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CYF 006 –Assessments:  Safety and Risk  
 
Allegheny County Department of Human Services (DHS), Office of Children, Youth and Families (CYF) staff  
conducts safety and risk assessments at Intake and at regular intervals throughout the family’s involvement with 
CYF.   
 
Following assessments at Intake, a case may be accepted for services from CYF or the case is closed. When a 
family is accepted for service, a Family Plan is written together with the family to document desired outcomes, 
action steps to be followed, and services that CYF will provide.  
 
Other assessments, screenings, and evaluations may be conducted at times when more information is required 
[such as Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS), Family Advocacy and Support Tool (FAST), 
Developmental (Ages and Stages 

TM
), Educational, Psychological, Medical, Drug and Alcohol, and Independent 

Living, etc.].  
 

Safety Assessment and Management Process 
 
Once a referral is assigned to a CYF Caseworker, the first priority is to conduct a Safety Assessment for each child 
in the family.    
 
CYF caseworkers are trained in Pennsylvania’s Department of Human Services Safety Assessment and 
Management Process, and will:  
 

 Evaluate whether children in the family are likely to be in immediate danger of serious harm (documenting  
Safety Threats (Present and/or Impending) and family/environmental Protective Capacities);  

 Consult with the Casework Supervisor to make a Safety Decision; and  

 When needed, develop a written safety plan of interventions with the family/caregivers (approved by the 
Casework Supervisor) to supplement the family’s existing protective capacities and establish or maintain 
child protection by controlling for identified ‘safety threats’.   

 
The safety of each child is evaluated as a part of every case contact, whether the child resides with parents, 
caretakers, or contracted providers.   The Safety Plan is reviewed at every case contact and updated as necessary 
throughout the life of the case. 
 
Because the Court must make a determination of safety at each Permanency Hearing, CYF Caseworkers include 
documentation relating to the safety of the child in court summaries and ask for a determination of safety at each 
hearing.  
 
Once child safety has been assured, other assessments can proceed.  
 

Risk Assessments  
 
Risk assessments differ from Safety Assessments in that Safety Assessments focus on the immediate situation 
while “risk” assessments refer to the potential risk of future harm to the child.     
 



Pennsylvania’s Department of Public Welfare has mandated documentation for each factor listed below at various 
intervals.  
 
Child Abuse Factors:   

 Vulnerability of the child  

 Severity/Frequency and/or recentness of abuse/neglect 

 Prior Abuse/Neglect of child(ren)  

 Extent of Emotional Harm 
 

Caregiver/Household Member 

 Age, Physical, Intellectual or Emotional Status  

 Cooperation  

 Parenting Skills/Knowledge  

 Alcohol/ Substance Abuse  

 Access to Child(ren)    

 Prior Abuse/Neglect  

 Relationship with Child  
 
Family Environment 

 Family Violence  

 Condition of the Home 

 Family Supports  

 Stressors 
 

 

          


