
responsible for providing and administering publicly 
funded human services to Allegheny County residents.

DHS Principles
All services will be: 
     • High quality, comprehensive and accessible. 
     • Individualized and designed to be respectful 	
        of the unique cultural characteristics of each 	
        individual and/or community.
     • Integrated and offered through a team 		
        approach that recognizes the capacity 	        	
        of individuals and families to identify their 	
         own strengths, needs and goals; create 	
        relationships and natural supports; and take 	
        steps necessary to accomplish these goals. 
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DHS is

The Allegheny County Department of Human Services does not 
discriminate against anyone on the basis of a protected class 
including: race; color; religion; national origin; ancestry or place 
of birth; sex; gender identity or expression; sexual orientation; 
disability; marital status; familial status; age (40 and older); use 
of guide or support animal because of blindness, deafness or 
physical disability.

DHS funding information is available at 
www.alleghenycounty.us/dhs/funding.aspx
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Project Prom has been making 
Prom dreams come true for young 
women and men since 2003 by 
ensuring that cost is not a barrier 
to attendance.  

Getting involved with Project Prom

Project Prom relies on the 
generosity of county residents 
and retailers. Opportunities to 
contribute are many and varied.

• Host a gown-collection drive
Choosing Project Prom as a student’s senior 
project is a great way to help others while 
earning the credit needed to graduate.  

• Volunteer as a personal shopper
Spending a few hours watching faces 
light up is as rewarding for the volunteer 
as it is for the young adult. Act 33 and 34 
clearances are required.

• Volunteer as a consultant
Are you a cosmetologist, fashion designer 
or seamstress? Your skills could be put 
to use at the Project Prom Shop.

• Volunteer as a mentor at Project Prom 		
  for Gentlemen 
The wisdom you share will have a lasting 
impact on a young person’s life. 

• Participate in the Project Prom 5K Run 		
  and Walk
Athletes of all abilities and sponsors are 
invited to participate.

• Conduct a fund-raiser
Cash donations go a long way at Project 
Prom and Project Prom for Gentlemen. 
They are used to buy items that young men 
and women want but are not donated. Be 
creative, have fun and help others, too.

• Make a cash or in-kind donation 
Monetary donations may be made out to 
“DHS Donations Fund” with “Project Prom” 
on the memo line. 
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What is Project Prom?
Project Prom has been making Prom 
dreams come true for young women and 
men since 2003 by ensuring that cost is not 
a barrier to attendance. 

Project Prom is one of several DHS public-
private partnerships that benefits from the 
generosity of local individuals, groups and 
retailers. Year after year, donors have filled 
the Project Prom Shop with hundreds of 
stylish, contemporary evening gowns and 
formal accessories. 

Since 2012, young people have taken 
part in Project Prom for Gentlemen, 
an opportunity to prepare for the Prom 
experience through an evening of 
mentoring and camaraderie that provides 
tuxedo rental gift certificates as well. 

Through these two events, DHS is able to 
annually provide hundreds of youth with an 
opportunity to attend their Prom affordably, 
in style and with confidence.

Project Prom “Shopping Days”
Private shopping days, open only to young 
adults who are eligible for free attire, occur 
several times each year. On these days, 
eligible youth are offered the opportunity 
to choose from among a wide selection of 
formal attire and accessories.

The Project Prom Shop also hosts a public 
event that offers remaining items for sale 
at nominal prices. Funds that are raised 
are reinvested in additional items such as 
tuxedo rental gift certificates and gowns in 
popular sizes. 

What to expect 
at the Project Prom Shop
The Project Prom Shop is an inviting, brightly 
decorated and well-equipped venue. Racks 
of new and gently used formal attire in current 
styles are organized according to a full range 
of sizes. Accessories are displayed as well.

Dressing rooms with full-length mirrors, as well 
as a circular stage, allow for optimal viewing 
and selection. 

During Project Prom days, each guest is 
assisted by a personal shopper to help 
navigate the selection of gowns, jewelry, 
handbags and other accessories. The pair 
works as a team to put together the ideal outfit.

A variety of activities are available for those 
waiting to enter the shop such as a fashion show, 
music and presentations about related topics.

Checking out is easy because all items are free 
for eligible participants.

What to expect 
at Project Prom for Gentlemen
The setting for PP/G is that of a formal 
dinner. Guests are welcomed by men from 
the community who devote their evening to 
mentoring attendees. Topics range from table 
etiquette to tie tying, date etiquette to building 
self-esteem. 

Speakers enhance the evening by sharing their 
insights to reinforce the event’s overarching 
theme of Dignity and Respect. 

Project Prom 5K Run and Walk 
New in 2014, the Project Prom 5K Run and 
Walk brings together energetic supporters 
of Project Prom for a fun-filled morning of 
exercise, celebration and fund-raising. 
Participants are invited to run, walk, roll or 
stroll to the finish line and to wear formal 
attire to qualify for special prizes. The 
funds raised purchase jewelry, plus-sized 
gowns, tuxedo-rental gift certificates, and 
more to supplement donations.

Who is eligible 
to participate in Project 
Prom and Project Prom for 
Gentlemen?
Any student who attends a high school 
in Allegheny County and who:  
• receives services through child welfare 	
  (for example, receives CYF family-		
  strengthening services or lives in a foster 	
  home or another setting); 
• lives in a homeless shelter or transitional 	
  or bridge housing program; 
• receives mental health services; 
• receives service related to an intellectual 	
  disability; or
• receives substance use disorder (drug & 	
   alcohol) treatment. 

Youth also qualify to receive a free 
gown and accessories if they or a 
household member:
• receives food or utility assistance 
• receives or is eligible to receive free or 	
  reduced-price school lunches 
• receives unemployment benefits 
• is in military active duty or a veteran


