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The Regular Meeting and Public Hearing of the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County 

was held on Friday, February 19, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. in the Board Room, 9th Floor, One Chatham 

Center, 112 Washington Place, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219. 

 

Board Members present were: William Brooks, Senator Wayne Fontana, Herky Pollock, Donald 

Smith, and Doris Carson Williams.   

 

Also present were: Bill Merchant, Authority Solicitor; Robert Hurley, Executive Director; Pat 

Earley, Deputy Director; Samuel Bozzolla, Project Manager; Angie Hicks, Project Manager; 

Adrienne Frazier, Administrative Assistant; Beth O’Donnell, Marketing Coordinator; Tom 

McGrath, Fiscal Manager; Anita Truss, Senior Accountant; Nathan Wetzel, Assistant Manager;  

Erin Deasy, Manager; Carl Lukitsch, Project Manager; Bud Schubel, Manager; Julie Collins, 

Project Manager; Jennifer Huber, Accountant; Connie Popescu, Accountant; Rachel Virgin, 

Accountant; Gloria Redlinger, Contract Administrator; 

 

Others present were: Linda Wilson-Fuoco, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.   

 

 

  I. ROLL CALL 

 

 The meeting was called to order, roll was called, and a quorum was present.  

 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES—JANUARY 15, 2016  
 

ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. SMITH AND SECONDED BY MS. WILLIAMS 

THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING WERE APPROVED AS PRESENTED.    

 

III.  RATIFICATION OF BILLS  

 

Ms. Williams reviewed the Ratification of Bills Payable for the month of January 2016 and 

found them to be in good and proper order.  
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ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. SMITH AND SECONDED BY SENATOR FONTANA, 

THE RATIFICATION OF THE BILLS WERE APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   

 

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were no public comments.   

 

  

 V. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. ALLEGHENY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE & TOURISM FUND (CITF)–HILL HOUSE ASSOCIATION 

FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 

Request authorization to:  (i) amend the scope of services included in the original 

contract; and (ii) allow the Director to execute all necessary documents with 

Solicitor approval. 

 

The original $200,000 grant was approved in May 2015.  Hill House Association 

is now requesting to change the scope of services included in the original contract.  

The funds in the Agreement scope were to pay for improvements to Hill House 

Association’s Kaufmann Center.  The Hill House Association is requesting to use 

a portion of the Agreement funds to pay for improvements to two other properties 

it owns, the Heldman Plaza and One Hope Square.     

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY MS. WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY DR. SMITH, 

THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   

 

B. ALLEGHENY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE & TOURISM FUND (CITF)–STEEL RIVERS COUNCIL OF 

GOVERNMENTS ASSIGNMENT OF GRANT CONTRACTS 

 

Request authorization to: (i) assign various CITF Grant contracts previously 

awarded to the Twin Rivers Council of Governments and the Steel Valley Council 

of Governments to the Steel Rivers Council of Governments; and (ii) allow the 

Director to execute the necessary documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

On June 4, 2015 by a Merger Agreement the Twin Rivers Council of Governments 

(TRCOG) and the Steel Valley Council of Governments (SVCOG) merged into the 

Steel Rivers Council of Governments (SRCOG).  Under the agreement, the 

SRCOG assumed all CITF grant contracts from the TRCOG and the SVCOG. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. SMITH AND SECONDED BY MS. 

WILLIAMS, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.    
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VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A.        CRANMER CONSULTANTS-AGREEMENT 

 

Request authorization to:   (i) enter into a one (1) year agreement with Cranmer 

Consultants effective from January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016; and (ii) allow 

the Director to execute all the necessary documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. SMITH AND SECONDED BY MR. POLLOCK, 

THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   

 

B. ALLEGHENY VACANT PROPERTY RECOVERY PROGRAM (AVPRP)– 

CERTIFICATES OF COMPLETION 

 

Request authorization to:  (i) approve Certificates of Completion for Block and Lot 

No. 237-D-338, 237-D-339, 237-D-340, and 237-D-341 in Braddock and Block 

and Lot No. 130-P-267 in Homestead; and (ii) allow the Director to execute the 

necessary documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

Executed deeds for said property were delivered to the buyers who have completed 

the improvements as required under the Conditional Agreement of Sale of the 

property. 

 

Block and Lot No. 130-P-267 includes the parcels formerly identified separately as 

Block and Lot No. 130-P-268, 130-P-273, and 130-P-277. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY MR. POLLOCK AND SECONDED BY MS. 

WILLIAMS, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.     

 

C. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) YEAR 39 PRE-

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES-ENGINEERING CONSULTANT SERVICES 

(DEMOLITION) RFP 

 

Request authorization to: (i) issue a request for proposals for engineering 

consultants to provide demolition specification services and oversight related to 

demolition activities in the Borough of Etna; (ii) enter into contract with the 

selected consultant(s); and (iii) allow the Director to execute all the necessary 

documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

Request proposals for engineering consultants to write demolition specifications 

and provide oversight of the demolition activity under the CDBG 39 

predevelopment project. The two structures are RAAC owned and located at 33 and 

37 Locust Street, Etna, PA 15223.  

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY MS. WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY DR. SMITH, 

THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   
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D. ALLEGHENY VACANT PROPERTY RECOVERY PROGRAM (AVPRP)–2016 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY GENERAL FUND-GRANT  

 

Request authorization to:  (i) accept a grant in the amount of $300,000 from the 

2016 Allegheny County Operating Budget for the Allegheny Vacant Property 

Recovery Program (AVPRP); (ii) enter into an Agreement with Allegheny County 

to administer and operate the Allegheny Vacant Property Recovery Program with 

the funding awarded; and (iii) allow the Director to execute the necessary 

documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY DR. 

SMITH, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED. 

 

E. ALLEGHENY VACANT PROPERTY RECOVERY PROGRAM (AVPRP) 

 

Request authorization to:  (i) approve various resolutions related to the Allegheny 

Vacant Property Recovery Program for properties located in the municipalities of 

Liberty, Mount Oliver, Neville, North Braddock, West Deer, West Mifflin, 

Wilkins, and Wilkinsburg; and (ii) allow the Director to execute the necessary 

documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

Resolution 1-Authorization for the Authority to act as the Planning Commission 

of Allegheny County, pursuant to the Urban Redevelopment Law of 

Pennsylvania, (a) Certifying that each property listed in the attachment is 

blighted, and (b) Approving that the acquisition and disposition and subsequent 

disposition would be in accord with the comprehensive plan of the 

Borough/Municipality. 

 Resolution 2-Authorization for the condemnation by eminent domain of each 

property listed in the attachment. 

 Resolution 3-Authorization for the execution of contract of sale and delivery of a 

deed for each property listed in the attachment. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY MS. WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY DR. SMITH, 

THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED. 

 

D. ALLEGHENY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE & TOURISM FUND (CITF)–AGENCY AGREEMENT WITH 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF FY 15-16 FUNDS (YEAR 9 

FUNDS) 

 

Request authorization to: (i) enter into an Agency Agreement with Allegheny 

County to receive and administer the FY 15-16 annual disbursement of funds from 

the Pennsylvania Gaming Economic Development & Tourism Fund; (ii) accept the 

Year 9 Funds from the County; (iii) act as agent for the County administering the 

Year 9 Funds in accordance with the CITF Program Guidelines; (iv); establish 

monetary accounts for these purposes; and (v) allow the Director to execute any 

necessary documents with Solicitor approval.   
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On an annual basis, RAAC must enter into an agency agreement with Allegheny 

County in order to receive funds allocated to Allegheny County from the 

Pennsylvania Gaming Economic Development & Tourism Fund.  These funds are 

to be disbursed and used in accordance with the Allegheny County Economic 

Development, Community Infrastructure & Tourism Fund program guidelines.  

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. SMITH AND SECONDED BY MS. 

WILLIAMS, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.    

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO TRANSACT, ON A MOTION MADE BY DR. 

SMITH AND SECONDED BY SENATOR FONTANA, THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF ALLEGHENY 

COUNTY WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.    

 

   

 

Jack Exler 
Jack Exler, Sr. Deputy Director 


