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December 9, 2014 – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact Councilwoman Sue Means at 412-350-6545 
  
Means Urges County to Resolve Conflict with State Law before Proceeding with 
Restaurant Grading Proposal 
  
With County Council’s public hearing on a proposed new restaurant grading system 
scheduled for Wednesday, December 10, County Councilwoman Sue Means today urged 
her colleagues to resolve the question of the proposal’s permissibility under state law 
before they proceed with the legislation. 
  
“We are acting as if we are an independent entity rather than in one of the 67 counties of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,” Means stated.  “We have in our hands two letters 
from the chairman of the Pennsylvania House Agriculture Committee, stating firmly that 
Allegheny County’s proposed restaurant grading system is contrary to state law 
governing food safety inspections.  And yet we are moving forward as if that issue 
doesn’t even exist.” 
  
Means referred to letters sent by State Rep. John Maher to Allegheny County officials. In 
those letters, Maher explained that county inspection provisions must “meet but not 
exceed” the standards established in state law, because of a concern for maintaining 
statewide uniformity.  Maher indicated that Fitzgerald’s proposal to give grades of A, B, 
or C to restaurants would not comply with state law. 
  
Maher has offered to work with Allegheny County in developing legislation that would 
make the county’s proposed grading system permissible.  As of last report, county leaders 
had not responded to his offer. 
  
Means stated, “I can’t focus on debating the pros and cons of an idea that appears to be 
blatantly illegal under current state law.  To ignore that fact is foolish and arrogant, and it 
only sets us up for costly legal battles. 
  
“As a result,” Means concluded, “I urge Health and Human Services Committee 
Chairman John Palmiere and our colleagues on County Council to make resolving the 
legality of the proposed measure a major part of Wednesday’s hearing, and not to pretend 
that this issue will go away if we ignore it.” 
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