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The Regular Meeting and Public Hearing of the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County 

was held on Friday, March 20, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. in the Board Room, 9
th

 Floor, One Chatham 

Center, 112 Washington Place, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219. 

 

Board Members present were: William Brooks, Senator Wayne Fontana, and Doris Carson-

Williams. 

 

Also present were: William Merchant, Authority Solicitor; Robert Hurley, Director; Jack Exler, 

Sr. Deputy Director; Pat Earley, Deputy Director; Samuel Bozzolla, Project Manager; Angie 

Hicks, Project Manager; Adrienne Frazier, Administrative Assistant; Tom McGrath, Fiscal 

Manager; Anita Truss, Senior Accountant; Beth O’Donnell, Marketing Coordinator; Rachel 

Miller, Accountant; Erin Deasy, Project Manager; Julie Collins, Project Manager: Dan Tobin, 

Project Manager; Cassa Collinge, Manager; Chris Goswick, Planner; Maurice Strul, Assistant 

Director; and Gloria Redlinger, Contract Administrator.  

 

Others present were: Jan Lauer, Allegheny County Conservation.  

 

 

  I. ROLL CALL 

 

 The meeting was called to order, roll was called, and a quorum was present.  

 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES—FEBRUARY 20, 2015  
 

ON A MOTION MADE BY MS. WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY SENATOR 

FONTANA, THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING WERE APPROVED AS 

PRESENTED.  

 

 

 

  

  

RREEDDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  AAUUTTHHOORRIITTYY  OOFF  AALLLLEEGGHHEENNYY  CCOOUUNNTTYY  

MMIINNUUTTEESS  OOFF  TTHHEE  BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS  

RREEGGUULLAARR  MMEEEETTIINNGG  AANNDD  PPUUBBLLIICC  HHEEAARRIINNGG  

OONNEE  CCHHAATTHHAAMM  CCEENNTTEERR  

BBOOAARRDD  RROOOOMM,,  99TTHH  FFLLOOOORR    

111122  WWAASSHHIINNGGTTOONN  PPLLAACCEE,,  PPIITTTTSSBBUURRGGHH,,  PPEENNNNSSYYLLVVAANNIIAA  

MMaarrcchh  2200,,  22001155——1100::3300  aa..mm.. 
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III. RATIFICATION OF BILLS 

 

Ms. Williams reviewed the Ratification of Bills Payable for the month of February 2015 

and found them to be in good and proper order.  

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY MR. 

BROOKS, THE RATIFICATION OF THE BILLS WERE APPROVED AS 

PRESENTED.  

   

   

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were no public comments.   

 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. ALLEGHENY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GAMING ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT FUND (GEDF)-GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION AMENDMENT 

 

Request authorization to: (i) amend the GEDF guidelines and application to 

remove extraneous and redundant items as well as to update the procurement 

guidelines; and (ii) allow the Director to sign the necessary documents with 

Solicitor approval.    

 

This request is in furtherance of the Authority’s continuing review process of all 

items associated with the application, award and execution of grants and loans 

through the GEDF program.   

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY MS. 

WILLIAMS, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   

 

B. ALLEGHENY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE & TOURISM FUND (CITF)–TURTLE CREEK RAIL CORRIDOR-

MUNICIPALITY OF MONROEVILLE-SCOPE OF WORK CHANGE 

 

 Request authorization to:  (i) change the scope of work from acquisition of the 

railroad corridor to site preparation for the trail; and (ii) allow the Director to 

execute the necessary documents with Solicitor approval.  

 

The project was approved by the RAAC Board on June 20, 2014 for $130,000.  

The proposed 9.5 mile trail is a regional project, of which most lies in 

Westmoreland County.  Monroeville’s portion is 1.3 miles. The budget will 

include costs for engineering, design, and materials for site preparation. 
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ON A MOTION MADE BY MS. WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY 

SENATOR FONTANA, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS 

PRESENTED.   

 

C. ALLEGHENY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE & TOURISM FUND (CITF)–BENEDUM CENTER PROJECT-

SCOPE OF SERVICES AMENDMENT 

 

Request Authorization to:  (i) amend the scope of services for a project with the 

Pittsburgh Trust for Cultural Resources/Pittsburgh Cultural Trust Benedum 

Center; and (ii) allow the Director to execute the necessary documents with 

Solicitor approval.  

 

The original award was approved on May 16, 2014 in an amount not to exceed 

$225,000. The Applicant's original project was a sky bridge/pedestrian walkway 

that will link the Benedum Center’s front of house/lobby spaces to the mezzanine 

level of the Clark Building.   

 

The proposed new project will include restoration and technology upgrades to the 

Benedum Center’s Marquees located on Seventh Street and Penn Avenue. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY MS. 

WILLIAMS, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   

 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. ALLEGHENY COUNTY AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

(ACALPP)–TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT & TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

 

 Request authorization to:  (i) terminate an agreement with Allegheny County 

Economic Development (ACED) regarding the administration of the Allegheny 

County Agricultural Land Preservation Program; (ii) transfer the remaining 

Special Projects revolving fund balance to the Allegheny County Conservation 

District; and (iii) allow the Director to execute the necessary documents with 

Solicitor approval. 

 

 The Special Projects fund balance was originally capitalized with a $10,000 grant 

from the Industrial Development Authority of Allegheny County and a $15,000 

loan from the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation.  Program 

administration for the ACALPP is being transferred from ACED to the Allegheny 

County Conservation District.   The RAAC revolving fund is used to pay for 

upfront costs for farm easement purchases, such as appraisals, surveys, and title 

work.  The costs are reimbursed by the State at the time of closing.  
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ON A MOTION MADE BY MS. WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY 

SENATOR FONTANA, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS 

PRESENTED.   

 

B. ALLEGHENY HOME IMPROVEMENT LOAN PROGRAM (AHILP)-REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSALS 

 

Request authorization to:  (i) solicit proposals from three (3) firms, including one 

MWDBE/VOSB, for the inspections work associated with the Allegheny Home 

Improvement Loan Program and other RAAC-initiatives due to a staff vacancy; 

and (ii) allow the Director to execute the necessary documents with Solicitor 

approval. 

 

Due to a staff vacancy, the AHILP no longer has a certified inspector to complete 

inspections necessary for the program. It is necessary to hire a third party firm to 

temporarily fill this position. The total cost will not exceed $30,000.  

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY MS. 

WILLIAMS, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   

 

C. GROWTH THROUGH ENERGY & COMMUNITY HEALTH (GTECH)-REVOCABLE 

LICENSE AGREEMENT 

 

Request authorization to:  (i) enter into a Revocable License Agreement with 

GTECH (Growth Through Energy and Community Health) Strategies for an event 

on April 25, 2015; (ii) allow GTECH access to RAAC owned property for 

activities relating to a community day GTECH will be hosting in Homestead; and 

(iii) allow the Director to execute the necessary documents with Solicitor 

approval. 

 

GTECH will be hosting an “Earth Day on the Avenues” on April 25, 2015 in the 

Borough of Homestead. It will be a one day event that will bring together 

Homestead residents and businesses along the commercial corridor of 8
th

 Avenue 

for a day of service and celebration. Activities for the day will include cleaning of 

the green spaces along the corridor as well as events and programming that will 

celebrate local businesses. 

 

RAAC owned parcel 130-K-243 will be used to help manage and coordinate 

volunteer efforts along 8
th

 Avenue on the day of the event. GTECH plans to set up 

a few tables and tents on the site that will be taken down at the conclusion of the 

event.  

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY MS. 

WILLIAMS, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   
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D. ALLEGHENY VACANT PROPERTY RECOVERY PROGRAM (AVPRP)– 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 

 

Request authorization to:  (i) approve a Certificate of Completion for six 

properties in the Borough of Wilkinsburg, which were transferred through the 

Allegheny Vacant Property Recovery Program; and (ii) allow the Director to 

execute the necessary documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

Block and Lot No. Address 

232-N-132 1010 Center St. 

232-N-145 820 Wallace Ave. 

232-N-146 818 Wallace Ave. 

232-N-149 822 Wallace Ave. 

232-N-150 824 Wallace Ave. 

233-A-35 1012 Mill St. 

 

Executed deed for said properties was delivered to the buyer who has completed 

the improvements as required under the Conditional Agreement of Sale of the 

properties. 

  

ON A MOTION MADE BY MS. WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY 

SENATOR FONTANA, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS 

PRESENTED.   

 

E. ALLEGHENY VACANT PROPERTY RECOVERY PROGRAM (AVPRP) 

 

Request authorization to:  (i) approve various resolutions related to the Allegheny 

Vacant Property Recovery Program for properties located in the municipalities of 

Baldwin, Carnegie, Coraopolis, McKees Rocks, Munhall, North Braddock, 

Stowe, West Deer, and Wilkinsburg; and (ii) allow the Director to execute the 

necessary documents with Solicitor approval. 

 

Resolution 1-Authorization for the Authority to act as the Planning Commission 

of Allegheny County, pursuant to the Urban Redevelopment Law of 

Pennsylvania, (a) Certifying that each property listed in the attachment is 

blighted, and (b) Approving that the acquisition and disposition and subsequent 

disposition would be in accord with the comprehensive plan of the 

Borough/Municipality. 

Resolution 2-Authorization for the condemnation by eminent domain of each 

property listed in the attachment. 

Resolution 3-Authorization for the execution of contract of sale and delivery of a 

deed for each property listed in the attachment. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY SENATOR FONTANA AND SECONDED BY MS. 

WILLIAMS, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED.   
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F. ALLEGHENY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE & TOURISM FUND (CITF)–AGENCY AGREEMENT WITH 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF FY 14-15 FUNDS (YEAR 8 

FUNDS) 

 

Request authorization to: (i) enter into an Agency Agreement with Allegheny 

County to receive and administer the FY 14-15 annual disbursement of funds 

from the Pennsylvania Gaming Economic Development & Tourism Fund; (ii) 

accept the Year 8 Funds from the County; (iii) act as agent for the County 

administering the Year 8 Funds in accordance with the CITF Program Guidelines; 

(iv); establish monetary accounts for these purposes; and (v) allow the Director to 

execute any necessary documents with Solicitor approval.   

 

On an annual basis, RAAC must enter into an agency agreement with Allegheny 

County in order to receive funds allocated to Allegheny County from the 

Pennsylvania Gaming Economic Development & Tourism Fund.  These funds are 

to be disbursed and used in accordance with the Allegheny County Economic 

Development, Community Infrastructure & Tourism Fund program guidelines. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE BY MS. WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY 

SENATOR FONTANA, THE ABOVE REQUEST WAS APPROVED AS 

PRESENTED.   

 

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 

The board volunteered Mr. Pollock and Dr. Smith to participate on the Audit Committee.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO TRANSACT, ON A MOTION MADE BY 

MS. WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY SENATOR FONTANA, THE ADJOURNMENT OF 

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF ALLEGHENY 

COUNTY WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  

 

   

  

 ____________________________ 

Jack Exler, Sr. Deputy Director 


