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In 2008, the Department began receiving 

$6,600,000 per year in funding for the Community 

Infrastructure and Tourism Fund (CITF).  In 2011, 

the Department started receiving roughly 

$3,400,000 per year in funding for the Gaming 

and Economic Development Fund (GEDF).  Both 

funding allocations come from the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania and are administered through the 

Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County.   

Both programs have been very successful in pro-

viding needed financial assistance for various 

important projects located within Allegheny 

County. 

The CITF program is used to fund construction, 

development, improvement, and maintenance of 

infrastructure projects.  CITF provides grants and 

loans to municipalities, authorities, and councils 

of governments, and loans to for-profit businesses 

to carry out important infrastructure related pro-

jects.  In addition, funds are also provided for the 

acquisition and development of key future sites.  

Since 2008, the Department has received and 

reviewed 1,112 proposals requesting $213 mil-

lion in funding to support $1.3 billion in total pro-

jects costs.  237 proposals have been awarded 

with funding totaling $37.1 million.  Overall, CITF 

funds supported $313 million in total project costs 

in Allegheny County.  This shows a tremendous 

amount of leverage provided by the CITF program. 

The GEDF program is intended to provide financial 

assistance to entities to facilitate economic devel-

opment projects.  Like CITF, GEDF provides grants 

and loans to municipalities, authorities, and coun-

cils of governments, and loans to for-profit busi-

nesses to carry out these critical economic devel-
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opment projects.  Projects seeking funding 

assistance through GEDF must have a project 

budget of at least $500,000.  Since 2011, 

GEDF has received 150 proposals requesting 

$213 million in funding to support $803 mil-

lion in total project costs.  31 proposals have 

been awarded with funding totaling $12.2 

million.  This funding has supported $258 

million in total project costs in Allegheny 

County.  This program also leveraged a large 

amount of non-public funding. 

Both CITF and GEDF have yearly application 

and funding cycles with clear program guide-

lines.  Typical projects funded through the 

programs are demolition, renovation, expan-

sion, and rehabilitation.  In addition, funding 

for facility improvements; acquisition; equip-

ment purchases; site preparation; and plan 

development are also frequently requested. 

The Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) program, which is allocated on an an-

nual basis by the US Department of Housing 

and Urban Development, has been steadily 

declining each year since 2000.  CDBG fund-

ing in 2014 alone has shown a loss of more 

than $7 million.  Fortunately, with the addition 

of the CITF and GEDF programs we are able to 

provide needed capital to important projects 

located within Allegheny County. 

We look forward to continued success with the 

CITF and GEDF programs. 

 

   -Dennis M. Davin 

   Director 
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At the March 25, 2014 Board of Director’s meeting, The Au-

thority For Improvements in Municipalities approved the issu-

ance of $7,000,000 in tax-exempt revenue notes to the Blind 

& Vision Rehabilitation Services of Pittsburgh (BVRS), to as-

sist with the acquisition and rehabilitation of a building lo-

cated in the City of Pittsburgh.   

In 1997, the Pittsburgh Blind Association merged with the 

Greater Pittsburgh Guild for the Blind to form the Blind & Vi-

sion Rehabilitation Services of Pittsburgh. 

BVRS, which is a private, non-profit, United Way agency, is 

heralded by experts in the vision field as one of the top reha-

bilitation centers in the United States.  The Center’s out-

standing programs have drawn people from around the na-

tion and some foreign countries. 

 

BVRS has empowered people who are blind, deaf and blind 

or vision impaired to become independent.  Its mission is to 

change the lives of persons with vision loss and other dis-

abilities by fostering independence and individual choice.  

The Comprehensive Vision Rehabilitation Center offers cus-

tom and individualized programs that are designed to accom-

plish each client’s goals. 

Presently, BVRS has two locations in Homestead and the 

Northside.  These two locations will be consolidated into one 

with the new location being at 1819 Boulevard of the Allies. 

 The $7,000,000 tax-exempt revenue notes will assist with 

the acquisition and renovation of the Boulevard of the Allies 

building.  The renovations will consist of: administrative of-

fices, vocational school, limited assembly facility, and a medi-

cal office clinic.  Furthermore, the new location will also be 

more accessible via public transportation. 

By using tax-exempt financing, BVRS will realize a savings of 

over $300,000.  The renovations are expected to be com-

pleted by July 2015. 

    -Sam Bozzolla 

    Authorities Division 

NEWBURY DEVELOPMENT GETS GEDF ASSISTANCE 

Allegheny County Economic Development (ACED) is helping to 

bring an exciting new mixed-use community to South Fayette 

Township. The Newbury development includes a 1,000,000+ 

square feet, mixed-use, commercial retail development called 

Newbury Market, a new residential neighborhood with about 

200 for-sale homes and a multi-family apartment community 

with roughly 250 dwelling units. This brownfield redevelop-

ment project is on the former Koppers Chemical plant site and 

required a major environmental clean-up prior to undertaking 

the development. Through ACED, a Gaming Economic Develop-

ment Fund (GEDF) grant will help fund improvements to an I-

79 exit ramp and to State Route 50 for the 301-acre site. 

Newbury Market will include a pedestrian-friendly main street 

with a mix of shops, restaurants, outdoor plazas, a hotel, gro-

cery store, office space, several banks, big box retail anchors, 

and medium box retail tenants.  The market will create a 

mixed-use, main street destination that will be a focal point for 

South Fayette Township and the region as a whole, creating a 

new destination for the South Hills of Pittsburgh. 

 

   -Dane Yancic 

   Special Projects & Finance Division 
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Development Division 
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Human Services Division 
 

Fred Ralston, Jr…. 

Municipal Division 
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Heather Schultz… 
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******************************************* 

Anyone who would like to submit an 

article for the next newsletter 

please email it to Shannon by    

September 12, 2014: 

shannon.dansak@alleghenycounty.us 

The Save Your Home Program was begun to address the cri-

sis of home foreclosure after the collapse of the national 

housing market in 2009.  

The dramatic increase of delinquent mortgages and foreclo-

sures across the country was substantial.  In Allegheny 

County a few of our own Judges noticed the need for under-

standing mortgage foreclosure procedures and decided to 

take action. 

On January 12, 2009 Judge Joseph James initiated an Ad-

ministrative Order in cooperation with Sheriff Mullen’s Office 

to provide “a single unified process for the amicable resolu-

tion of mortgage foreclosure proceedings.”  Working with the 

ACED Human Services Division (which schedules appointments with counseling agencies), 

the process includes court intervention, counseling, and conciliation. 

According to Judge James, “The courts are providing the opportunity and it’s up to the clients 

to make the effort to right the ship.” 

Since inception, the Save Your Home Program has helped over 2,000 clients remain in their 

homes and stabilize neighborhoods. 

Now Judge James, a Senior Judge 

with different judicial responsibilities, 

is passing the torch to Judge Michael 

McCarthy, one of the original partici-

pating judges in the SYH Program. His 

areas of practice include: criminal, 

real property, estate administration, 

and corporate law.  

His first round of conciliations was 

presented in June 2014, Judge 

McCarthy eagerly resumed participa-

tion in this rewarding program. He 

has been hands on in setting up meet 

and greets with the program coordinators, as well as, the mortgage foreclosure specialists 

who provide counseling.  Judge McCarthy feels that “to help clients get out of a ten foot deep 

hole, I am more than willing to provide clients with eight feet of rope.  They’re just going to 

have to reach the final distance in order to get themselves out of the hole.” 

Being two judges who are obviously very passionate about this program, they are also on the 

same page as to what this program is really about helping people save their homes. With 

that being said, the switch from Judge James to Judge McCarthy will be an easy transition. 

      -Beverly Damron 

      Human Services Division 

SAVE YOUR HOME PROGRAM: PASSING THE TORCH 
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Judge Joseph James 

Judge Michael McCarthy 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/2007/08/24/Book-recommendations-from-prominent-Pittsburghers/stories/200708240265&sa=U&ei=F7OQU8yLKcKSyASp1ILoAw&ved=0CCIQ9QEwAA&sig2=74X82rPHPvpQ3qZ_OO3a_w&usg=AFQjCNE-R3EQVp4Ahhc5qNsyCOJjYLtPfQ
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SOUTH ALLEGHENY COMMUNITY FITNESS, WELLNESS AND LEARNING CENTER 

South Allegheny School District received a Community Infrastructure Tourism Fund Grant 

(CITF) in the amount of $150,000 toward the construction of the South Allegheny Commu-

nity Fitness, Wellness and Learning Center.  This 3,000 square foot addition to the South 

Allegheny High School gym is located in Liberty Borough.  The Fitness, Wellness and Learn-

ing Center will be open to the students and residents of the communities within the South 

Allegheny School Districts, which includes the Boroughs of Glassport, Liberty, Lincoln and 

Port Vue.  The center was created as a way for the South Allegheny School District to ex-

pand its ability to offer students and community members and programs focusing on emo-

tional health, wellness, and career development. 

 The mission of this center is to provide tools and resources to live healthy with state of the art fitness equipment complete with 

locker room and restrooms facilities.  The center is the home to a virtual fitness instructor system, which was funded by a grant from 

Highmark.  This system, which is the only one of this kind located in a school district in the state, allows participants to choose a vari-

ety of fitness classes.  At the push of a button, an instructor appears on the screen ready to conduct a class for an individual or a 

whole class. 

Future plans for the center include online access to regional resources, including 

career development.  The students and residents will have access to individuals 

trained by the PA Careerlinks to assist in finding employment opportunities.  

 

On June 12, 2014, a ribbon-cutting ceremony took place with members from the 

school district, state, local, and county officials present.  All in attendance were 

treated to healthy snacks and a chance to tour the new facility. 

         

      -Rob Frank  

      Development Division 

  

The LifeSolutions Program is offered through the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center to all Allegheny County employees 

and their household family members.  LifeSolutions is a free, confidential service to assist individuals, address concerns and 

resolve work-related OR personal problems. 

There are 3 easy ways to access this confidential service: 

1. Login to the secure portal on the  LifeSolutions website and enter our Company Code code to login. 

2. Call the 24/7 toll-free number at 1-800-647-3327. 

3. Send an email to ask@lifesolutionsforyou.com. 

Ribbon-cutting attendees included: County Councilman Bob 

Macey, State Senator Jim Brewster, South Allegheny School 

District Superintendent Wayne Gdovic, South Allegheny 

School  Board Member Dino DiFelice, Robert Frank, Project 

Manager, ACED, and South Allegheny School District Solicitor 

George Gobel. 

http://www.lifesolutionsforyou.com/
mailto:ask@lifesolutionsforyou.com
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2014 SIDE YARD AND  

BLIGHTED STRUCTURE PROGRAM 

Allegheny County recently introduced the 2014 Side Yard 

and Blighted Structure Program, a limited-time opportunity 

for applicants to acquire vacant, tax delinquent properties 

for side yards to their primary residence or remediate 

blighted structures at a discounted rate.  This program is 

available in twenty-eight municipalities, including: Braddock 

Hills, Carnegie, Collier, Coraopolis, Dravosburg, Etna, For-

ward, Glassport, Green Tree, Harrison, Heidelberg, Liberty, 

McCandless, Moon, Munhall, North Fayette, North Ver-

sailles, O’Hara, Oakdale, Penn Hills, Plum, Ross, Scott, Tur-

tle Creek, West Homestead, West Mifflin, Whitaker, and Wil-

kins.  

Applications must be postmarked no later than August 30, 

2014 and only five applications per municipality will be ac-

cepted.  Applicants must be up to date on all taxes, water, 

sewage, and refuse bills on all properties owned in Alle-

gheny County and cannot have outstanding code violations 

or municipal liens on their properties.  The submitted appli-

cation must also contain all required supporting documenta-

tion.  

The county offered a similar program in 2013, and accepted 

over 30 applications for side yards and beautification pro-

jects.  “Over the past five years, the Vacant Property Recov-

ery Program has played an integral part in revitalizing and 

redeveloping our neighborhoods by working with applicants 

to convey vacant, blighted properties for use as side yards; 

to develop affordable housing; and for other uses such as 

parks, green space, and commercial and residential prop-

erty,” said County Executive Rich Fitzgerald.  “We are proud 

that the program was recognized this year as a recipient of 

the 2014 Governor’s Award for Excellence and are thrilled to 

be able to provide the Side Yard program for a second year.” 

While this special program is operating for a limited-time 

only, the standard Vacant Property Recovery Program oper-

ates year-round in all 44 participating municipalities and 

features ongoing acquisition cost assistance in 16 munici-

palities that are predominately low to moderate income.  

Interested applicants can find out more at (412)350-1090. 

 

-    -Keeley Togue 

    Housing Division 

MULTI-MUNICIPAL STREETSCAPE PROJECT 

NEARING COMPLETION 

The Borough of Heidelberg was awarded a Community Infra-

structure and Tourism Fund grant (CITF) in the amount of 

$250,000.00 for various streetscape improvements through-

out Boroughs of Heidelberg, Carnegie, and Scott Township. 

This multi-municipal joint project was also awarded $2.4 mil-

lion in federal aid to help assist with the project.  Heidelberg 

is administering the grant on behalf of the 3 communities, 

while coordinating closely with PennDOT.  The improvements 

will link the 3 boroughs via a vital pedestrian corridor along 

Washington Pike in Heidelberg, Carothers Avenue. in Scott, to 

Main Street in Carnegie via 3rd Street Improvements will in-

clude sidewalk & stormwater improvements; bump outs; 

landscaping; decorative street lighting; and site amenities 

such as benches, receptacles, and pedestrian improvements.  

The project also complements façade improvements and 

community planning in Carnegie, which has seen 14 new 

businesses open in the last year, including 2 in a key redevel-

opment site in the historic post office.  The project is ex-

pected to be completed by the end of 2014. 

 

  

 

-Joe Scullion 

Business Development                      

Division 



FEMA has completed new Flood Insurance Risk Maps (FIRM) for Pennsylvania that will take effect in Allegheny County on September 

26, 2014.  The Special Flood Hazard Area shown on the maps is subject to the base flood (also known as Zone A or the regulatory 

floodplain).  The base flood has a 1% chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year (see Exhibit 1).  The federal government 

is the only insurer of floods.  Benefits of being in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) include:  

 

Flood insurance 

Federal grants and loans 

Disaster assistance 

Federally-backed mortgages 

 

Each municipality is required to adopt the new map and revise 

their floodplain ordinance to comply with new federal (NFIP) and 

state (Act 166) regulations by the September date, or they will be 

suspended from the NFIP.  There are no extensions or waivers.  

This means that the benefits mentioned above will no longer be 

available to residents or businesses located within the floodplain.  

Management and enforcement of floodplain regulations is a local 

responsibility. 

 

Floodplain ordinances must be approved by FEMA prior to adop-

tion.  Each municipality can include more restrictive measures in 

their ordinance if they choose.  Insurance premium rates for all 

policy holders within a municipality with more restrictive measures 

will be discounted. 

 

Leslie Rhoades with DCED is the state Floodplain Ordinance Up-

date Coordinator.  Municipalities should first submit their draft 

ordinance to her and she will submit it to FEMA for approval.  At 

this stage, all municipalities should have submitted a draft ordi-

nance for approval.  

 

Landowners/developers can continue to use the old maps to iden-

tify whether they are in the floodplain until 9/26/14.  However, the 

development must be 100% completed prior to that date.  FEMA 

recommends that all development plans should use the most re-

strictive version of the old or new map until 9/26/14 to determine 

if they are within the floodplain.   

 

If a landowner’s property, or a portion of it, is in or adjacent to the 

floodplain, the base flood elevation (BFE) should be determined. 

FEMA calculates this for property in the AE zone, but not the A zone 

(a surveyor needs to calculate the BFE for those properties).  Flood 

insurance premiums are based on the height of the first floor 

above the BFE (no basements allowed in the floodplain).  The 

higher the elevation, the less the premium will be.  FEMA recom-

mends that 18 inches of freeboard above BFE should be the mini-

mum standard.  Existing property that is at or lower than the BFE will have a significant premium increase.   

 

FEMA is offering more tools and digital data to help municipalities mitigate flood damage.  The new database will have information 

about the depth of the projected flood waters in a building.  Paper maps will be distributed to municipalities 60 days prior to 

9/26/14, but a digital version is currently online at: http://maps.riskmap3.com/PA/Allegheny/.  The digital version is clearer and 

more user friendly than the paper version (see Exhibit 2).  GIS data can be downloaded from the site, as well.   

 

 

           -Chris Goswick 

           Planning Division 

NEW FEMA FLOOD INSURANCE RISK MAPS & REGULATIONS TAKE EFFECT 
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Exhibit 1 

  Exhibit 2 

http://maps.riskmap3.com/PA/Allegheny/


S U M M E R  2 0 1 4  Page 7 

THE PENN-LINCOLN  HOTEL REMEDIATION AND DEMOLITION PROJECT 

The Penn-Lincoln Hotel, located at 789 Penn Avenue in the Wil-

kinsburg Borough Central business district, is a six-story struc-

ture having a history 

dating back to the 

mid 1900’s. The 

building has stood 

vacant for over 19 

years.  Many at-

tempts to save the 

facility have been 

made over the 

years, but the cost 

of renovation made 

it financially infeasi-

ble.   

 

 

 The remediation and demolition project is the first of a multi-

phase redevelopment on this site, where the former Penn-

Lincoln apartments, hotel, and adjacent parking structure now 

occupy (See “Limits of Construction,” below).  The project in-

cludes: provisions for engineering; hazardous material survey; 

remediation and disposal; and, the demolition of the parking 

structure and hotel.  While there is no official plan of immediate 

reuse for the land, a contaminant-free green space that is ready 

for subsequent development will remain at the conclusion of the 

project. The projected completion is targeted for September 

2014. 

The project is divided into two portions: remediation (or collec-

tion and disposal of hazardous material) and demolition. The 

building contains significant hazardous material such as: as-

bestos containing material (ACM), lead-based paint, mercury 

containing devices, mold, and other potentially hazardous ma-

terial. The building has been open to the elements for years, so 

walls and ceilings have crumbled and collapsed.  Water has 

accumulated in some areas and the building has been vandal-

ized for piping and other salvageable items.  The mixture of 

hazardous and non-hazardous material over the years made 

attempts at separation futile; therefore, the greater majority of 

debris has to be treated as potentially hazardous and properly 

disposed of. The Allegheny County Health Department makes 

regular visits to the job site and works in conjunction with the 

engineering firm and the hazardous material analysis firm to 

insure each floor is certified clear of hazardous waste. 

 

As mentioned, the demolition phase includes an adjacent two-

story parking structure.  The concrete will be crushed and used 

as fill material.  The substratum will then be graded with top 

soil and a hearty grass seed applied.   

The Penn-Lincoln Hotel Remediation and Demolition is the pre-

cursor to other economic development endeavors within the 

Borough of Wilkinsburg, which may occur over the next few 

years.  The Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation is 

a key player in the redevelopment effort.  This effort also in-

cludes contributions of time, effort and money from the Pitts-

burgh History and Landmarks Foundation (PHLF); Allegheny 

County Redevelopment Authority (RAAC); and the Business De-

velopment and Municipal Divisions within Allegheny County 

Economic Development (ACED).  A portion of the historically 

significant architectural ornamentation will be removed and 

preserved.  

  

    -Fred Ralston 

    Municipal Division 
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CDBG ELIGIBILITY JEOPARDY 
 
The Spring 2014 edition of the latest Newsletter featured an introduction to the ABCs of the CDBG Program.  We will 
now explore how ACED personnel review a proposal to see if an application meets a National Objective. 
 

Let’s play Jeopardy!!! 
 

 
National Objectives 

Benefit to Low/Mod 
Residents 

 
Slums & Blight 

Urgent Need / Potpourri 

1. Benefit to Low/Moderate 
Income Residents 

2. Slums & Blight 
3. Urgent Need 
 

 What are the three National 
Objectives?  

 Job Creation 

 Public Benefit 
 

 
What is one job must be 
created for every $35,000 
received in CDBG funds? 

 Spot Blight (SBS) 
 
 
 
What National Objective is 
used most often for 
demolition? 

 In 40 years, Allegheny 
County has never met this 
National Objective 

 
What is Meets an Urgent 
Need? 

 Allegheny County pays 
back CDBG funds to 
HUD from non-federal 
funds 

 
 
 
What is the consequence if a 
funded project does not meet 
a National Objective?   

 ACED has the option 
of using this type of 
survey  data for LMA 
determination of an 
activity 

 
What is a household 
survey? (most often used 
for Sewer & Water 
Projects) 

 Carrie Furnace  

 Cochrandale 

 Brownfield 
Redevelopment 

 
 
 
What are Projects that 
qualify as a Slum & Blight 
Area (SBA)? 

 2004 Hurricane Ivan 

 Hurricane Sandy 
 
 
 
 
What disasters did not meet 
the Urgent Need National 
Objective? 

1. LMA (Low/Mod Area) 
2. LMJ (Low/Mod Jobs)  
3. LMC (Limited Clientele) 
4. LMH (Low/Mod 

Housing) 
 

What are the 4 categories 
under the Benefit to 
Low/Moderate Income 
Residents National 
Objective? 

 Projects that only 
benefit a specific 
group of persons that 
show that 51% are 
LMI. 

 
 
What is Limited Clientele? 
(LMC) (Most often used 
for Public Services 
Projects) 

 This document is 
required in order for a 
project to be eligible 
under Slum & Blight 
Area. 

 
 
What is a Redevelopment 
Plan? 

 The Project Application states 
that this project is  “urgently 

needed” 
 

 
 
 
What does not meet the 
Urgent Need National 
Objective? 

 2006-2010 American 
Community Survey 

 
 
What Census Tract/Block 
Group data will be used after 
July 1, 2014 to determine if a 
project is eligible under 
LMA? 

 Direct Benefit Form 
 

 
 
What must an Agency 
submit showing that 51% 
of the participants are 
low/mod income eligible 
(LMJ & LMC)? 

 3 Years 
 
 
 
What is the Number of Years 
that a Slum & Blight 
Resolution is active? 

 There is a flood in Etna 
and no local, private, state 
or federal funds are 
allocated to help this 
community recover 

 
What is a project that would 
qualify as meeting the Urgent 
Need National Objective?  

 This Project is considered 
eligible under LMA and 
its Low/Mod percentage 
is 45.24% 

 
 
What is the 2014 Exception 
Criteria? (Percentage 
provided by HUD on a yearly 
basis) 

 $52,500 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the 2014 
Low/Mod Median 
Income for a Family of 
Four?  

 A building is demolished 
using CDBG funds and a 
small park is built on the 
vacant land, also using 
CDBG funds. 

 
What is not an eligible re-use 
of the land?  (Check 
regulations to determine 
eligible re-use under Spot 
Blight) 

 Chrissy Dzubinski (x1081) 

 Cheryl Cummings (x1042) 
 

 
 
 
Who do I contact to review 
and determine if an 
application is eligible? 
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Completing Wellness Rewards 2014 
There are 4 components to completing Tier 1 of the Wellness Rewards Program.  By completing Tier 1, employees will remain or 

move into the lower deductible plan in 2015.  Employees who do not finish one of these components will NOT be considered com-

plete and will move into the higher deductible plan in 2015.  Focus on completing each of the four components. 

Online Users 

Log on to Highmark’s site at www.highmarkbcbs.com  

(Instructions on how to register on Highmark’s site and complete Wellness Rewards can be found on the County’s website at: 

http://www.alleghenycounty.us/hr/wnews.aspx under “Wellness Rewards”.) 

 

Click on “Rewards Program WebMD” located on the left side of the screen under “Programs”.  You will be taken to the “Wellness 

Rewards” home page.   

Tier 1 

Complete the Wellness Profile  

you MUST retake the Wellness Profile every year – no site code required 

Certify that you have/will receive a preventive exam 

click on “I did this” and enter in the current date 

Complete 2 (two) health and wellness programs 

for information on what programs are available and how to participate check out the “2014 Wellness Re-

wards Program” located on the County’s website http://www.alleghenycounty.us/hr/wnews.aspx under 

“Employee Wellness”. 

 

As you complete each component of the program the “tile” will move to the bottom of the screen and you will see 

“Congratulations! You earned: 25 points”, you will also see the date you completed that component or tile.  Once you’ve completed 

all the components of Tier 1 you will see a white check mark in a green circle.  You will also see “Redeemed:”  and a date along 

with a confirmation number.  If your email is updated on Highmark’s site, you should also receive an email confirming that you’ve 

completed Tier 1.   

There is 1 component to completing Tier 2 of the Wellness Rewards Program.  By completing Tier 2, employees’ are eligible to re-

ceive either an extra day off or $125.  Employees who work for a 24/7 operation and the Courts are eligible to receive $125 

only.  You cannot complete Tier 2 until ALL of the components in Tier 1 have been completed.  You must a current employee at the 

time of payment distribution in order to receive your reward. 

Tier 2 

Complete 1 (one) additional health and wellness program. 

Once you’ve completed Tier 2 you will see on the right side of the page:   

Points Available:         0 (if you have points remaining you are missing a component) 

Available Rewards:     Congratulations you’ve redeemed all your available rewards. 

Earned Rewards:        Tier 2 will be listed first then Tier 1.  Both will have a white check mark in a green circle.  At the bot-

tom of both Tiers you will see “Redeemed (with the date you completed that Tier) and a confirma-

tion number.  If your email address is updated in Highmark’s system you will receive a confirmation 

email once you’ve completed each Tier. 

It is highly recommended that you make a copy of your completion page for your records. 

 

If you’ve forgotten your user ID and/or password you can contact Highmark at 1-877-298-3918 to reset.  Other useful numbers 

are also available on the County’s intranet site under “Wellness Rewards Helpful Numbers”. 

 

Deadline for completing Wellness Rewards is September 30, 2014. 

http://www.highmarkbcbs.com
http://www.alleghenycounty.us/hr/wnews.aspx
http://www.alleghenycounty.us/hr/wnews.aspx


Current Project: I am working with the Allegheny Home Improvement 

Loan Program and helping with the Neighborhood Preservation project. 

Past Experience/Education: I received my undergraduate degree in psy-

chology from Duquesne University. During my undergraduate years, I 

interned at the Children’s Institute of Pittsburgh in the psychology de-

partment.  I then returned to Duquesne for graduate school in Public policy analysis and administration. 

Hobbies: Going on walks, reading, writing, and seeing movies.  

Favorite part of the job so far:  I get to see what the housing department of Allegheny County does for its residents and having 

an on hands experience working with one of their programs. 

Newest Department Interns 
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Keeley Tague 

Housing Division Intern 

Current Project: Currently working on a cost benefit analysis of the 

Vacant Property Recovery Program 

Background: Pittsburgh native, just bought a house in neighborhood 

of Beechview.  

Past Experience/Education: 8 years of non-profit and government 

work including: ACLU, various Pittsburgh community development nonprofits, Peace Corps Panama 

2009-2011, and Systems Administrator and Guidance Counselor for a non-profit school in Oakland, 

California.  Currently in my second year of Duquesne’s Graduate Center for Public Policy. 

Hobbies: Cooking, gardening, and exercising.  

Favorite part of the job so far: The eating area with the fountain out front– also, spreadsheets. 

Current Project: Website update for the Business Development 

Division, Webpage Design for Loan Programs, and Project Data-

base Consolidations. 

Background: Graduate student majoring in Public Policy and Man-

agement at Heinz College, Carnegie Mellon University. 

Past Experience/Education: Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration in Beijing Normal Uni-

versity in China, Interned in The Nature Conservancy in the Public Relationship Department. 

Hobbies: Reading, watching fiction and adventure movies, traveling, swimming, yoga, and singing 

Favorite part of the job so far: Learning new things and making progress every day, especially in 

the fields like database management, local financing programs, website design, and manage-

ment.  Also, I enjoy making more and more friends here! 

 

David Clarke 

Housing Division Intern 

Xi Chen 

Business Development 

Division Intern 



Current Projects: Carrie Furnace, Braddock Commercial, and docu-

mentation for various other projects 

Background: I grew up in Murrysville, Pennsylvania—which is just 20 

miles east of Pittsburgh. I am the youngest of three siblings, and 

most of my close family are from the Western Pennsylvania region. 

Past Experience/Education: I graduated from high school in June 2013, and I am currently in the 

summer between my freshman and sophomore year at Gettysburg College. I am majoring in both 

political science and international affairs. 

Hobbies: I enjoy playing the alto saxophone in my college marching band, reading history books, and watching PBS programs. 

Favorite Part of the Job so far: I have two favorite parts of his job so far. Firstly, I enjoy being able to work with such a knowl-

edgeable, helpful, and friendly group of people.  Furthermore, I enjoy getting to see how the abstract program guidelines mani-

fest themselves in the real projects that the agency does. 
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Newest Department Interns 

Current Project: 2013 TIF Report    

Background: The year-end analysis of all the TIF projects, more spe-

cifically looking at the jobs created and the increase in property 

taxes. 

Past Experience/Education: Worked five years as a middle school 

math teacher/currently working on Masters in Computational Math 

at Duquesne University. 

Hobbies:  Running and shopping 

Favorite part of the job so far:  Seeing the end result from all of the time and hard work put into a 

development project.    

Gabriel Kelly 

Development Division 

Intern 

Laura Galiardi 

Special Projects &     

Finance Division Intern 

Wow, I cannot believe it’s been forty years since I started with the county.   What can I say?  

My journey through the county has been an interesting one.  I was 19 when I began my ca-

reer as a file clerk in the County Law Department in August, 1974.   I then worked in Com-

missioner Foerster’s office as a secretary for about 3 years.   That job taught me how to 

multi-task.  In 1980, I moved to the newly formed Department of Development working as a 

secretary for the Economic Development Division.  Since I was one of the few that knew how 

to do the new fangled word processing, I was promoted to the computer room.  These were 

the early days of computers.   I taught myself how to program in BASIC.  I have learned so 

many software packages and HUD programs that I have lost count.   In 1997, when I be-

came Operations Manager, it was a total surprise and a challenge.   It still is.  I have worked 

with a lot of wonderful and memorable people.  I am blessed that I have survived this long.  

And, I know this will be hard for some of you to believe, but I actually enjoyed working for the 

county all these years.  

       -Donna Joyce 

Donna Joyce Celebrates 40 Years of County Service!! 



T H E  L A T E S T  D E V E L O P M E N T  

JULY 

   Dane Yancic   August 3 

   Lorraine King  August 5 

   Joe Klak    August 10 

   Elaine Dudley  August 19 

   Sue Merli   August  23 

   Joe Schafer   August 24 

   Erin Deasy   September 2 

   Lance Chimka  September 19 

   Bud Simon   September 19 

   Gloria Redlinger  September 20 

   Nathan Wetzel  September 20 

   Adrienne Frazier  September 24 

   Pat Earley   September 29 

AUGUST 

  Michele Capuano  July 2 

   Carolyn Doyle  July 10 

   Jim Johnston   July 12 

   Heather Schultz  July 18 

   Bill Kochan   July 19 

   Anita Truss   July 20 

   Maureen Quinn  July 23 

   Leandra Dimate  July 28 

SEPTEMBER 

MILESTONES 

Page 12 

JULY AUGUST  SEPTEMBER 

Maurice Strul—15 years Donna Joyce—40 years  

Carl Lukitsch—15 years Sue Merli—15 years  

 Andrew Hartwell—5 years  

 Bill McLain—5 years  

County Holidays 

Independence Day Friday, July 4, 2014 

Labor Day Monday,  September 1, 2014 


