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Kane Regional Centers Celebrate the 80th Anniversary of Cantaloupe Sunday 
 
 
PITTSBURGH – This year, the John J. Kane Regional Centers and Unity Baptist Church are 
celebrating the 80th anniversary of Cantaloupe Sunday.  An anniversary celebration will be held on 
Sunday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m. at Unity Baptist Church, located at 420 Fifth Street, Braddock.  The 
annual Cantaloupe Sunday celebration will take place on August 16 at each of the four Kane Regional 
Centers in Glen Hazel, McKeesport, Ross and Scott Township.    
 
“Cantaloupe Sunday is an event that the residents of our Kane Regional Centers look forward to every 
year,” said County Executive Rich Fitzgerald. “Carrying on in the footsteps of her father, Dorothy Lee 
and the congregation of Unity Baptist Church have been an integral part of life at Kane and we are 
thankful for their generosity and kindness.” 
 
In August 1935, Deacon James Underwood of the Bethel Baptist Church in Braddock took a 
cantaloupe with him to Woodville State Hospital when he visited a friend who was a patient there. The 
fruit was shared with the patient’s roommate and everyone else there, so the next time the Deacon 
visited, he took enough for everyone. The church quickly adopted the idea of taking cantaloupe to the 
patients and Cantaloupe Sunday was born.  
 
While the location has changed (from Woodville to Mayview State Hospital, to Kane Hospital and now 
the Kane Regional Centers), as has the name of the church (it has since become Unity Baptist 
Church), the tradition remains the same 80 years later. Deacon James Underwood’s daughter, Dorothy 
Lee, still plays an integral part in the planning and execution of the event. She has been the 
chairperson for 28 years and receives help from her children, grandchildren, and volunteers. 
 
Unity Baptist Church funds and organizes the entire event. Volunteers from the church will provide 
cantaloupe to nearly 1,500 Kane residents, families, friends, visitors and staff.  
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