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Terms in blue ink are defined in Glossary 
 
CYF-005 Mandatory Reporting of Suspected Abuse  
 

Laws governing who must report child abuse and how to report it are complicated.  To ensure that no 
misinterpretations are made, the links below go directly to the appropriate section of the law that applies 
to the topics listed. 
If you have additional questions related to mandated reports of child abuse, talk with your attorney.  
 
Mandated Reports  
§ 6311.  Persons required to report suspected child abuse 
 
Permissive Reporters  
§ 6312.  Persons encouraged to report suspected child abuse will be known as "permissive reporters" 
 
How to report abuse  
23 PACS  § 6313.  Reporting procedure 
 
Providing photos and x-rays  
§ 6314.  Photographs, medical tests and X-rays of child subject to report 
 
CYF duties to mandated reporters  
§ 6383.  Education and training 
§ 6368.  Investigation of reports  
 
Fatalities and near fatalities  
§ 6367.  Reports to department and coroner 
 
Under age 1 year born with illegal substance, etc.  
23 PACS  § 6386.   
 
Mandatory reporting of children under one year of age 
Newborn Protection 
§ 6505.  Reporting acceptance of newborns 
 
Endangering the welfare (crimes code)  
18 Pa.C.S.  § 4304.  
 
Confidential Communications  
§ 6311.1.  Privileged communications 
§ 5943.  Clergymen 
§ 5928.  Attorneys 
 
Child Protective Services Law (CPSL) definitions   
§ 6303.  Definitions 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=11&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=12&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=13&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=14&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=83&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=68&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=67&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=86&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=65&sctn=5&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=18&div=0&chpt=43&sctn=4&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=11&subsctn=1
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=42&div=0&chpt=59&sctn=43&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=42&div=0&chpt=59&sctn=28&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=3&subsctn=0

