safe.  I did a lot of 

research.  And I urge Council, if you haven't done it 

already, maybe you should --- several of you if not all of 

you should invest in taking a trip down to Houston, Texas, 

and meet some of your peers.  Because while I was doing my 

research in the industry in Washington County, I met 

several of those folks and they really know how to do it 

and they know how --- they even drill in the city in 

Houston.  They show pictures of it.  It is safe.  The jobs 

are here for many, many years.  And I urge you to support 

the folks and your constituents who are already in the 

field making money.  So please vote yes for the lease.  

Thank you very much. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Andrew Gildersleeve, Thomas 

Donatelli will be up next. 

  MS. COLUCCI:  Pia Colucci.  I want to apologize 

to Ms. Heidelbaugh because I --- when that gentleman said 

let's do this regardless of the environment, my legs 

collapsed.  

  MS. HEIDELBAUGH:  I understand.  We're all very 

passionate about this issue, but I just --- I ask people 

to be respectful to you and I want people --- I want each 

side to respect the other.  

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  She's apologized. 

  MS. HEIDELBAUGH: Okay.  I'm responding. 

  MS. COLUCCI:  Okay.  So we've been coming here 

since August and it --- I have to, you know, I’m sorry --- 

I’m very emotional --- every two weeks, not because we 

have jobs that are tied into this industry but because we 



have kids and we have social responsibility towards our 

population.  And we come here.  And then on very seldom 

occasions we see the people who are tied with the industry 

come here and say things.  Now, I have some things to say 

lined up but I got very distracted by many things that I 

heard by the pro-drillers.  And you know, I just have 

thoughts here.  And then I'm going to go into a few other 

things.  But one of my main thoughts is everybody keeps 

saying that this particular lease of which there's so many 

variations provides great safeguards.  But it's only in 

place if the park is fracked underneath.  My question to 

you as our lawmakers and our guardians, why is that?  Why 

aren't those types of stringent laws in place all the time 

for every lease?  You know, why is the Range Resources and 

Huntley and Huntley allowed to have much looser 

regulations when they're drilling in just normal peoples' 

yards?  I don't understand that, and not going underneath 

of the park.  I really also think about how I just wish 

that you guys would just be forward thinking and embrace 

sun, hydro, geothermal and wind energy and forget about 

the toxic fossil fuels.  I just don't understand it.   

  But now I want to read a few things here because 

these are accidents that have happened, fracking 

accidents, because everybody talks about how great this 

industry is and how safe it is.  Avella, PA, on a 

developed property where Atlas Energy was engaged in 

hydrofracking of wastewater impoundments where the 

fracking fluid makes its way back to the surface is stored 

and it exploded flames went 200 feet in the air, burned 

for six hours and produced thick black smoke, a cloud 

visible ten miles away.  Soil sampled onsite was found to 

contain arsenic 6,430 times permissible level.  Pretty 

impressive. 

  In Monongahela, used fracking fluids are sent 

into a sewage treatment plant which processes the water 

and then discharges it into places like Southwestern 

Pennsylvania's Monongahela River, a source of water for 

700,000 people.  There's tons of these, just look at it on 

the internet, tons of accidents.  It's not safe.  Vote no, 

please. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Pia.  Andrew 

Gildersleeve.   

  MR. GILDERSLEEVE: Good evening.  My name is Andy 

Gildersleeve.  I'm a resident of Marshall Township for the 

past 28 years, six of those spent on the planning 



commission there.  I'm here to testify in support of 

Allegheny County additional revenue for the County while 

at the same time providing the appropriate conditions and 

restrictions on the drilling operations.  There's been 

much discussion about risk versus reward.  This is a case 

where there is limited risk and the potential for large 

reward.  Fracking occurs five to seven thousand feet below 

the ground surface.  Water tables are typically at 500 

feet level and above.  My own well in my own front yard is 

235 feet.  I have no concerns about drilling in my 

location.  I have wells on other properties.  I’m 

testifying as a private citizen but I am an engineer.  I'm 

not a petroleum engineer but I have a degree in mechanical 

and structural engineering and a Master's in civil.  I 

understand the technology.  I understand the geology here.  

I do not see any risk at all in what's being proposed in 

Deer Lakes Park.  I believe the engineering is sound.  I 

grew up in Mercer County in the middle of a large gas 

field area.  I had a gas well 100 yards from the front 

door of my home.  I live less than a mile from the first 

vertical frack well that was drilled in 1960.  We had no 

adverse effects either from the older well or from the new 

wells.  Fracking technology on a vertical well with a 

concentric casing, the system now is much improved.  And 

we’ve passed the learning curve on these things and I 

believe that the County has taken appropriate steps in 

safeguarding operations.  I suggest that you vote yes on 

this property.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Tom Donatelli.  

Up next, Thaddeus Popovich and Michael Wojcik after 

Thaddeus. 

  MR. DONATELLI:  Good evening.  My name is Tom 

Donatelli.  I live at 1621 Pin Oak Drive, McCandless 

Township.  I was the public works director from 1998 to 

2008 for ten years, the most frustrating job I ever had in 

the sense that I understood the history of the parks and I 

realized since 1920s through the 1980s how much they've 

grown and progressed.  And it's been a downhill slide ever 

since 1980.  I think the lowest point in the park's 

history, and I'm sure you all remember when we couldn’t 

afford to cut the grass in the parks.  That's right when I 

came in as parks director or public works director.  There 

was an Allegheny County Comprehensive Master Plan done in 

2004 that outlined $120 million of differed maintenance.  

Over the last five years I looked at your capital budget 



and there's only about $4 million or $5 million of bond 

money appropriated for park restoration.  This year alone, 

2014, here's $3.5 million appropriated, $1.8 million from 

bonds and $1.6 million from RADD.  It's hard for me to 

walk through the parks because I see deteriorated 

shelters, rundown playgrounds, boarded-up bathrooms, 

deteriorated roads and buildings that have exceeded their 

useful life.  We have an opportunity to receive $16 

million for drilling underneath Deer Lake Parks.  This 

might not be a silver bullet but we have an opportunity to 

take a major step in moving our parks forward.   

     I guess the question we all have to ask 

ourselves, do the environmental concerns outweigh this 

opportunity to restore our parks?  Activities associated 

with Marcellus Shale gas development are highly regulated 

by the federal, state and local governments and they're 

proven to be environmentally safe when performed 

responsibly in with current regulations.  A group led by 

Paul O'Neill, former U.S. Secretary of Treasury and former 

CEO of Alcoa, developed standards in the shale gas 

industry.  That group was named the center for sustainable 

shale development.  And many of their benchmarks exceed 

what's required by the state, local and federal 

government.  Those benchmarks were put into this agreement 

for drilling under Deer Lakes Park.  There's going to be 

extra water testing, noise and light pollution that will 

be reduced, there will be extra --- there will be two job 

fairs, safety for school children.  The municipal roads 

will be paid close attention to.  I can tell you I went to 

a seminar not too long ago and the Marcellus Shale 

industry paved more roads in Pennsylvania than the State 

of Pennsylvania.  The roads are better, more structurally 

sound than anything that the municipalities had in place 

before they were there.  I respectfully request you vote 

for the benefit of the parks and approve the drilling 

underneath Deer Lakes Park.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you, Mr. Donatelli.  

Thaddeus Popovich, Michael Wojcik and Robert Gabbianelli. 

  MR. POPOVICH:  I'm sorry I didn't expect all of 

you to be here tonight.  I only got ten copies or so.  

Double up.  My name is Thaddeus Popovich and I live in the 

Borough of Ben Avon, 6606 Virginia Avenue.  When I was a 

kid we were taught a few rules.  One was, don't talk 

politics or religion in polite company.  But it's been all 

about politics and the power of money and influence when 



it comes to fracking under Deer Lakes Park.  Even more 

alarming, the political conversation is dismissive about 

potential harm to the environment and to our health.  Why 

not talk religion as a counterpoint to the political 

discourse.   After all, it's the Christian Holy Week and 

it's the Jewish Passover.  Frankly, I was hoping we would 

get a break this week, but here we are.  I have chosen 

some examples to help us to reflect on this matter. 

  Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is spiritual 

leader of the world's 300 million Orthodox Christians,  

I’m one of them.  His work for environmental protection 

has earned him the title Green Patriarch.  He was named by 

Time magazine as one of the world's most influential 

people and has been honored with the U.S. congressional 

Gold Medal.  In a special piece to CNN entitled, Saving 

Souls and the Planet Go Together, Patriarch Bartholomew 

says that we must treat nature with the same awe and 

wonder that we reserve for human beings.  He goes on to 

say the ecological problem of pollution is connected to 

the social problem of poverty.  People of faith must 

assume leadership in this effort, citizens of the world 

must clearly express their opinion and political leaders 

must act accordingly.   

     Pope Francis, who needs no introduction, he's 

the leader of 1.2 billion Catholics.  In November of last 

year, Pope Francis issued an 84-page apostolic exhortation 

called Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel.  In that 

document he writes, how can it be that it is not a news 

item when an elderly homeless people dies of exposure but 

it is news when the stock market loses two points.  

Francis goes on to say, in this system which tends to 

devour everything which stands in the way of increased 

profits, whatever is fragile, like the environment, is 

defenseless before the interests of a deified market which 

becomes the only rule.   

     As a way of emphasizing his views, Pope Francis 

met earlier in November of last year with anti-fracking 

advocates from Argentina.  His focus on the environment is 

in line with his focus on poverty since environmental 

degradation disproportionately impacts the poor.  My last 

religious example is Pete Seeger.  Just last year, he was 

at Farm Aid, age 93, I hope I get that far, getting 

everyone, including John Mellencamp, Willie Nelson, Dave 

Matthews and Neil Young to sing along to Woody Guthries' 

classic, This Land is Your Land.  Ever the activist, Pete 



tossed in a new verse about fracking, This Land was Made 

to be Frack Free.    

 CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Thaddeus.  Mr. 

Wojcik?   

 MR. WOJCIK:  Good evening.   I thank the members 

of County Council for the opportunity to speak at 

tonight's public hearing.  For those of you who do not 

know me, my name is Mike Wojcik.  I reside at 72 Fairview 

Road, Pittsburgh.  I practice law at Clard, Hill, Thorpe, 

Reed in One Oxford Centre.  I was privileged to serve 12 

years as the County attorney, the last eight as County 

Solicitor.  So I bring a unique perspective to the issue 

which I would like to share with you all.  My family's 

roots are deeply etched in industries in Western 

Pennsylvania.  My father, grandfather as well as my 

brothers, uncles were coal miners in Somerset County.  The 

town in which I grew up is scarred by a stream that has 

been killed by acid mine drainage in the 1950s.  I know 

firsthand the environmental toll industries can take on 

land, air and waters.  Additionally, I'm an avid 

outdoorsman and active in scouting.  I spent this past 

weekend and many others performing service projects in 

local wilderness areas.  As county solicitor I personally 

experienced constant struggles to find the funding 

necessary to do this government's very important work.  

Far too often department directors, deputies and managers 

have been given the directive to do more with less.    

     There's no appetite for increasing real estate 

millage to close funding gaps, nor should there be.  

Elected officials, therefore, need to be creative and 

discover new funding streams that will finance government 

operations, reduce or eliminate deferred maintenance and 

improve our already oppressive County infrastructure.  The 

extraction of natural gas from under Deer Lakes Park if 

done right fits this bill.  Most notably, according to the 

terms of this proposed lease, the surface of this park, 

Deer Lakes Park will remain untouched.  This is a concern 

that I raised when this concept was initially explored 

during my tenure as county solicitor.  All above ground 

activity will take place on private lands outside of park 

boundaries.  Whether this Council approves this bill or 

not the drilling will occur.  The only material question 

then is whether this Council should accept the millions in 

bonus payments, money that is being offered directly to 



the parks and estimated revenues of $3 million per year in 

royalties once production begins.   

     I appreciate the concerns that have been voiced 

over the dangers of hydraulic fracking with the potential 

it has to damage our environment.  I've read the proposed 

lease this Council is considering.  The economic benefits 

to the County and its residents are substantial.  The 

monetary payments that have already been addressed the 

profits to Allegheny County residents for the jobs created 

by the drilling.  The environmental protections supported 

by the proposed lease exceed those required by current 

law.  Are these protections perfect?  They're not.  Are 

they the best the County can secure?  In all probability 

they are.  You need to recognize, however that we not be 

the enemy of the good.  As you'll recognize, this gas will 

be developed, the County should take part in that 

drilling.   

 CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Mr. Gabbianelli.  After you it 

will be Martin O'Toole and Thomas McIntyre.  Before you 

start, we're deleting number 52 on your sheet, 

Councilmembers.  Go ahead, sir.  

 MR. GABBIANELLI:  Hi.  My name is Bob 

Gabbianelli.  I'm 55 years old and I'm a lifetime resident 

of Allegheny County.  I'm in favor of gas drilling in Deer 

Lakes Park.  But not only Deer Lakes Park, for the entire 

region and across the country.  We are talking job 

creation, boosting the economy, tax relief and financial 

independence.  We have the natural resources in Allegheny 

County to help eliminate dependency for foreign oil in the 

United States.  As far as environmental concerns, the 

drilling will be mandated and regulated.  What we have 

here is called progress.  It's like going from horse and 

buggy to the automobile or having steel mills to have the 

technology to help us win World War II.  This is a great 

nation we live in.  Let's take advantage of it.  Thank you 

for your time.  And God bless America. 

 CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Mr. O'Toole? 

Thomas McIntyre; is he present?  No.  D.J. Ryan?  After 

you will be Michael Hillebrand and Edward Chute.  I'd like 

to notify everybody that we are at the mid point, just so 

you know where we're at.  We've been here two hours.  Go 

ahead. 

 MR. RYAN:  Good evening, everybody.  My name is 

D.J. Ryan and I live in West Mifflin Borough, 2225 Worton 

Boulevard.  I'm very active in my community but I have no 



vested interest in shale drilling or anything like that.  

I want to take time to urge you to support the proposal to 

drill under Deer Lakes Park.  I believe the advantages for 

the County are numerous.  I understand the concerns of 

some people that have spoken tonight and meetings in the 

past because at one point, not being a very educated 

person on this subject, I shared those concerns myself.  I 

was worried about potential contamination in water, but 

after I'm learning and after reading through these 

proposals I learned that Range Resources is going to go 

above and beyond what's required of them and test this 

water beyond the DEP required regulations.  This has 

alleviated my concerns on that particular issue and I 

believe this alleviated concerns of other County 

residents.  I was also worried about the potential for 

light pollution from the well site affecting the 

observatory in Deer Lakes Park.  I, for one, spent many 

nights there when I was younger and looking at the stars 

there on a clear Saturday night really fueled my love for 

science.  I wasn't that good at it so --- but it was a 

wonderful hobby.   

 Now, I'm very relieved to hear that Range 

Resources is going to be making sure that that light 

pollution doesn't exist and the observatory continues to 

operate as it does now.  There's many positives for the 

County under this agreement.  The big one, of course, is 

the $3 million in park improvements.  I spent a lot of 

time at South Park when I was a child and anybody who's 

been there knows that it's not as good as it used to be.  

We're pinching pennies everywhere we can.  And this will 

be an opportunity to reinvest in our park systems and make 

them even more desirable than they are now. 

 It's also very practical, $4.7 million bonus and 

$3 million in royalties a year, will bring more revenue 

into the County.  I think those numbers alone are worth 

making this deal.  When we take into account the fact that 

this is going to create jobs in this area, then you have 

to accept this proposal.  Your constituents right now have 

an opportunity to be employed in this industry rather than  

--- and there's going to be job fairs.  You're going to 

see --- you're going to see people from this area who are 

employed in this area rather than people flying in from 

other parts of the country for these jobs.  People here 

need them.  I graduated college two years ago and many of 

my colleagues still don't have work.  This is an 



opportunity for them.  I think it's time for Council to 

take advantage of this proposal and vote yes. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Ryan.  Mr. 

Hillebrand.  Next up would be Edward Chute and Gwen Chute, 

Christopher Hahn. 

  MR. HILLEBRAND:  President DeFazio, members of 

Council.  I want to talk about how myself and for all 

drillers in the area 102-year-old oil and gas company 

always headquartered here in Allegheny County are going 

across the country, to where now some of the guys are 

going to come to us.  We've been oil and gas here for 102 

years now.  We’re rich in history with writing some of the 

first textbooks that are being utilized at the university.  

We have some of the original records of the McDonald Oil 

Fields where the discovery was made which clearly helped 

us in World War I, which is now Settlers Cabin Park.  Our 

history is long and we appreciate and understand Allegheny 

County’s significance.  The company being 102 years old, 

all of our employees, myself included, are from 

Pennsylvania.  All of our families live here, we learn, 

work, play, eat, drink and breath all the air like 

everybody else in the same community as us and the 

families ahead of us.  So we're well vested and have a 

very special understanding of oil and gas relative to this 

community and how they coincide.  We’ve developed Oakmont 

Country Club 15 wells and people barely realize that we 

exist in the drilling of those properties.  I give you 

that history and I'm going to give you mine.  I'm a 

petroleum engineer from Penn State.  I started my career 

with a service company at one phase I was a fracker.  And 

my job for the first six months was mixing the very 

chemicals that everybody is afraid of.  I was mixing 

chemicals and now 28 years later I have nine beautiful 

kids and a gorgeous wife.  I want everybody to know who 

has a legitimate concern the misunderstanding --- trying 

to understand what hydrofracturing is.  When you drill out 

from underneath the park and what that is doing.  My years 

at the service company allowed me to understand the 

technical understanding of the rocks, the science and 

physics of the rocks and what happened to the rocks.  And 

as a matter of empirical evidence, we currently have 

300,000 wells in Pennsylvania, the empirical evidence is 

scientific by the physics that exists.  We understand what 

happens by applying those pressures to the rocks it 

doesn't allow to communicate to the freshwater table 



surface.  Those of you that are concerned that fracking, 

Councilmembers which all that's going to be exposed is 

several thousand feet below the surface.  Understanding 

that key element.  There is no risk, even if there is a 

risk.  And when you understand that science you'll learn 

that those risks are zero and that those are --- who are 

legitimately looking for an answer will come to the same 

conclusion.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Edward Chute?  

Next is Christopher Hahn. 

  MR. CHUTE:  Now, for something different.  I am 

Ed Chute.  I live at 904 Valley View Road in Mt. Lebanon.  

And thanks to Councilwoman Means for her continuing 

honesty over this and efforts to keep her constituents 

informed concerning Council events.  In 1651 Thomas Hobbs 

published his famous treatise, The Leviathan.  Hobbs was 

the first to argue legitimate power must be representative 

and based on a consent of people.  Government, Hobbs 

reasons, is based on a social contract.  The social 

contract, our Pennsylvania Constitution reflects, is 

between the Commonwealth and its citizens, also known as 

we the people.  To put it another way, we the people are 

the folks who should be giving our consent to use our 

county parks as a revenue stream for county government, 

not the county executive.  Since you, the Councilmembers, 

represent us, you should be verifying in this hearing and 

should already have done so prior to this hearing and 

continue to do so after this hearing that you do indeed 

have our consent.  You should be asking us whether we 

think the county executive's proposals is even remotely 

appropriate for public park land.   

     Instead what it looks like you are doing is 

listening to a predetermined sales pitch for those who 

have a vested interest in the revenue stream to the county 

executive or themselves.  You are listening folks who are 

political appointees to the county executive or have been 

serving in their various capacities at his whim who are 

primarily listening to folks who depend on the national 

gas industry for a profit.  I attended numerous council 

meetings and Rich Fitzgerald was present for a hearing in 

Deer Lakes.  I’ve talked to my neighbors.  And I have no 

doubt that a significant majority of we the people do not 

consent on having their county parks leased for the 

extraction of natural gas.  Unless you too work for or are 

beholded to the county executive and his will or have 



already profited in some way from the deal, you must 

reconcile your own behaviors and those of the county 

executive with the citizens of Allegheny County.   

     Rather than think you are acting in such bad 

faith I am hoping you will change your appearance and 

allow independent experts such as Attorney John Smith and 

others to have equal time.  Surely you are not so naive or 

arrogant to believe that only folks who work in the 

extraction industry or for the county government as 

appointees have significance expertise with respect to the 

proposed ordinance and lease.  If not, I fear you do not 

now and never will have the consent of the people.  

Incidentally, arrogance and bulling led to the American 

and French Revolutions of the 18th Century about equally 

distant in time between us and Hobbs.  

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Edward.  Gwen 

Chute.  Christopher Hahn next.  Is Christopher Hahn in the 

room?   

  MS. CHUTE:  Good evening.  My name is Gwen 

Chute.  I live at 904 Valley View Road in Mt. Lebanon, 

15243.  And my views are those of over 5,100 Allegheny 

Group Sierra Club members.  I am also a retired registered 

nurse with particular interest in the health of women and 

children.  Do not confuse us with the facts.  That message 

clearly echoes in the halls of the County Courthouse right 

now as the county executive busily and forcefully 

orchestrates decisions made by members of this Council.  

His is a closed mind bought and paid for by Range 

Resources.  His tactics more like a monarch than an 

elected official in a democratic governmental structure.  

Concerned citizens have repeatedly asked for independent 

experts to share with you their scientific health and 

legal expertise on fracking.  Such a process would better 

prepare you to make a thoughtful and reasoned decision on 

this critical issue.  Unfortunately, we now know that the 

committee will not hear from independent experts because 

speakers that Mr. Fitzgerald will permit have ties to the 

gas industry and are hand picked by him.   

          So I have provided for each of you a copy of a 

letter from one such independent expert, a prominent 

pediatrician, professor and director of the Mid-Atlantic 

Center for Children's Health and the Environment.  Doctor 

Paulson is free of ties to the industry and he states, 

quote, the various industrial entities that are involved 

in unconventional gas extraction have never, underlined, 



demonstrated that it is safe to set up well pads to drill, 

to mix hydraulic fracture fluid, to hydraulically fracture 

shale, to manage flow back materials, to manage gas 

collection and processing or to manage waste in close 

proximity to any human beings, must less to school-aged 

children.  The evidence for that statement is provided in 

the complete text of the letter I have given you.   

     I would argue that your decision also should be 

based on what is right, not merely what is expedient or 

profitable, for yours is a decision that will make no 

mistake transform our parklands and affect the lives of 

real people, men, women, children and unborn babies.  

You're faced with a clear question, will you stand up for 

the people you represent and who have made abundantly 

clear that opposition to the county executive's plan or 

will you acting as King Fitz's minions, kiss his ring and 

give your blessing to his reckless and dangerous plan to 

industrialize our county parks?   

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Gwen.  Christopher 

Hahn?  Christopher Hahn is not here.  After Joni will be 

Diane DePalma and Patrick Thompson. 

  MS. RABINOWITZ:  My name is Joni Rabinowitz and 

I live at 7721 Edgerton Avenue in Barbara Danko's 

district.  First, I'm aghast that Nick Futules, Parks 

Committee Chair, rejected a committee member's offer to 

invite a well-respected and knowledgeable attorney, John 

Smith, to help you understand the legal ramifications of 

signing this lease.  John Smith has been wrapped up in 

this case in the courts for several years.  Surely he 

knows more than county-hired lawyers and other members of 

the Fitzgerald’s team.  And he isn't even against 

fracking.  This is disgraceful, Mr. Futules.  What are you 

afraid of, the truth?  P.S. Fitzgerald has said more than 

once, let them sue, we have lots of suits against us.  I 

ask Councilmembers, is that how you want to operate?  Just 

asking.  

      Next, I want to address the statement we've 

heard many times, if we don't sign a lease they'll do it 

anyway.  Now, this doesn't' mean they will use our park 

anyway.  What it means is they will go ahead with their 

plans for building industrial sites and conducting 

industrial business on private lands around the park 

polluting our county no matter what you do.  So if they 

don't need us, why are you going through all this?  If 

their offer to drill under Deer Lakes is so great, why 



wouldn’t they make the same offer to any private 

landholders who want them drilling under their land.  

Sales everywhere.  Oh, wait a minute, they didn't solicit 

our buy-in, we solicited them.   Basically Rich Fitzgerald 

said, you give me the money to get elected Governor --- I 

mean, county executive and in return I'll give you the 

county.  Fair enough; right?                    

     Rich is openly blatant about his ambitions to 

the detriment of the wishes of his constituents.  He's 

clearly bullying Councilmembers and holding threats over 

your heads.  Never mind what the voters want or what our 

elected Councilmembers want, I want to give you the 

County, he said to the gas companies, all the county land, 

first the International Airport, then the parks and then 

Allegheny County Airport.  Because after Deer Lakes comes 

the other parks.  In his office they're already planning 

which parks will be next, Harrison Hills, White Oak, Round 

Hill, Settlers Cabin, probably not North and South Park 

because they're big and the active residents around them 

will insist on keeping the parks clean and pristine.  I 

don't want to open this door at Deer Lakes and the 

majority of the county residents don't either.  Now, I've 

known Rich a long time, I'm disappointed in him and I'm 

sorry I voted for him and the party endorsement which was 

close by the way.  At the time I naively thought it was 

possible to reason with him, to convince him to look at 

the whole picture, including the future of the entire 

planet and get on the right side and do what was best.  I 

do believe Fitzgerald is looking to his own future.  

Please, Councilmembers, do what's right and don't get 

sucked into his game. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Ms. Rabinowitz.  

Diana DePalma.   

  MS. DEPALMA:  Good evening, Council.  Thank you 

for letting me speak to you tonight.  My name is Diane 

DePalma.  I’m a resident of Franklin Park.  And have been 

a resident of Allegheny County my whole life.  I spent 35 

years in government for the City of Pittsburgh and then 

for Allegheny County, retiring last year.  Of those 35 

years, 27 of those years were involved in financing for 

various departments.  It has been a struggle --- it had 

been a struggle for years to do more with less.  There has 

been infrastructure deterioration in the parks because of 

the decrease in the funding.  To me this is about economic 

development and the growth of this endeavor.  There's 



drilling occurring in the area as we heard tonight.  

Financial growth for Allegheny County through this process 

would be advantageous to the citizens and development of 

the parks.  The decrease in financial revenue in this area 

it would be advantageous for the parks and with no 

increases in taxes.   

     I understand the concerns for environmental 

effects on the land and water systems.  With safeguards in 

place for the parks I believe the financial benefits would 

greatly improve our parks.  I have utilized North Park my 

entire life.  The buildings are deteriorated.  The ice 

skating rink needed renovated and the boat house needs 

rebuilt.  The drilling is going to occur regardless of how 

the county votes.  The county needs the $7.7 million 

upfront and $3 million a year to improve the parks.  There 

are significant advancements because of the county 

participation.  Expert water testing will occur.  Noise 

and light pollution will be consoled, job opportunities 

will become available.  This will enhance local 

infrastructure.  In closing with the assurance of the 

Environmental Protection in place the county would benefit 

greatly from the financial impact and the infrastructure 

enhancements to our region.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Patrick Thompson.  

Next, Brett Robinson and Shawn Fox. 

  MR. THOMPSON: Good evening.  Thank you for 

letting me speak tonight.  My name is Pat Thompson.  I'm a 

46-year resident of Allegheny County in the Collier 

Township area.  One of the big things that I wanted to 

discuss tonight is just the amount of time that I spent as 

a child in the park system.  Settlers Cabin, the new wave 

pool at the time that I was growing up spent, you know, 

days every week in the summertimes there as well as using 

the golf course at South Park, the hockey rink at South 

Park in the winter.  At the time there weren't many rinks 

in the area, ice time was a premium.  The County offered 

that to the high schools at the time.  And it was very 

beneficial in my development as a hockey player as well as 

our team.  Recently moving back to the town that I grew up 

in, frequently going to the Settlers Cabin area and just  

--- I mean, the sign itself is barely legible when you 

drive through the park.  I've taking my wife through there 

last year, it was very disturbing to see how far it has 

fallen since I was a child.  The opportunity that the Deer 

Lakes Park asset provides a number of about $7 million 



when multiplied out to numerous parks that are in 

disrepair.  I just wanted to say I was in favor of it.  

Thanks for your time. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Thompson.  

Brett Robinson, Shawn Fox and Craig Rippole.  

  MR. ROBINSON: Good evening, Councilmembers.  My 

name's Brett Robinson.  I’m the President of Tara Building 

Group.  Tara Building Group designs and builds certified 

homes throughout Allegheny County and the Pittsburgh 

region.  Consequently, our commitment to the protection of 

the environment is of utmost importance.  Because of this 

environmental focus, Tara chose natural gas as the 

standard fuel for heating, cooking, hot water in every 

home that we build.  Natural gas is environmentally clean.  

It's the cleanest burning fossil fuel emitting only a 

small amount of pollutants.  It's economical and 

efficient.  It's convenient, it's abundant and in some 

forms it's renewable.  It's reliable and affords our 

customers a great value.  It's also safe.  The natural gas 

industry as a whole has exceptional safety records.  The 

Deer Lakes Park project is taking the concern for safety 

to the next level.  There will be no drilling within the 

surface boundaries of the park.  There will be pre and 

post drilling water analyses.  This analysis is 

substantially above current regulation and requirements.  

And there will be minimal impact to the community by 

addressing the noise and light pollution.  Because of the 

benefits of natural gas, the responsible and safe drilling 

plans that are planned, I support the Deer Lakes Park 

proposal.  Thank you for hearing me speak. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Robinson.  

Shawn Fox?  John Haer?  John Coyne?  Are any of these 

folks here?  Yes, sir.  Let's go on down to Lois 

Drumheller, get ready. 

   MR. HAER:  My name is John Haer.  I live at 7721 

Edgerton Avenue.  I’m a retired trade union official.  I'd 

like to speak from the perspective perhaps different from 

that which you've heard from some other trade union 

officials.  Members of County Council, I urge you to 

refuse to authorize the leasing of our county's mineral 

rights for gas drilling beneath or on the surface of Deer 

Lakes Park.  The projected benefits, the bonus and royalty 

payments, the purported enhanced regulations over the 

surface drilling on land adjacent to the park and the 

alleged minimization of industrial interference.  These 



are far outweighed by the almost certain negative, even 

disastrous effects of this drilling on our parks, our 

communities, our local governments and yes, our planet.  

Number one and foremost in your mind should be the fact 

that more natural gas drilling particularly fracking only 

makes worse the greenhouse gases and carbon emissions that 

cause global warming.  Global warming, I know you've heard 

a thousand times, but it is a real threat to our 

civilization as we know it.  Do we still doubt the rapidly 

melting Arctic ice significant sea level rise and flooding 

and storms are caused by human produced pollution in our 

atmosphere?  Do you doubt it?   

     The latest report from the U.N. 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reported in 

Monday's Post Gazette should startle us all.  In a 

nutshell, the world's top climate economic and technology 

scientists say to avert climate catastrophe, the world's 

governments must work together to lower carbon and other 

greenhouse gas emissions by 40 to 70 percent.  Now, they 

say that can happen until the end of the century and we 

can still be safe.  I say we can't.  We don't have time.  

Reducing fossil fuels for energy, and natural gas is a 

fossil fuel, and replacing them with cleaner energy 

sources such as solar and wind power is a huge task.  If 

we don’t wake up, we won't make it.  Yes, there is a 

trumpeting of a cleaner burning of natural gas compared to 

coal.  However, extracting, transporting and burning 

natural gas undeniably increases not decreases greenhouse 

gas emissions, not to mention its threats to clean air and 

water.   

     Natural gas is a fossil fuel and we must reduce 

our reliance on fossil fuels today.  Tomorrow is too late.  

Why can't fracking for natural gas be a bridge over dirty 

coal to solar and wind?  Maybe it could be but it surely 

isn't.  That would require a fully developed and accepted 

public policy initiative.  There is simply no evidence 

that the advocates of natural gas fracking intend it to be 

a bridge.  Where is the plan for massive investment in 

solar and wind?  Where are the transition bodies to retain 

energy workers and retool our energy grid?  One final 

thing, I can't finish, if anything, fracking, especially 

in our neck of the woods seems a gold rush stampede where 

our politicians beg the industry for handouts and are 

regulators fail to record violations or hide of fudge the 

data in the name of cooperation with the industry.  Let's 



be clear, the only industrial policy supported by the 

energy industry today is what the lobbyists buy in 

Congress, Harrisburg and this County Courthouse.  Thank 

you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, John.  John Coyne, 

followed by Lois Drumheller. 

  MR. COYNE: Thank you.  Thanks for allowing me to 

address the Council tonight.  My name is John Coyne.  I 

live in Bethel Park and lifelong resident of Allegheny 

County.  And as quite a few Allegheny Countians that we've 

heard from tonight, they've come from all --- the county 

to speak in support of the lease that you're considering.  

To mention South Park, when I grew up, it was my 

playground.  I learned how to golf very badly there and 

swim, ice skate.  And it has really disheartened me to see 

the decline in conditions in not only South Park but all 

of the nine county parks.  This is through no fault of the 

county or of its staff.  It's a condition based on poor 

economics.  And I think that this lease --- the financial 

gain in this lease is significant, especially with the 

investment of funds into improvements in the parks I think 

it really significant.  But I understand that money isn't 

the only thing that's involved and there are environmental 

considerations.  I would have to congratulate the 

administration in negotiating into this lease some of the 

environmental protections that we've all read about and 

you've heard tonight the additional water testing, noise 

and light pollution control, safety training, all of those 

things.  So to keep it short, I support the lease.  I ask 

you to support the lease.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, John.  Next 

speaker, Lois Drumheller.  And then Diane Peterson after 

that. 

  MS. DRUMHELLER:  I'm Lois Drumheller.  I'm a 

respiratory therapist and asthma educator.  I live in 

Monroeville and prior to that in San Antonio, Texas.  Post 

Gazette this Sunday in an article by Andrea Dergotti 

(phonetic) was inaccurate in describing what's being 

considered by you, Council.  She emphasized 11 times that 

a proposed gas lease is being considered.  That's wrong.  

This is a proposed ordinance that allows the county to 

lease interest in oil, natural gas and other hydrocarbons 

underlying Deer Lakes Park.  Huge difference.  The current 

lease with this ordinance is sure to change, and in fact, 

I've heard it has already.  It requires no further inputs.  



Companies with bad track records should be required by law 

to adhere to CSSD standards which were mentioned tonight, 

but this ordinance has no such requirement.  If Range 

Resources was a CSSD member they would adhere to 

wastewater pits, impoundments, groundwater and air 

performance standards.  Some examples of what happens when 

you require no input include, earthquakes linked to 

hydraulic fracturing, water disposal, note, damage from 

earthquakes is to the land surface above.  If done under 

the park, this damage to the environment, including water, 

flora, water for animals and plants.   

     In the case of Deer Lakes Park there appears 

short term economic benefits but no requirement that the 

driller post the bond with the county to cover damages 

caused by its failure to perform.  Infiltration of methane 

and water contamination would lead to long-term 

environmental degradation.  The proposed funding for park 

renovations from this agreement would therefore be cynical 

and unproductive.  This negates one of the primary reasons 

to support fracking under the park by destroying the park.  

Duke University found that the proximity of drinking water 

wells and the fracking wells increases the risk of 

contamination of methane in Pennsylvania residential 

wells.   That research pointed to faulty well casing as a 

likely source.  Pennsylvania Fracking did from 2010 to '12 

shows six to seven percent well failing rate due to 

compromised structural integrity.  A study of 

contamination in drinking water wells in the Texas Barnett 

Shale found arsenic, selenium and strontium at elevated 

levels in drinking water wells close to fracking sites.  

The result of this peer review study published online in 

the journal Environmental Science and Technology increased 

drilling activity or when disturbing particles in  

neglected water wells, all of the mechanical vibration or 

when water tables are lowered throughout the drought or 

the removal of water used for fracking.  Any of these 

could release dangerous compounds in the ground water.  

You know, Doctor Neil Tyson, deGrasse Tyson, I hope 

everybody looks at Cosmos just educated the public and 

I'll close this way:  The nature's perfect direct use of 

sun, photosynthesis.  Photosynthesis, has anyone looked 

into this?  Research is progressing.  So out of 

desperation, to tap the remaining fossil fuels, the oil 

and gas industry keeps pushing the bridge further.  

Supporting this ordinance is no bridge --- current 



technology, not one of choice but bridging new technology 

can be done by geothermal energy conversion, wind and 

solar.  I recommend an informed vote no on this ordinance.  

Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Lois.  Diane 

Peterson, followed by Robert Nishikawa and Anais Peterson.  

  MS. PETERSON:  Hi.  I’m Dianne Peterson.  I live 

at 125 Woodshire from Ed Kress's District Three.  I'm here 

to represent myself and I'm also speaking out for many of 

my registered voting friends and neighbors who feel just 

as strongly as I do on the issue of fracking.  But for one 

reason or another can't be here tonight.  I thank you for 

your time, your energy, your tenacity in seeing through 

what must be a grueling experience.  I really appreciate 

your attention.  I know that this is an important issue 

for all of us.  And I thank you for having us.  Tonight I 

speak again.  I spoke here once before when I was a newbie 

from Chicago, I had only lived here nearly a month.  Now, 

I'm an old Pittsburgian.  I've been here nearly six 

months.  It's funny how quickly my entire family has 

become so fond of this place.  With all that you have to 

offer in the city, the suburbs and all of the nature 

that's so accessible to us so easily, I'm here tonight to 

encourage you --- no, to implore you, to keep Pittsburgh 

and Allegheny County a place where the newcomers and the 

oldies, the people who have been here their whole life, 

can live here healthfully and beautifully and happily for 

many, many years to come.  Pittsburgh is a place with a 

Carnegie, I think I'm saying it right now, legacy, a place 

of Warhol and a place significant tonight I think of 

Rachel Carson, the mother as many see it of the 

environmental movement.  A person who sadly passed away 50 

years ago this year, a person who wrote Silent Spring.   

     Pittsburgh is a town known for steel.  A town 

risen out of dirty ashes and finally leaving behind that 

image of dirt and soot and smog and pollution.  I don't 

need --- you don't need to take my word for it.  You know 

that Pittsburgh has now a vibrant and beautiful and 

positive reputation.  And it is on many top ten lists.  

It's America's Most Notable and Livable City, the fourth 

best city for working mothers, the seventh best place to 

live with family, the fifth best place to retire.  Now 

we're putting this all on the line, this image, this 

wonderful, vibrant city.  For what?  For fracking under 

county parks.  This is not hyperbole.  I recently attended 



the League of Women Voters symposium on fracking.  They're 

pulling in experts from both sides, from industry, from 

health professions, from researchers.  And I went with an 

open mind and was shocked to hear the evidence of how 

fracking is threatening our safety, threatening our very 

lives, the livability of the essence of our lives, of the 

water and the air, the livable quality of our water and 

our air.  Recently Pittsburgh has been an expo of natural 

disasters.  Oh, it's interesting also that you're also 

listed as the second lowest natural disaster region in the 

nation, 2013.  Well, we all know that fracking can cause 

man made disasters but also there's the natural disasters 

that it can cause.   

     You know, in Ohio, before they fracked, they had 

three earthquakes.  That was in one year of fracking, I 

just read this in the gazette, within one year they've had 

over 300 earthquakes.  Mayor Peduto wants to build city --

- this city on innovation.  We know how he feels about 

fracking, he banned it in the city.  It's not the kind of 

innovation we want or need.  It only takes one mistake and 

we all know that there's already been many mistakes.  I 

just wanted to ask you, Ed, and I’m asking all of you what 

my son asked me this weekend, he said, mom, I've been 

studying fracking in school, I'm in the sixth grade, what 

happens when my air and our water becomes polluted, what 

will they do?  And we had to answer him, honey, we'll 

move.  And you know what, we've been talking to my 

husband's colleague.  He's part of your brain drain.  

You're going to have a brain drain of all of your 

intellectuals because who's going to want to move here.       

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you.  Robert Nishikawa.  

Next up Anais Peterson and Boomba Nishikawa. 

  MR. CATANESE: Mr. Chairman, can we take a break 

so the young lady can change her paper?   

     CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Just give us five minutes 

here. 

SHORT BREAK TAKEN 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Go ahead, Robert.  

  MR. NISHIKAWA:  Thank you, very much.  My name 

is Robert Nishikawa.  I live at 125 Woodshire Drive in 

O'Hara Township.  I am in favor of fracking but only if it 

can be done without damaging the environment.  Since 

moving here last August, I've read in the paper almost 

every month articles about environmental damage caused by 

fracking.  Clearly, despite of what the industry claims, 



fracking is not safe.  It pollutes our drinking water, it 

pollutes our air and it causes an increase in our ---  

these are well-documented facts.  In contrast, the 

safeguards and extra testing by the industry are not going 

to prevent these accidents.  Allowing fracking under our 

county park is going to increase ---.  My second point is 

that you're not voting on a specific lease agreement 

because it's not included in the ordinance.  In fact, 

you're voting to give Mr. Fitzgerald the authority to 

negotiate a lease agreement on behalf of the county.  And 

once he has that authority, he can negotiate any agreement 

he so chooses.  He could leave the agreement as it is.  He 

could have some important safeguards watered down or 

removed.  Or he can even negotiate a completely different 

agreement than the one you've seen.  And you and I would 

have no recourse.   

     I lived in Chicago for 24 years.  I witnessed 

first hand Chicago style politics, the infamous democratic 

political machine.  Tactics such as nepotism, patronage, 

collusion and intimidation were all such normal affair 

that a certain governor who's already under federal 

investigation tried to fill a vacant senate seat, partly 

because he was stupid but partly because that's what they 

do in Chicago.  From what I've heard about the politicking 

for the park lease, it sounds a lot like what goes on in 

Chicago.  And because of that, I do not trust Mr. 

Fitzgerald is acting in the best interest of the people of 

the county.  My last point is that the renaissance of 

Pittsburgh was spearheaded by the healthcare and academic 

sectors.  I'm a professor of radiology at Pitt.  There are 

many of us in academic and academic medical communities 

including some people here who are seriously contemplating 

moving if the county enables fracking by leasing rights to 

fracking under the county parks.  We understand the 

dangers are large and the cost of staying, outweigh the 

benefits of remaining in Pittsburgh.  Once the brain drain 

starts it will be difficult to stop.  And if an accident 

should occur, Pittsburgh will no longer be a place for 

academics and doctors to relocate.  I urge you all and in 

particular, Mr. Kress, DeFazio and Ms. Heidelbaugh in 

particular to vote against this ordinance and not allow 

fracking under our county parks.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Nishikawa.  

Anais Peterson, followed by Boomba Nishikawa, Erin Hughes 

and Harvey Holtz. 



  MS. PETERSON:  Hi.  I'm Anais Peterson.  I live 

at 125 Woodshire.  I'm going to read you my poem, it's 

called Tell Us.  When our water is contaminated and filled 

with carcinogens, and the first accident occurs, what will 

you tell us.  Every one of us.  And what will you tell 

yourselves, your families.  We are all community and when 

danger strikes it will not leave any of your untouched.  

All of us will be --- breath the deadly fumes, and many of 

us breath the exhaust everyday.  The ones that we love 

will be kept awake at night by light of the burning 

flares.  Your neighbors and mine will be worried about the 

quality of the water that they will be drinking.  I will 

be afraid to step out on a clear summer night and take a 

deep breath of air.  And worst of all, not a single one of 

us will know when the fear and danger will stop.  You have 

the courage now to vote and make a long-lasting decision.  

When the outcome rolls around will you have the courage to 

tell us that the money's worth it, for money can do many 

things.  But money cannot buy you back our health.  Money 

cannot fix all the damage that has been done to our land, 

our air and our water.  And most of all, money will never 

buy back the trust of the people whose parks you have 

destroyed.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Erin Hughes?  

Harvey Holtz? 

  MR. HOLTZ:  Thank you for this opportunity.  My 

name is Harvey Holtz.  I'm a retired university professor 

and I am not a scientist.  I am not a lessor.  And I do 

not need to get union jobs for my workers.  I've watched 

Cosmos recently so I'd like to speak for the carbon based 

forms on earth which is not really a special interest.  In 

terms of jobs, there's a certain morality and consequence 

of jobs.  For instance, the United States is now a leader 

in prison systems in the world.  And those prison systems 

have created a Jim Crow situation more insidious than 

exists in the United States in the middle of the 20th 

Century.  I'm sure in Auschwitz in the 1940s jobs were 

created.  What is the morality of such jobs, we have to 

ask.  And at the same time I wonder what people know about 

fracking.  For example, a study in Allegheny High School.  

Question, should fracking be permitted at the occur in our 

reservoir areas that supply drinking water to 10,000-plus 

residents of Allegheny County and other areas that supply 

water in large numbers.  Okay.  It’s Maryland.  But before 

talking to them, the class talking to them, 51 percent 



said they were ignorant.  And I think there's a lot more 

ignorance about fracking than people are willing to admit.  

Once the class talked to them, 60 percent said, we're not 

ignorant now but we want to wait until the EPA studies are 

done and the Maryland Department of Energy studies are 

done.  So after talking to them about fracking, they 

changed their mind.  So you say, okay, that's a high 

school class, what's their perspective?   

     Well, Range Resources has been talking to people 

and educating them.  Drilling is just the beginning, 

manufacturing jobs are back in Pittsburgh.  Or drilling is 

just the beginning, over there, over there, you think it's 

World War II again.  So what we have is a situation. 

First, Allegheny County survey in 2003, 72 percent of the 

people opposed fracking in parks or any other areas like 

that.  Secondly, let me talk about the statement by 

Councilman Robinson, the ordinance will in essence to 

delegate all bargaining power to the chief executive, 

county manager and county solicitor.  Those two positions, 

one was appointed by Richard Fitzgerald and the other, the 

county manager, serves the policy of limitation on the 

county executive.   

     In statistics, we call this one degree of 

freedom.  Rich Fitzgerald, the others are part of him.  So 

I say to you, Mr. Fitzgerald, stop fracking with our 

democracy.  And it's up to you to make this decision 

because many years ago I told my students about the one 

percent.  Now, they won't accept it.  They didn't then.  

We will see, Mad Max is the reality of climate change.  

And that's what's going to happen.   

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Holtz.  Next 

up, John Clapperton, Loretta Weir and Kenneth Weir.  Is 

John Clapperton here?  Ms. Weir, you're up.  I can't say 

this last name, Alberto Benzaquen.  Go ahead. 

  MS. WEIR: I'm not going to ask Mr. Finnerty any 

questions because he told us at the one meeting that he's 

not here to answer anyone's questions.  Anyway, Mr. 

Futules, I'm real, real disappointed that you won't let 

John Smith come to speak because he might teach you 

something.  Some people want to stay stuck on ignorance.  

Anyway, I was over here writing down some things I thought 

maybe I could learn from all the people who, you know, you 

get to frontload all of these meetings after we come here 

week after week after week.  So we're the only ones that 

really care.  So I just thought I'd write some of this 



stuff down that, you know, by the way I was doing my bills 

today and things look a little tight.  So I thought about, 

you know, selling my grandchildren into white slavery, you 

know.  I really thought about it, hey, money is money, you 

know, maybe I should think about this.  Anyway, these are 

some of the remarks I heard from the industry people and 

the people who have jobs and the people that everyone 

apparently listens to.  I guess they're smart.  Okay.  

Let’s see, contaminated water is processed at a certified 

plant.  I passed three or four of those plants on the way 

here, did you guys?  Yeah, the processing plants where 

they're cleaning the water.  Where are they?   

     Where do they remove all these contaminants, the 

proprietary contaminants, where are these --- where's the 

processing plants where our water is being cleaned?  Then 

we have to trust, trust who, Rich Fitzgerald who extorted 

money from the industry?  I guess.  Another quote, 

strongest regulations will be enforced.  By who, a DEP who 

runs on a skeleton crew?  I guess.  Another, opportunity 

to use your parks while they use them for something else.  

And this is for millions of dollars.  Okay.  Another 

quote, we have ways and means to protect air and water.  

Where are they?  What are they?  This is called words.  

This is the game of words.  Let me see, I heard some --- 

riots were breaking out in Boyce Park because the beat cop 

lost his job, the lifeguards got laid off and I believe 

this resulted from lower property taxes in Allegheny 

County, that's what most people say.  Many statements are 

followed by I lease my property and I got grandkids.  

Congratulations, I was real happy to hear that, too.  

VisitPitsburgh, conventions are coming, lots of hotel 

rooms are rented out.   

     People want to move here because there's not a 

lot of quality of life in Texas, because there is a lot of 

drilling there.  Texas looks like a pincushion.  This city 

banned fracking, maybe they see hope here.  Park roofs are 

compromising building so we need to contaminate the water 

and air, I guess.  We're going to risk earthquakes, 

explosions but we're going to make residents proud of 

their parks again.  I don't know, I go to these parks, I'm 

not seeing what everyone else is reporting here.  Okay. 

We're going to minimize damages, sensitive to conditions.  

These are words.  These are empty words.  What good is a 

pristine environment --- this was the gem of the evening, 

what good is a pristine environment if there ain't no 



jobs?  Your life, your life, your health?  I have a --- 

wait, one more --- last one.  I'm a mother and I'm getting 

these jobs for kids my kids' age.  Not my kids, kids their 

age.  This is --- minority kids.  By the way, I hope she's 

still here, George Westinghouse died in 1914.   

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Kenneth Weir.  Alberto 

Benzaquen, are you here?  Steve Thomas?  Peter Wray, I 

know you're here.  You can come up here. 

  MR. WEIR:  Kenneth Weir, Lincoln Place.  

Everyone here has a reason for the way they vote.  And 

just real quick I'd like to say I was on a civil case in 

court and I was sitting there and this guy goes over the 

list.  And the Defendant they brought out, this guy, he 

was the head of everything.  I said wow, this guy, he 

really knows what he's talking about.  And then the 

Plaintiff brought out a guy that said he knew everything.  

And I said wow.  There must be something more to this 

story because they're both saying the same thing.  And 

they can't.  Someone's got to not be telling the truth.  

So I went back through a timeline.  The computer is a 

wonderful thing.  I just want to read this.  I put this 

together.  On January 27, 2011, at 10:30 a.m. Rich 

Fitzgerald announced his candidacy for the executive of 

this county.  On February 16, 2011, he hired Mike Mikus to 

be the head of his campaign.  Mike Mikus works for 

Consumer Energy Alliance, their corporate motto is to 

promote industrial government policies on energy.  Okay?  

He's also the author of, quote, in the paper, south 

Fayette leader should be sued for protecting the health, 

safety and welfare of its citizens.  That was in the Post 

Gazette.   

     Now, we're going to scoot up to May 11, 2011.  

PG reported an e-mail from Rich Fitzgerald to Katy Clayber 

(phonetic) soliciting money along with Matt Pizarella 

(phonetic) but interesting enough, that e-mail was 

authored on January 27, 2011, the same day that Rich 

Fitzgerald announced his candidacy for the county 

executive.  One was at 10:30, 3:55 p.m. that e-mail was 

sent.  Interesting.  May 11, also I got a letter here, 

this is from Huntley and Huntley to all it’s lease 

holders, support Rich Fitzgerald for county executive.  

November 9, 2011, Rich Fitzgerald was elected county 

executive.  December 14, 2012, he agrees to lease 

Pittsburgh International along with Allegheny County 

Airport.  Consol Energy and Gary Slagle --- the next time 



you see Rich Fitzgerald, ask him about Gary Slagle.  Okay.  

So they left $20 million on the table and never told 

anybody why.  January 1st, 2013, I received a phone call 

at home from Councilman Bob Macey, sorry he's not here.  

Bob Macey told me on February 1st --- now, mind you that 

this was a done deal to drill at the county --- the 

International Airport.  A done deal.  Okay.  He later 

denied that to me in person at a meeting of South Hills 

Against Dangerous Drilling.  Okay.  February 7th Council 

has drilling infomercial chaired by Bob Macey who states 

at that meeting, this isn't a done deal, folks.  Well, he 

called me on February 1st to tell me it was a done deal 

and I wish he was here because I'd call him out on the 

carpet right here.   

     February 19th, Council votes to approve lease 

with Pittsburgh International Airport.  February 22nd, 

Jared Barker e-mailed 27 points of concern, Mr. Martoni 

doesn’t forward those e-mails to the rest of county 

council and they already had voted on the 19th about 

seeing his e-mail of 27 points of concern.  February 28th, 

Rich holds a fundraiser in Pittsburgh, Huntley and Huntley 

gives him $10,000.  Rich Fitzgerald reaches a deal for 

Deer Lakes Park with Huntley and Huntley and Range 

Resources, 81 pages of legalese, whereas, heretofore, 

forwith, hereto, not withstanding, forgo and setforth, 

where are we going with this?  I'll tell you where we're 

going with this.  Remember Johnny Cochran at the O.J. 

Simpson trial, he said, if that glove don't fit, you must 

acquit.  And I say this, if this fit, this glove fits, you 

can't acquit.  You must vote no.  And take back your 

powers under our Constitution and the Home Rule Charter.  

Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Are you Alberto?   

  MR. BENZAQUEN:  No. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  That's okay.  Are you Steve 

Thomas? 

  MR. THOMAS:  I am. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  That's good.   

  MR. THOMAS:  I don't expect my testimony here is 

going to be quite as entertaining or as provocative as the 

last two speakers, but ---. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  I was hoping. 

  MR. THOMAS:  I live in Sewickley, 742 Chestnut 

Road, Allegheny County resident for the last 30 years.  

I'm a commercial real estate developer we’re a company 



called Chapman Properties.  We build business parks.  And 

the last five years have been economic turmoil in the 

nation and the region because of the recession.  But the 

activity level that we've had in terms of development, 

economic development in this region has been comparatively 

spectacular in that we've entered into a dozen different 

transactions with seven energy companies to build to suit 

for sale or to lease a total of 180,000 square feet of 

space and over 150 jobs in the last five years during the 

recession.  So it seems to me that there is a sea change 

effect from the Marcellus, Devonian and Utica Shale.  And 

the fact that this region happens to be the ground zero 

for the new energy industry having the potential for 

energy independence as a country, it's a reality, I think, 

from this movement.   

       The specific benefits of this Deer Lakes 

drilling, this has been a referendum on fracking in 

general much more than what's happening out there.  But as 

I understand this, the lease has enormous economic 

benefits to the County and the park system.  And it 

actually provides additional protection to --- 

environmentally for the area around Deer Lakes because 

this lease specifically requires enhancements to the 

environmental protection that would normally be provided 

through the state and feds on a drilling program like 

this.  I see that county residents have a lot to lose and 

very little to gain if you vote against this lease.  

Basically, drilling is going to occur in the surrounding 

areas whether you vote for it or not.  And these 

significant economic benefits and environmental benefits 

will be lost if you vote no.   

     So I’m here to encourage you to vote yes to 

approve this lease.  It's a great opportunity in my mind 

for Allegheny County to take a leadership role in 

utilizing our natural resources to benefit county 

residents while protecting the environment and building 

our regional economy.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES: thank you, Mr. Thomas.  Peter 

Wray, followed by Joy Strang.  Okay, Peter.  

  MR. WRAY: Good evening.  My name is Peter Wray.  

I live in Churchill which is in Mr. Futules' district.  

And I am representing close to 3,000 members of the Sierra 

Club in Allegheny County.  Thank you for your attention 

during this long hearing and thank you for your patience.  

I wish to briefly express the Sierra Club's dismay at the 



committee chairman's selection of so-called experts called 

to appear before the park committee's meeting tomorrow 

evening.  Unfortunately, the people called by the 

committee chairman are either closely associated with the 

gas industry, are in thrall to the county executive or are 

restricted by attorney/client privilege from fully 

answering questions.  Objective, independent experts are 

sadly missing thereby limiting the opportunity for all 

open-minded members of the Council to obtain a balanced 

view of the issues surrounding the fracking lease.  

Perhaps we should not be surprised at this behavior.  As 

you know, the recent attempt to gain an independent 

assessment of the lease by a very knowledgeable attorney, 

the now famous John Smith, was rejected by the committee 

chairman under worrisome circumstances.   

And there is a pattern here.  At his information 

meeting on April the 2nd, the county executive chose 

to bring forth only political friends and people 

closely associated with the gas drilling industry 

leaving the audience deprived of any independent and 

objective expert presentations.  But this biased, 

closed behavior goes back further.  In late 2011 then 

County Executive Elect Fitzgerald appointed an Energy 

and Environment Vision Task force loaded with 

fracking supporters.  In April of 2012, that same 

team held a listening session that's in the same 

fashion was dominated by pro-fracking witnesses and 

was described by one observer as a farce.  We 

respectfully call on the committee chairman to hold 

an additional committee meeting to allow members of 

the Council to hear from the truly independent, 

objective and knowledgeable experts.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Wray.                            

  MS. STRANG:  Hi.  My name is Joy Strang.  Ladies 

and gentlemen, you've seen me before, you've met me 

before.  Good evening, Honored Councilmembers and members 

of the community.  I am a member of the Deer Lakes 

community and I am a direct resident adjacent to the park. 

And I am opposed to fracking in and around the park.  

Ahead of you, Councilmembers, is an extremely exhausting 

task.  I can't even imagine.  You've been entrusted with 

according to your Charter, the administration of 

elections, the registration of voters, assessment of 

property for tax purposes and administration of justice, 

recording of deeds, execution of wills, construction of 



roads and bridges, care of aged, dependent,  planning 

civil defense, the administration and direction of 

airports, sewage disposal, management of parks and 

recreation and public health.  So you have to do all of 

this for 130 municipalities within the 731 square miles in 

Allegheny County and I can't even imagine the depth of 

this endeavour.  But you have asked us to trust you to do 

that.  Before you is a presidence, jumping off or not 

jumping off, will most certainly be one of the most 

important decisions that this Council and many of you as 

individuals will ever make.  The people have spoken.  This 

is not as Mr. Fitzgerald's claimed to the press, what 

Allegheny County wants.   

     Unfortunately, many normal people like me are 

still uneducated about what's going on.  Most people whom 

I’ve come in contact with assume that our elected 

officials are going to act in our best interest.  I 

thought I didn’t have to worry myself about what was going 

on.  My incredible children have proved me wrong.  Our 

family learned together about some extremely disturbing 

things.  We've learned about the dangers of many types of 

drilling.  And it was Kathryn who said, mommy, don't 

concrete roads need to be fixed all the time.  I applaud 

your efforts thus far and I know that there's political 

pressure, social pressure, and that each and every one of 

you has an actual life of your own outside of this Gold 

Room, I know that.  I want you to know equivocally that 

the Strang Family from Frazer Township is opposed to 

fracking in any form under any public land.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Are Elizabeth and 

Kathryn your children? 

   MS. STRANG:  I’m sorry? 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Are they your children? 

   MS. STRANG:  They are. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Are they speaking? 

  MS. STRANG:  They're speaking. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Okay.  Elizabeth Strang, 

followed by Kathryn Strang and Carrie White, after that 

David Allison. 

  MS. E. STRANG:  Good evening, Honored 

Councilmembers and members of the county.  My name is 

Elizabeth Strang.  I live right in Deer Lakes Park and my 

family has to go through the park several times everyday 

to get to and from our home.  Many people love the park so 

much they will do almost anything to protect it.  



Unfortunately, many people don't know that we have any say 

in the matter.  But we do.  We have come here to tell all 

of you.  Our parents voted for you and they have the duty 

to come here to tell you what they want.  My family and I 

go hiking in Deer Lakes Park.  Last weekend we saw 

hundreds and hundreds of people fishing and enjoying the 

park and nature, just like a public park is supposed to 

be.  I don't know what I would do if something happened to 

Deer Lakes Park.  All I'm saying is that a lot of people 

love Deer Lakes Park and no one that I talked to, and I’ve 

been told that I talk a lot, want you to do this.  My 

sister and I believe that you don't have to be big to know 

what's right or wrong.  We are respectfully asking you to 

please hear what we have to say.  We are the future and we 

have educated ourselves about current fracking practices.  

We know that the life we know now will change forever if 

it is allowed to happen in our park.  Please, you have the 

power, do not let this occur.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you.  Kathryn, followed 

by Carrie White and David Allison. 

  MS. K. STRANG:  Good evening, Honored 

Councilmembers and members of the community.  My name is 

Kathryn Strang.  I live in Frazer Township about one mile 

from Deer Lakes Park.  I love where we live and it took 

our parents a very long time to find just the right place 

for us.  I started a group called Earth Kids with my 

sister because we love to spend time at Deer Lakes Park 

because it is so close.  I am very passionate about 

recycling and many other things to help make our world 

better because the world still needs to be here when my 

sister and I grow up.  When we heard about the proposed 

fracking, we decided we needed to become educated about 

what was being discussed.  The information that we found, 

even from so-called pro fracking people was just so --- so 

upsetting.  Everyone that I’ve spoken to about this, 

everyone, not one person that I have spoken to thinks our 

parks are the place for this to be happening.  I wrote a 

song to help me get some of my feelings about this tragic 

possibility.  Please listen to us.  The youth of our 

communities are our future and you are able to make an 

incredible impact on the quality of the life that we have 

to live.  Thank you so much for your time. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Kathryn.   

SONG PLAYED 



  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Is Carrie White here?  David 

Allison.  After that will be Louis D'Amico.  You are 

David? 

  MR. ALLISON: David Allison.  I have a working 

farm about three miles up the road from Deer Lakes Park.  

The farm's been in my family for 200 years.  I hope it 

will still be a part of my family 200 years from now.  The 

health of the land of my farm, it's very important to me.  

The reality is gas drilling has come to West Deer 

Township.  Gas is a natural resource as much as our farm 

land is for the county.  Range Resources has been 

responsible company.  I think they're the best choice for 

drilling in West Deer.  Drilling that has started already 

and will continue.  Environmental impact will be minimal 

with them.  The county has negotiated a very favorable 

lease in a small window of time to get any gas reserves.  

There will be drilling, it has already started boring on 

the land around the park.  And it’s going to continue 

whether Deer Lakes Park is included or not.  Royalty money 

as also pointed out earlier can help the county ensure 

funding for our parks for decades to come.  I urge you to 

make use of these gas reserves and go ahead and support 

the residents and get the lease signed.  And a comment, my 

grandparents' generation, there were farmers who would not 

use a tractor and used that to help with farming.  In my 

generation there are people who do not use computers.  

Their life goes on but the have lost the major improvement 

in both their lives and the world around them.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Louis D'Amico, 

followed by --- hold on a second, sir, Marcia Bandes and 

Dana Dolney.  Go ahead, continue. 

  MR. D'AMICO:  Thank you.  President DeFazio and 

Councilmembers, thank you for the opportunity to speak 

this evening.  I am president of the Pennsylvania 

Independent Oil and Gas Association.  So you'll all be 

stunned that I support drilling under Deer Lake.  My 

background, I am a native of Western Pennsylvania.  I'm a 

petroleum engineer graduate of Penn State.  I hate to 

admit how old I am but I've been around almost as long as 

fracking, not quite but close to it.  I think there's been 

a lot of misinformation and confusion over hydraulic 

fracturing and the drilling industry, not only in 

Pennsylvania but nationwide.  And I can only talk about 

what I know in the 42 years in the industry, and that is 



that we have traditionally operated in Pennsylvania long 

before the first shale well was drilled.   

     We’ve hydraulically fractured wells in 

Pennsylvania throughout my entire career.  And we have yet 

to see any of those problems that people are claiming are 

a threat to our environment.  We hear that statement from 

not only Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection today under Governor Corbett, we heard the same 

things under Governor Rendell prior that.  We heard the 

same things from EPA under EPA's under President Clinton, 

President Bush and now President Obama.  So we're not 

talking about one party claiming, we're talking about 

bipartisan leadership both in the nation and the states.  

There are 34 states in the United States that have oil and 

gas operations in them.  All 34 of those states have a 

regulatory agency that looks after and oversees those.  

The Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission is the 

organization that represents all of those organizations. 

If you are interested and willing to take some time, take 

a look at the IOGCC website and see some of the comments 

on there about hydraulic fracturing, about the drilling 

industry and its effect on the environment.  I think 

clearly the issue here is a whether we can safely protect 

environment in drilling under the park, which I think the 

answer from my standpoint is yes.  The second question is, 

is the resource that you're going to receive back as a 

county worthwhile to it?  Again, I think that answer is 

yes.  And I thank you for your time. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Louis.  Marcia 

Bandes. 

  MS. BANDES:  My name is Marcia Bandes, 1531 

South Negley Ave, Pittsburgh.  And first what I want is I 

just want to clarify here.  We are not --- we are not 

asking you to vote on drilling throughout the country, we 

are asking you about drilling under Deer Park.  So the 

conventions are still going to come, the meetings are 

still going to come, the jobs are still going to be here.  

We're talking about a couple of wells that are going to 

drill underneath our park.  And the question is, is that 

appropriate or not.  So with that, I just want to also 

then say, when the gas industry talks about how safe 

hydrofracking is, they are talking about what happens a 

mile or so underground.  My main concern is what happens 

at ground level.  What will it --- will it keep all the 

fracking fluids before and after use in containers rather 



than open pits?  Will it capture all of the methane 

normally released to the air and use technology that will 

eliminate the need for flaring?  Does the contract cover 

the testing for all of the chemicals that will be created 

--- that will be used or created in the fracking process?  

Does it include testing for changes in rates of cancer, 

autism and other irregularities that are caused by the 

endocrine disrupters associated with fracking?   

     Does it include testing for changes in the local 

fish and animal population?  Is there a bond to cover 

accidents with natural consequences such as groundwater 

pollution as well as to cover the cost to close the wells 

and restore the land when they're done?  Does it include 

the hiring of enough DEP personnel to inspect the wells 

and track these various issues on a regular schedule?  

Where is the guarantee for transparency for the public?  

Is there technology available to remove radiation from the 

water that comes back up out of the well?  And that was 

just --- I can take a broader view.  Where is the 

requirement that the water be made potable again?  How 

will we drink it?  Look at how desperate the West is for 

water.  Many farmers leaving huge swaths of land empty 

because there's not enough water to grow crops.  In cities 

like Sacramento the water you flush down the toilet is 

recycled and used for just about everything except 

drinking.  Yet, Allegheny County wants to take fresh water 

and irreversibly pollute it.   

     I understand that the Great Lakes is just north 

of us and that we're surrounded by rivers but it's hard to 

imagine running out of fresh water.  We've hunted the 

bison to their extinction, we decimated the large fish 

populations in the ocean.  We must wrap our heads around 

the fact that what we do, what we take, does make a 

difference.  Today fracking is a combination of science 

and luck that no human or natural accidents happen.  

Though individuals have certain limited rights to do as 

they wish with their land, our government, and I'm 

speaking about our Allegheny County government, should not 

be an accomplice to the spread of hydrofracturing that can 

irrefutably cause air pollution, irreversible water 

pollution and health risks to its residents.  This is a 

technology that though used for years and still not ready 

for prime time.   

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Dana Dolney.  



  MS. DOLNEY: Hi. I want to thank you all for the 

opportunity to speak this evening.  I appreciate that you 

pay attention since I took off the night of work and I'm 

losing $150 to speak to you all which is every time I come 

here.  So please, at least pay attention to me when I 

speak.  This is what Texas looks like.  Do you see all 

those dots?  Those are all well pads.  That's why people 

leave Texas because there is no quality of life in Texas.  

That's what a gas field looks like ten years from now 

developed.  Go ahead, talk to a few people from Texas, 

they'll tell you what it looks like.  They'll tell you how 

pretty it is here.  I hear them saying that all of the 

time when they come to my bar.  It's so pretty here.  

Yeah, because they haven't destroyed it yet.  Just 

remember that.  You are partially responsible for the 

actions that this industry will take on our land and on 

our parks.  That means you're also responsible for the 

ailments.  Now, one of the reasons why I haven't been able 

to be here very often is I have to work my bar shift every 

Tuesday night to pay my bills because the rest of the time 

as many of the people know in this room, I'm out 

volunteering.  Because I have a job, not the jobs that 

these guys are bringing but it's unfortunately an all 

volunteer effort because we had to help the harmed --- the 

harmed that aren't being helped by you, the harmed that 

aren't being helped by the DEP, the harmed that are right 

outside of Cross Creek Park interestingly enough that you 

all hear about.   

     I heard that Range had the audacity to stand up 

in front of all of you and say there wasn't even a hiccup.  

Not a hiccup?  Clear-cutting the cemetery, not a hiccup?  

Flaring for weeks on end, not a hiccup?  Twelve (12) 

families that I work with have all lost their water rights 

outside of the park, not a hiccup.  $7,800 that I had to 

raise personally this winter to provide a 90-year-old 

woman who's been living without water for five years, 

three water buffaloes so her grandchildren and her 

daughters can come and bathe with clean water because 

they've been bathing in water that's contaminated for five 

years.  Yeah, some of us are emotional but that's because 

it's an emotional topic.  Stop talking about money and 

start talking about lives and health and cancer because 

this is not just about the environment, it's about the 

sores on people for bathing in this water.  I sat with a 

woman who is in her 70s the first time I ever met her this 



very week while I was down there testing water for 

somebody else.  And she sat and she cried and said, I 

can't get any help.  And I looked at her with tears in my 

eyes and said, I'm here to try to help you.  I am so 

sorry.  I am so sorry that no one is here to help you.  I 

believe you.  I know what happened.  I know your water was 

clean five years ago.  I know what happened.  But nobody’s 

listening.   

     I know you've all taken the tour.  The tour of a 

gas pad is like saying you've been to 26 countries because 

you went to Epcot; right?  Think fast, people.  Do you 

want to see a well pad, go uninvited?  Do you want to see 

sickness and disease?  Come with me.  I will take you to 

any of these peoples' houses.  Their doors are open.  They 

live right outside of the park.  They live right outside 

of the park.  They have begged me to come here and ask for 

you to come because nobody else is coming.  Please, do 

what's right.  These are parks.  They are parks.  They are 

not industrial wastelands.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Andrew Masich, 

followed by Tina Beacham.  How do you pronounce your last 

name? 

   MR. MASICH:  Masich.  It rhymes with basic. 

My name is Andrew Masich.  I’m a resident of Allegheny 

County living at 135 Wilmar Drive, Pittsburgh, 15238.  

Many of my ancestors came here more than 200 years ago but 

my family and I moved here from Denver about 16 years ago 

attracted by the region's high quality of life, especially 

the natural beauty of the parks as well as the unrivaled 

parks and cultural assets.  All of these resources deserve 

to be protected, cherished and enjoyed for generations to 

come.  Our region has also been famous for its coal, oil 

and gas resources.  Drilling and oil and gas recovery and 

refining have long been part of our region's heritage and 

economy.  In fact, Samuel Kier distilled the first refined 

petroleum about a block and a half from here over 150 

years ago.  In those early days we were not aware of or 

caring about the environmental impacts of extracting 

natural resources.   

     Today I believe we are smart enough to do it 

responsibly.  And I support the proposed  

--- the proposal advanced by County Executive Fitzgerald.  

Like many others, I've been concerned about the recent 

reallocation of a portion of the Regional Asset District 

Funding that's so vital for the support of our parks and 



cultural assets.  I was encouraged when the county 

executive expressed similar concerns and he pledged to 

investigate new sources of funding so that RAD funds could 

once again be restored for the support of libraries, 

museums, parks and cultural organizations.  Most everyone 

recognizes the value of these assets and organizations, 

not only in providing a high quality of life for our 

residents but for the role they play as economic engines 

in our region.  I would like to express my appreciation to 

Executive Fitzgerald for making good on his promise to 

explore new sources of revenue.  And for his continuing 

efforts in working with Governor Corbett and others to 

resolve the transit funding issues with a long-term 

statewide funding package.  I want to thank you all for 

your support of the ordinance which I do believe will make 

the best use of and benefit all of our county's assets, 

both natural and cultural for years to come.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Tina Beacham?  

Wendy Long?  Elissa Weiss?  Russell Gibson, followed by 

Kim Eichenlaub. 

  MR. GIBSON:  My name is Russ Gibson.  I live in 

Ross Township.  I'm a retired vice president of Local 9 

for 44 years.  And I was president of the Northern 

Allegheny Seniors Softball league for 18 years made up of 

259 seniors and it started in 1986 and it still goes on 

today.  Keeping a lot of people busy.  I’m very interested 

in the development of the Marcellus Shale deposits deep 

under the parks, especially North Park.  I need more 

information on where the wells are to be drilled in the 

park.  And I have been visiting North Park for 70-some 

years, and the safety precautions to be taken during and 

after drilling of the wells are a very large interest to 

me.  How long does the county have to commit on the 

project and what's the bottom line on the annual income to 

the county and for how many years.  What are the options 

and interests of the adjacent municipalities, boroughs and 

townships adjacent to North Park to do the same thing?  If 

the county does not commit and adjacent boroughs, 

townships and municipalities do, then what happens to the 

protection of the income supposed to come to the county 

under the contracts?   

     I hope the contract works out.  A separate 

account needs to be opened and audited on an annual basis 

as to the distribution of the funds.  And I've been 

involved in the parks for a lot of years.  And I get a lot 



of participation from members of our softball league in 

cleaning up the roads in North Park and also power washing 

pavilions when we know people are going to lease them.  I 

want to thank you for your time.  And I hope things work 

out in the best interests of Allegheny County and 

participants.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Russell.  I had 

called three names, Tina Beacham, Wendy Long and Elissa 

Weiss; which one are you? 

   MS. WEISS:  Elissa Weiss.   

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  You're good.  You're next.  

The other ones aren't here.  After you will be Kim 

Eichenlaub and Michael Ventrone.  You’re up. 

  DR. WEISS:  My name is Doctor Elissa Weiss, 

internal medicine physician.  I reside at 134 Dennis 

Drive, Glenshaw, PA, 15116.  Once again, I want to thank 

you for your diligent attention to public comment on the 

issue of fracking on, under or near county parks which 

bears directly on the greater issue of fracking anywhere.  

Through the cloud of much comment and discussion on the 

many facets related to fracking in the parks, improved 

recreational facilities, potential job creation, 

manufacturing energy needs, County Executive/County 

Council interdynamics, unwillingness of banks to approve 

mortgages and of home insurers to insure properties on or 

near fracking sites, widespread polluting effects on air, 

land and water, exemption of this process from the Clean 

Water Act, Clean Air Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and 

even the Toxin Releases inventory, water consumption, 

wastewater treatment and disposal concerns, concerns about 

earthquakes, legalities of leasing the mineral rights for 

our public lands, inadequate preparation and thereby 

potential endangerment of emergency first responders. 

Secrecy about this simultaneously decades-old new process 

that has led to a physician gag rule which delays adequate 

emergency care of victims and collection of public health 

exposure data.   

     Through this cloud, Mr. Ellenbogen insightfully 

observed at the April 6th meeting that our priority focus 

should be the chief concern of most commenters who spoke 

on this proposal, that is, it should be the health of the 

people of this community and preservation of the safety of 

the essentials of our environment that we require to 

survive.  He hoped for a medical expert to help light the 

most prudent path to follow even before considering lease 



legalities and presumably other considerations.  From the 

Physicians for Social Responsibility website, welcome to 

PSR's Environmental Health Policy Institute where we ask 

questions, then ask the experts to answer them,  

physicians, health professionals, environmental health 

experts.  How does hydraulic fracturing, fracking, affect 

the public's health.  The answer to that question are in 

large measure the reason that Physicians for Social 

Responsibility adopted a position on fracking which states 

in part that PSR supports precautionary approach that 

includes a moratorium on the use of hydraulic fracturing 

until such time as impartial federal agencies such as the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency develop and implement 

enforceable rules that provide adequate protection for 

human health and the environment from fossil fuel 

extraction processes that use hydraulic fracturing.   

      Another vital resource on this issue is 

Physicians, Scientists and Engineers for Healthy Energy 

which provides evidence-based scientific information and 

peer-reviewed science and public health research on energy 

policy choices.  Data from studies PSE provides document 

surface and groundwater contamination associated with 

modern natural gas development and suggests that this 

process poses substantial risk to public health.  Through 

their Continuing Medical Education Program we can all 

access the scientific information on the health dimensions 

of shale gas and tight oil development that is in use by 

the Medical Society of the State of New York.  I have 

enclosed copies of PSR and PRE materials that will allow 

even those with the most elementary computer skills to 

easily access this information.   

      To quote someone who has written on hydraulic 

fracturing for oil in urban Los Angeles, we invoke a 

precautionary principle placing the Burden of Proof on the 

oil companies rather than using neighbors' bodies 

including our children as bio-monitors that prove later 

that this activity was unsafe.  I urge you not to abdicate 

your responsibility to perform due diligence by voting to 

surrender your rights to review and decide on these 

critical issues.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Ms. Weiss.  Kim 

Eichenlaub.  And Michael Ventrone after that.  Barb Grover 

and Marc Little.  You're up, Kim. 

  MS. EICHENLAUB:  I'm Kim Eichenlaub.  I'm from 

Richland Township.  There's a huge elephant in the room 



that nobody has acknowledged so far tonight.  That's what 

I’m going to talk about.  And among the attachments that 

I'm going to leave are 14 pages of links, not the 

articles, the links, 14 pages of research and reports and 

articles, also about the elephant.  There is no good way 

to manage radioactive waste.  We can move it around, 

spread it around exposing more and more people to it.  We 

can treat it but those are all ostrich.  The only 

effective way to manage radioactive waste is to stop 

producing it.  Whether the fracking beneath the park were 

to take place safely or disastrously, it would still bring 

thousands of tons of additional radioactive waste to the 

surface, compounding the cumulative effects that we're 

already as critical turning away drill cuttings because 

they're too high in radioactive waste.  They have to be 

trucked out to Nevada and to Idaho.   

     Consider this new line from a recent Smithsonian 

magazine article.  Radioactive wastewater from fracking is 

found in a Pennsylvania stream, new testing shows high 

levels of radium are being released into the water shed 

that supplies Pittsburgh's drinking water.  The article is 

already widely reported and discussed on newsstands 

worldwide.  I think there may be a down turn in visitors. 

It details a two-year study by Duke University researchers 

who found radiant concentrations 200 times higher than 

background levels in our water supply.  Despite water 

treatment that actually reduced most contaminants from the 

wastewater, including 90 percent of the radiant, in other 

words, even after water treatment our water contains 200 

times more radiant than background level.  It's that 

dangerous for Allegheny County.  I quote one of the 

researchers from Duke who says, even if today you 

completely stop disposal of the wastewater you still end 

up in a place that the U.S. would consider a radioactive 

waste site.   

     What are you going to tell the people who come 

here ten years from now and they come and ask you why did 

you let this happen?  What can you do for those of us left 

behind in a radioactive waste zone?  Wouldn't it be nice 

if this would all go away?  And it can and you have the 

power to make it go away.  You can say no to this proposal 

at hand.  You can say no more fracking on or under public 

land.  When you go outside tomorrow you can look at the 

sun and start thinking about how people all over the world 

in communities are working on radiant-free, emissions-free 



solar power and I have a lot of information about that in 

the attachments, too. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Kim.  Barbara 

Grover?   

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Barbara Grover left. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you.  Ken Broadbent?  

David Buchewicz?  Marc Little?  Is that you, Mark?  James 

Converse after he's finished and then Lucas Lyons.   

   MR. LITTLE:  Good evening, Council.  I’m here to 

support the actual drilling on behalf of --- organization. 

We actually think it's a great opportunity to help create 

jobs.  And we also believe that this is great opportunity 

for the county.  As we believe the administration and Rich 

Fitzgerald’s office has taken extreme measures to put in 

place proper --- the opportunity to look at all the issues 

that were involved in this particular issue of drilling.  

And I'm just here to let everybody know that I’m here to 

support the drilling of it.  Thank you. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Marc.  James 

Converse?  Not here.  Lucas Lyons, I know you're here.  

After you, David Simmeway and Ryan Dewey.  Does he get an 

award for being number 100?   

  MR. LYONS: I'll sum it up.  First off, here's a 

four-page document, four pages, okay, talk about how 

great, the greatest lease we've ever seen in the country, 

81 pages.  It's got all the protections, you know, that's 

to protect me from something I didn't even want in the 

first place.  But here's actually what you're voting on is 

four pages.  Page number one is a summary.  Page number 

four is where the signatures go.  And here's the two-page 

ordinance that will give Fitzgerald the right to negotiate 

a lease with Huntley and Huntley and Range.  Okay?  This 

is what you're voting on, two pages, not the 81-page 

document that everyone's talking about how great it is, 

two pages, here it is.  The second page isn't even filled.  

It's like three-quarters of the way down.  I'm just going 

to, like I just randomly picked things I hear throughout 

the night.  

      First of all, we thank the people from like Pro 

Drilling for coming to your second meeting.  I appreciate 

you guys talking.  I honestly do, you know what I mean?  

It's a debate but I mean, the facts are the facts and 

let's try to weed through it.  Some things I heard 

tonight, we have to do this or other companies will steal  

the gas.  First off, if another company steals the gas 



under our parks, let's sue them and then we can fund 

everything we need from that; all right?  Another guy from 

labor said, we have to get on this or they will pass us 

by.  Good-bye.  I'll say it right now, good-bye, we're 

fine.  Your county manager said the finances of the county 

are very strong.  Don’t listen to the one percent of the 

people that are against this.  Someone from Huntley said 

this, the one percent, they said the same things of Deer 

Lakes Park.   

     The 2013 Pittsburgh Regional Environmental 

Survey which was featured in the Post Gazette in October 

said that 70 percent of Allegheny County residents, 800 

people polled, 70 percent do not want fracking.  So 

whether they're for it or against it, which is about 

50/50, they do not want fracking done in state parks, game 

lands, nature reserves and on and on about parks.  Seventy 

(70) percent of Allegheny County don't want it; okay?  So 

you guys are going to be in a very big political 

boondoggle once you go along and vote this which I hope 

you don't.  If you do, it's going to be the end of your 

political career.  That's not a threat, that's 70 percent 

of people being against this.  All right?  Immediate 

impact on jobs.  I asked Rich Fitzgerald how many jobs 12 

wells under our park are going to create.  His answer, he 

didn't know.  I said, could you ballpark it, up at Deer 

Lakes.  Here was his response.  (Indicates).  I mean, we 

can talk about economics all day but you know, you're 

going to get a handful of jobs if you let fracking under 

our parks.   

     I mean, this is a fly-by-night, carpet bagging 

operation.  Marcellus Shale has paved more roads in the 

State in Pennsylvania.  I won't even respond to that.  One 

guy said, the guy from Huntley and Huntley said the risks 

are zero.  Either he's being willfully ignorant or 

recklessly manipulative.  That's not true.  I sent all of 

you a lot of studies we talked about tonight.  Hopefully 

you've read that.  If you have any questions, if you want 

me to help you break them down, I'd be happy to.  Okay. 

Thank you very much.  

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Lucas.  David 

Simmeway, is he here?  Ryan Dewey?   

  MR. SIMMEWAY:  My name is Dave Simmeway.  I am 

the president and owner of EMAT Incorporated.  We're an 

environmental noise control company stationed right here 

in Allegheny County.  Myself and all of my employees are 



also lifetime residents of Allegheny County.  I bring this 

up because we are for this proposal --- because of jobs.  

I know that's been mentioned quite a few times this 

evening.  But I grew up in this area right outside the 

Liberty Tunnels in Beechview preceded by generations of 

steamfitters, ironworkers, boilermakers, electricians and 

steelworkers.  I say that because I’ve seen for years the 

industrial market in this area disappear with the jobs.   

     With total respect for the young lady who spoke 

earlier, that was graduating in two weeks, I also have a 

young daughter graduating from college in two weeks.  I 

think that a majority of the reason for decades of loss of 

population was lack of jobs in this area.  That is why I 

am now aligned with the mineral and gas market as it has 

given us a strong shot in the arm of jobs in this area 

that are so needed.  Again, with the work that is out 

there, I think that if we're looking to have a fight, and 

as a Pittsburgher I have never shied from one, I think the 

fight should not be against the drilling companies or the 

gas companies looking to drill.  But to make sure that 

they provide what they have promised and the benefits that 

come with it.  One in particular being jobs.  Also, to 

limit the impasse of both light and noise pollution to the 

residents.  And I think, finally, if this is voted for and 

it’s approved by the Council I think it will do well for 

the rest of the labor force in Pittsburgh.  I think it's 

good for us all.  So I think a yes vote for this proposal, 

is a yes vote for jobs.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, David.  Next up, 

Ryan Dewey, followed by Ron Slabe. 

  MR. DEWEY: Members of Council, I had a speech 

prepared but I'm going to go ahead and just hand this off 

to you to read later at your leisure.  I thought it would 

be a little bit more important for all of you to sleep 

well tonight in knowing that advancements in technology 

are not going to make Allegheny County or Pennsylvania 

look like the picture that you got.  The picture that you 

received I'm betting is an aerial picture of the Barnett 

formation in Texas, we're been hearing all lot of stuff 

about Texas.  See, when Barnett formation was originally 

explored 65 years ago when they started hydrofracking, it 

was done on a grid basis because they could only do 

vertical instead of horizontal drilling.  And so if you 

see all those lights and those well pads you're seeing on 

a grid spaced about 150 feet apart.  And they had to keep 



punching holes everywhere so they could get the gas out of 

the ground.   

Well, the difference in today's world is, as a matter 

of fact, Range Resources has just drilled the longest 

lateral at almost 10,000 feet.  So if you look at what 

technology has done for us, drilling is done on a 

northwest to southeast access from the well head.  It can 

reach out 10,000 feet in each direction.  So if you take 

one lateral out, two miles and then the other well two 

miles, you can space these well heads four miles apart and 

get all of the gas; okay?  So I just wanted to make sure 

that that was clear so all of you wouldn't have sleepless 

nights, you know, thinking that Pennsylvania or Allegheny 

County is going to look like that picture.  I thank you 

for your time. 

   CHAIRMAN FUTULES: Thank you.  Next is Ron Slabe.  

Ron Slabe is not here.  We have an additional person who's 

not on our list we'll give the courtesy of speaking.  Fran 

Harkins.                                     

  MS. HARKINS:  Thank you.  I recall from the past 

that you have been good enough to allow late signees if 

they waited to be the very last person.  My name is Fran 

Harkins.  I live at 3700 Venango Avenue, Munhall, 

Pennsylvania, 15120.  In past years, the Allegheny County 

Commissioners merit our admiration for assembling the land 

and for a park system to afford citizens access to, quote, 

fresh air away from the city's heat and noise, end quote.  

During the years 1927 to 1931, Commissioner Ed Braddock 

drew funds from his own pocket as initial financing for 

both the North and South Parks.  In 1956 Commissioner 

Howard Stuart worked with the Mellon Foundations for the 

mass funding for six additional parks including Deer 

Lakes.   

     In the primary election in May of 1958, County 

voters approved a so-called people's bond issue for 

$4,580,000 to repay the Mellon Foundations and to improve 

the parks, quote, dedicated for all time to the pleasures 

of the people of Allegheny County, end quote.  In June of 

1958 Commissioner John Walker hailed the perspective new 

parks as an asset and said it will, quote, enhance the 

appeal and competitive position of the county as a 

desirable area in which to live and work.  In May of 1960 

George Kelly, the regional parks chief, in an article 

called Nature at its Best extolled Allegheny County 

described as a nature and noise hideaway.  The lakes and 



ponds in our regional parks, will be visited in the fall 

and spring by increasing numbers of wild ducks and geese.  

The parks chief said he's hanging out the welcome sign for 

white-tailed deer, raccoon and wild turkey.   

    And in 1962 the county allotted a half million 

dollars to among other park improvements to eliminate coal 

vents left by strip miners.  Thus for decades county 

commissioners and their councils have supported our park 

system, what's the contrast today?  The highlight of Deer 

Lakes Parks are three stream-fed lakes stocked with blue 

gill, perch, sunfish and trout.  Some local residents 

consume the fish as a regular part of their diet.  In 

Section 8.01.2 of the proposed ordinance before you, it's 

projecting only a, quote, fresh water supplies used for 

domestic consumption and shall not apply to surface 

waters.  There's more about the lease but I urge you to 

draw upon your courage and foresight of earlier councils 

and defeat this ordinance.  Thank you. 

  CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  If someone was on the list 

and was not here during the time that they were to speak, 

they would be allowed to at the end.  I was just notified 

that Mr. Sam Williamson is in the room.  Is there anybody 

else in this room that was signed up and has not had an 

opportunity to speak?  Mr. Williamson, you are the last 

person to speak. 

  MR. WILLIAMSON:  Thank you.  And thank you for 

your attention and your endurance this evening.  I'm Sam 

Williamson.  I’m the Western Pennsylvania director of SEIU 

Local 32 BJ.  I've got 140,000 members approximately.  

SEIU represents nearly 100,000 workers across the State of 

Pennsylvania including what you heard earlier, employees 

of Allegheny County.  Our local actually represents the 

employees of Deer Lakes School District, including the bus 

drivers, custodians, cafeteria workers and others out 

there.  Frankly, our union has had --- our members have 

long had concerns about fracking.  A quick Google search 

will bring those up for you.  They were boiled down to two 

broad areas; one, can we ensure that the process is safe 

by enacting and enforcing proper regulations?  And 

secondly, can you make sure that gas companies pay their 

fair share to the public, you know, for the amount of 

money that they're pocketing from extracting these 

resources from our ground.  We have not been proactively 

pro drilling.   



     We do however support this lease and we think 

you should as well.  And that's simply because this lease 

addresses both of those concerns and helps us raise the 

bar in Western Pennsylvania and across the state to what 

we could actually do with natural gas drilling.  It not 

only creates family sustaining jobs.  But it sets a 

standard for environmental protection and public benefit 

that we would do well to emulate across the region and 

across the state.  County Executive Fitzgerald has done 

really a tremendous job in negotiating a lease that goes 

above and beyond what is required under existing DEP 

regulations and ensures that the public can benefit by 

reverting much needed revenues to the county and the 

residents and citizens of Allegheny County.  So it's for 

all of those reasons that we support this lease.  It's for 

all of those reasons that we urge you to do the same.  

Thank you for your attention.  We really appreciate the 

open dialog and debate that you've heard this evening.  

It's been a long night.  And thanks very much. 

 CHAIRMAN FUTULES:  Thank you, Mr. Williamson.  

Thank you for your attendance.  Bar none.  There is a 

committee meeting on county parks starting at 5:00  

tomorrow and we will be discussing this topic.  Thanks 

Council members for coming this evening.  See you 

tomorrow.  We’re done.  Meeting adjourned. 

  MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:30 P.M. 

      

 

     MR. RIPPOLE:  My name is Craig Rippole and I 

reside at 918 Montclair Drive in Moon Township.  I'm here 

today to express my support for the Deer Lakes drilling 

plan and explain my simple understanding of the far 

reaching economic impact it will have on the county.  

Start off by restating the economic reality that I've read 

in the paper which is that there is $100 million in 

deferred maintenance that needs to be addressed in the 

nine county parks.  And there's ongoing pressure on the 

parks annual capital budget necessary to finance any 

improvements and upgrades.  I had a chance last week to 

take my three-year-old daughter to the modern playground 

set at Settlers Cabin and got to see firsthand how 

appealing the newer equipment is but also how much safer 

and more handicap accessible the news playgrounds are.  I 

came to realize that the rubberized playground safety 

surface along can cost upwards of $73,000, and learn that 



unfortunately only 11 of the 73 county's play areas are 

handicap accessible.  Simply put, our parks are 

underfunded and need to be properly financed to help give 

every resident the opportunity to safely enjoy them.   

     From my perspective, I see four options for 

properly financing our parks.  One, reduce funding for 

other county programs and redirect funds to our parks.  

Two, increase revenues via property tax increases and 

funnel the revenues to our parks.  Three, borrow money and 

let our kids worry about how to pay back.  I don't believe 

this is a viable option.  Four, or create a new source of 

revenue through more effectively utilizing existing county 

resources/assets.  Given the competing priorities of the 

County and limited availability of capital dollars, I 

believe more money needs to be allocated to other higher-

priority county programs such as economic development and 

infrastructure improvements, not less, if we're going to 

attract new business, grow our economy and create more 

jobs in the county.  It's well documented that we have a 

supply and demand problem.  We have companies that want to 

be here but don't have the pad-ready sites they're looking 

for.  We simply have a lack of 20-plus acre, shovel-ready 

real estate necessary to facilitate growth.  And county 

resources are necessary to help address this problem.   

     So I don't believe redirecting funds alone can 

work.  As a commercial real estate developer, I see 

firsthand how real estate taxes factor into a company's 

decision to relocate and/or expand within Allegheny 

County.  Every increase makes it more expensive to do 

business in Allegheny County and a less desirable place to 

own real estate.  So increasing taxes to fund parks can 

deter economic growth and should be avoided if possible.  

You know, you really can't enjoy a park if you don't have 

the economic security that affords you the leisure time to 

do so.  We have a lot of older, distressed communities 

such as my hometown of McKees Rocks that need county's 

limited resources in order to enable their revitalization.  

So when you consider the lease will not only provide $3 

million for park improvements but also a $4.7 million 

bonus payment plus another $3 million annually which can 

be leveraged to help further grow the economy and create 

jobs, and that the nonsurface lease negotiated by the 

county provides expanded environmental protection, it's 

hard to see how the costs outweigh the benefits of 

responsible drilling in Deer Lakes Park.  And so I 



respectfully request you support the initiative.  Thank 

you for your time. 
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direction; and that this transcript is a true and 

accurate record to the best of my ability. 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


