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Spiritual, Behavioral Health Leaders to Train on Supporting Military, Veterans  
 
PITTSBURGH – The Allegheny County Department of Human Services and Allegheny County Veterans’ 
Services have teamed up with other community partners to host “Connect Our Stars: Support for 
Veterans – A Community Effort” on Friday, October 17, 2014 at the Passavant Hospital Foundation 
Conference Center from 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.  One of the highlights of the conference is a training 
session on “Military Moral Injury” presented by David Wood, Senior Correspondent for the Huffington Post 
and 2012 Pulitzer Prize winner. 
 
“The impact on our service members and their families goes beyond the battlefield,” said Patricia 
Valentine, DHS Executive Deputy Director for Integrated Program Services. “Many of our brave 
servicemen and servicewomen are reintegrating into our communities with scars that are not just 
physical, but behavioral, emotional and spiritual - behaviors change, relationships are altered and families 
are impacted. This conference helps our partners work with service members and their families to 
address those issues.” 
 
The purpose of the conference is to help care providers and the spiritual community better understand 
some of the physical and behavioral health issues associated with reintegration in the community. 
Participants will gain an understanding of the challenges that servicemen and servicewomen face when 
returning to their families and communities, will discuss approaches that can help veterans and their 
families build resiliency, and examine methods of collaboration that will help prepare providers and the 
religious community with the means to meet the needs of returning veterans. 
 
“This free training will mobilize the spiritual and behavioral health communities by creating awareness 
establishing partnerships in order to engage in a continuous sustained effort designed to connect 
members of the civilian community with its military members and families. The desired intent of this 
initiative is to utilize the resources of the community to reduce the isolation, disconnect, and detachment 
experienced by many members of the military community,” said Lieutenant Colonel Tom Stokes with the 
United States Army Reserves.  
 
In addition to Allegheny County, the Conference is being sponsored by Carlow University, Christian 
Associates of Southwest PA, Community Care Behavioral Health, Highmark, PA Military Spiritual 
Wellness Alliance, Vet Center and VBH of PA.  Walk in registrations are welcome. The training is free of 
charge except for those attendees seeking continuing education credits. The Passavant Hospital 
Foundation Conference Center & Legacy Theatre is located at 700 Cumberland Woods Drive, off of 
Cumberland Road, in McCandless. 
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