
 
In this issue... 

Vol. 1 Page 3   
Army Corps Command Change 

Ms. Smiling Eyes 
Vol. 1 Page 4 
Big Read Day  

Honoring the late Dr. Bruce W. Dixon 

Vol. 2 Pages 1-5 
Proclamations 

 

Vol. 2 Pages 5-7 
Legislative Blotter 

 

Information  
   & Events 

 
  

Important information &  
upcoming County events, 

listed in one location. 

PAGE 
8   

Vol. 2 

THE COUNCIL NEWSTHE COUNCIL NEWS  
Jan/Feb/Mar 2013 Newsletter of the Allegheny County Council 

 Conductive Education Efforts Lauded 
  
 For chil-
dren and in-
dividuals 
with motor 
disabilities 
life can be 
difficult. The 
difficulties 
are not ex-
perienced by 

the children alone, but also by their families and 
friends. To help these children and their families, or-
ganizations such as Steps to Independence work with 
families  to help these children and individuals gain 
confidence, build self-esteem, and increase their mobil-
ity, ultimately leading to a brighter future for everyone.  
 
 To honor the brave individuals affected with motor 
disabilities and the organizations  that assist them, such 
as Steps to Independence, every year we celebrate and 
recognize CE Awareness Day. Pictured above are sev-
eral families that are affected by motor disabilities, 
Steps to Independence Programs Director, Tracey 
Perry, and Councilman Finnerty as they celebrate CE 
Awareness Day at the February 19th Regular Meeting 
of Council. This Council thanks the individuals and or-
ganizations who promote awareness of conductive edu-
cation and honors those affected by motor disabilities. 

 
 

Council Welcomes New District 5             
Representative, Krista Harris 

  
 At the Tuesday, March 5, 2013 
Regular Meeting of Council, Coun-
cil had the opportunity to welcome 
a new member to their ranks, Mrs. 
Krista Harris. Councilwoman Har-
ris was selected by Council’s Re-
publican Caucus to fill the District 
5 seat left vacant upon the resigna-
tion of former Councilman Vince 
Gastgeb just two weeks prior.  
  
 Councilwoman Harris, selected 
from several applicants to fill the vacant seat, has ex-
tensive experience in politics and government, ranging 
from work on several campaigns to working as Sched-
uler and Office Manager to former Congressman Jim 
Gerlach. She is currently Fundraising Director for Cold 
Spark Media, a political consulting, advertising and 
communications firm with offices in Pittsburgh, Harris-
burg and Washington D.C. She also volunteers for her 
community through the Junior League of Pittsburgh.  
 
 With her enthusiasm and varied practical experience, 
Councilwoman Harris is sure to be a valuable member 
of this Council, protecting the interests of her constitu-
ents and working for the better of her District and Alle-
gheny County as a whole. Please join us in properly 
welcoming Councilwoman Harris to Allegheny County.  
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Council News 

District 1 - Matt Drozd  412-350-6540 
matt.drozd@alleghenycounty.us 

Aleppo, Ben Avon, Ben Avon Heights,  
Coraopolis, Emsworth, Findlay, Glenfield, Glen 

Osborne, Haysville, Kilbuck, Moon,  
North Fayette, Ross, West View 

District 2 - Jan Rea 412-350-6530 
jan.rea@alleghenycounty.us 

Bell Acres, Bradford Woods, Crescent, Edge-
worth, Franklin Park, Leet, Leetsdale, Marshall, 
McCandless, Ohio, Pine, Richland, Sewickley, 

Sewickley Heights, Sewickley Hills 

WWW.ALLEGHENYCOUNTY.US/COUNCIL 
COUNCIL@ALLEGHENYCOUNTY.US 

Main Phone: (412) 350-6490 
Fax:  (412) 350-6499 

At-Large - John P. DeFazio  
412-350-6516 

john.defazio@alleghenycounty.us 

District 4 - Mike Finnerty 412-350-6540  
michael.finnerty@alleghenycounty.us 

Avalon, Carnegie, Collier, Crafton, Heidelberg,  
Kennedy, McDonald (5th Dist,) ,McKees Rocks, 
Neville, Oakdale, Pennsbury Village, Robinson, 

Scott, South Fayette, Stowe, Thornburg 

District 5 - Krista Harris 412-350-6545  
krista.harris@alleghenycounty.us 

Bethel Park, Bridgeville, Mt. Lebanon,  
Upper St. Clair 

VP Nick Futules - District 7 412-350-6555 
nicholas.futules@allghenycounty.us 

Blawnox, Brackenridge, Cheswick, Churchill, East 
Deer, Fawn, Frazer, Harmar, Harrison,Oakmont, 

Penn Hills, Springdale Borough,  
Springdale Township, Tarentum, Verona, Wilkins 

District 9 - Bob Macey 412-350-6565 
bob.macey@alleghenycounty.us 

Dravosburg, Duquesne, Elizabeth Township, For-
ward, Glassport, Liberty, Lincoln, McKeesport, 

North Versailles, Port Vue, South Versailles,  
Versailles, West Mifflin, White Oak 

District 10 - Bill Robinson 412-350-6570  
william.robinson@alleghenycounty.us 

Forest Hills, Wilkinsburg,  
Pittsburgh Wards 3, 4, 5, 8, 11, 12, 13 

District 13 - Amanda Green Hawkins  
412-350-6585 

amanda.green@alleghenycounty.us 
Bellevue, Pittsburgh Wards 1, 2, 6, 9, 10, 17, 18,  

21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27 

District 12 - Jim Ellenbogen  412-350-6580 
 james.ellenbogen@alleghenycounty.us 

Dormont, Greentree, Ingram, Mount Oliver, 
Rosslyn Farms, Pittsburgh Wards 19, 20,  

28, 29, 30, 32 

District 6 - John Palmiere 412-350-6550  
john.palmiere@alleghenycounty.us 

Baldwin Borough, Baldwin Township,  
Brentwood, Castle Shannon, Clairton, Elizabeth 

Borough, Jefferson Hills, Pleasant Hills, South 
Park, West Elizabeth, Whitehall 

District 11 - Barbara Daly Danko - 412-350-6575 
barbara.danko@alleghenycounty.us 

Homestead, Munhall, West Homestead,  
Pittsburgh Wards 7, 14, 15, 16, 31 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

At-Large - Heather S. Heidelbaugh   
412-350-6520 

heather.heidelbaugh@alleghenycounty.us 

District 3 - Jim Burn 412-350-6535  
jim.burn@alleghenycounty.us 

Aspinwall, Etna, Fox Chapel, Hampton,  
Indiana, Millvale, O’Hara, Reserve, Shaler, 

Sharpsburg, West Deer 

President Charles Martoni - District 8   
412-350-6540 - cmartoni@alleghenycounty.us 

Braddock, Braddock Hills, Chalfant, E. McKeesport, 
E. Pittsburgh, Edgewood, Monroeville, N. Braddock, 

Pitcairn, Plum, Rankin, Swissvale, Trafford, Turtle 
Creek, Wall, Whitaker, Wilmerding 
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 Monday, March 4th,  2013, marked the grand open-
ing of Life Span’s Mon Valley at Olympia Community 
Resource Center  at the Olympia Shopping Center in  
Versailles. Pictured above, Councilman Bob Macey 
celebrates the occasion with Mary, Bertha and Helen 
Szala.  

Army Corps of Engineers Welcomes New    
District Commander 

 Friday, January 11, 2013, marked the end of an era for 
one Army Corps of Engineers Colonel and marked the be-
ginning of a new chapter for another. 
  
 At a combined ceremony, held at the Senator John 
Heinz History Center, Colonel William H. Graham’s ten-
ure as Commander of the Pittsburgh District came to a 
close. In front of elected officials, including our own 
Councilman Mike Finnerty, scores of military personnel, 
friends and family, Colonel Graham was honored for his 
service and his accomplishments as District Commander. 
From here, Colonel Graham will begin his next detail as 
Engineering Director for the NATO Training Mission in 
Afghanistan.  
 
 Following Colonel Graham’s goodbye reception, the 
Army Corps, Pittsburgh District, prepared to welcome 
their new Commander, Colonel Bernard Lindstrom  
through the time honored tradition of accepting the com-
mand flag, signifying his acceptance of authority and re-
sponsibility over his new unit. Colonel Lindstrom, a Mon-
roeville native, comes to the Pittsburgh District fresh off 
an assignment as Executive Director in the Directorate of 
Civil Works at U.S. Army Corps of Engineers headquar-
ters in Washington D.C. 
 
 This Council genuinely appreciates and thanks  former 
Commander Graham for his service and his achievements 
as Pittsburgh District Commander and wishes the best of 
luck to the new Commander, Colonel Lindstrom.  

 
New Shopping Center Opens in Versailles 

2013 Ms. Irish Smiling Eyes Queen Crowned 

 On Friday,  March 15, the 2013  Ms. Smiling Irish 
Eyes was crowned in a ceremony that, in Allegheny 
County, dates back to the 1960’s.  
 
 This years’ Ms. Smiling Irish Eyes, Ms. Maggie 
Marie Donaldson, along with her court maidens,  Shea 
Shovlin and Erin Marie McMahon, were selected for 
their academic achievements, their volunteer experi-
ences, and their ability to promote their Irish pride and 
to promote and represent the Irish community of Pitts-
burgh. 
  
 A proclamation honoring the Queen and her court, 
proudly sponsored by Councilman Jim Burn, was read 
into the official record of Council at their Regular 
Meeting, held on April 2, 2013.  
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Council Declares February 28, 2013 as Big 

Read Day in Allegheny County 
Council Honors the Life and Memory of   

Dr. Bruce W. Dixon 

 The Community College of Allegheny County 
(CCAC) is one of 78 organizations nationwide to 
receive a grant as part of The Big Read project of 
the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). The 
grant will support CCAC’s third community part-
nership focusing on the discussion of a novel and 
its themes.  

 The Big Read is designed to restore reading to 
the center of American culture by asking commu-
nities to come together to read and discuss one 
book. CCAC is fortunate to have many commit-
ted non-profit partners; among them are the Au-
gust Wilson Center for African American Cul-
ture, the Kelly Strayhorn Theatre, the Shuman 
Juvenile Detention Center, the State Correctional 
Institution (SCI) of Pittsburgh, the Western Penn-
sylvania School for the Deaf and Renewal, Inc. 
Also included among these are many local 
schools and libraries.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 The 2013 Big Read is Carson McCuller’s 
novel, The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter. Courtney 
George, PhD, the Director of The Carson 
McCullers Center for Writers and Musicians, 
gave the keynote address at this year’s kickoff 
event at the August Wilson Center of African 
American Culture.  

 Council declared February 28, 2013 as “Big 
Read Day” in Allegheny County and commended 
CCAC and all of their supporters and contribu-
tors for helping to make The Big Read project a 
success.  

 
 On March 5, 2013, Council 
expressed its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Dr. Bruce 
W. Dixon, age 74, who passed 
away on Wednesday, February 
20, 2013.  Dr. Dixon was the 
longest serving director of the 
Allegheny County Health Depart-
ment. He had served in the post 
for 20 years.  
 
 A Forest Hills native, he graduated from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh in 1960 with a degree in chemistry. 
After his studies at Pitt’s medical school were interrupted 
by a two-year stint in the Air Force, he graduated in 
1965. After a residency, internship and faculty position 
at Duke Medical School in North Carolina, he returned 
to Pitt to teach in 1975. He became a consultant to the 
health department in 1979 and in 1992, he was hired as 
the county’s top health official. In addition to his time at 
the Allegheny County Health Department, Dr. Dixon had 
been CEO and chairman of Allegheny Correctional 
Health Services Inc. 

 Dr. Dixon was revered by students he taught at the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical School and local doc-
tors for his intelligence, down-to-earth demeanor, humil-
ity and dedication to the profession. Dr. Dixon’s style, 
crew cut hair, wire-rimmed glasses, black pants, trade-
mark skinny tie, monogrammed “BWD” shirts and Hush 
Puppy shoes, made him a legend in medical education 
for generations of medical students and clinicians who 
were influenced by him and who still practice today.  
 
 Dr. Dixon was loved for his medical ministry to the 
poor and disenfranchised, and although he was nationally 
recognized as a public health expert, he was completely 
unpretentious.  
  
 Councilman Drozd said, “Dr. Dixon was a public ser-
vant of the highest order and we will always be grateful 
for his impact on this community and its citizens. Pitts-
burgh and the medical community are all better places 
because of Bruce and he will be sorely missed.”  
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