
Child Welfare Professional Education Screen 
Sections # 6 

  
 

    
  

6. PREPARATION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION (Applies, at a minimum, to students age 16 or older) 

A. Postsecondary planning has occurred. 

B. Child has a plan for accessing money for post-secondary education/training (Chafee ETG, etc.). 

 



Why This Matters 

While over 70% of children in 
foster care express an intent 
to go to college, only 13% 
attend any post-secondary 
program and only 3% actually 
graduate from college. 
 



Why This Matters 

Children in care face significant barriers to post-

secondary opportunities:   
 

 Many youth drop out of high school  

 Youth may have significant remedial needs and are 

unable to access post-secondary opportunities 

 Youth have difficulty navigating the application and 

financial aid process 

 Lack of access to housing & needed financial aid 

 Lack of support – including mentors and role models 

 Many struggle once they start college 
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   The Law  

 Federal Laws 

– John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence Program, 42 

U.S.C. § 677  

– Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing 

Adoption Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-351) amends the case 

review system at section 475(5) of the Social Security 

Act to create a new planning requirement. The 

caseworker must develop a personalized transition plan 

as directed by the youth, during the 90-day period prior 

to the youth’s emancipation. 



   The Law 

 State Laws 

    Act 91- Amends Juvenile Act to expand criteria for 

youth to stay in care past age 18 and allows youth to 

re-enter care before turning 21 if they aged out at 18 or 

older.  

    Act 80 - Amends Public Welfare Code to extend 

guardianship and adoption subsidies to age 21 for 

eligible youth who enter those arrangements at age 13 

or older.  

    



Child Welfare and Education Planning 
Requirements 

Juvenile Court Rule 1608 

 At all permanency review hearings for youth 16 and 
older, findings and orders must be made related to: 

– whether the child is making adequate educational progress 
to graduate from high school or  

– whether the child is enrolled in another specified 
educational program that will assist the child in achieving 
self-sufficiency; and 

– the job readiness services that have been provided to the 
child and the employment/career goals that have been 
established. 

 



Child Welfare and Education Planning 
Requirements 

Juvenile Court Rule 1613:  

 Before a case can be closed for a youth 18 

or older, a transition plan must be presented 

and accepted by the court, which contains: 

– the specific plans for pursuing educational or 

vocational training goals and  

– the child’s employment goals and whether the 

child is employed; 



Section 6 - Education Screen 

 Postsecondary planning is occurring: 

– Encourage parent/others to talk to youth about 

postsecondary goals 

– Youth Driven: Ask youth about goals and talk 

about the postsecondary process – again. 

– Encourage youth to talk to school counselor  

– Refer youth to DHS Independent Living Initiative 

– Refer youth to TRIO program or other programs 

  



Section 6 - Education Screen 

 Child has a plan for accessing postsecondary 

education/training (Chafee ETG, etc.) 

– Encourage parent to help youth identify financial 

resources 

– Give family resources – including “Student’s 

Guide to Financial Aid & Scholarships” (PA Child 

Welfare Training Program) 

– Refer family to DHS IL Initiative 

– Assist youth in completing FAFSA form 

– Inform youth/family about Pittsburgh Promise 



Access to Post Secondary Education Must 
Begin EARLY – NOT at age 16 

 Monitor educational progress throughout middle and 
high school years. 

– Ensure academic progress towards graduation is being 
made.  

– Ensure special needs/special education needs are identified 
and met.  

– Ensure youth’s interests, needs, and strengths are identified 
w/future career and education exploration in mind. 

 Ensure that educational goals/issues are included in 
the permanency plan and raised in permanency 
review hearings. 

 Ensure that educational goals are included in 
Independent Living and Transition Plans.  

 Plans should be as specific and detailed as possible 

 



Planning Starts with Making  
Progress Towards Graduation 

 Making progress in classes  

 Taking the right classes to meet graduation requirements (number of 
credits, class types, etc.)   

 Credit transfer issues must be addressed on ongoing basis 

 Prepare for post secondary options 
– Explore ALL options (college, trade school) 

– Take SATs and other tests needed for access – even if unsure whether they 
want to attend 

– Take advantage of opportunities that will help make choices (college tours, etc) 

– Involve youth in college prep programs, tutoring AND MENTORING 

– Discuss in court so that others are sending a message to youth 

 The student’s strengths and interests should be assessed early to: 
– Take the tests to determine aptitude, interests and strengths  

– This will inform the creation of detailed concrete postsecondary goals  

– Facilitate engagement in school and consistently reinforce future planning  

– Share the plan with those who are supportive of youth  



 Know What’s Out There 

 Access all community supports/scholarships 
for preparation for postsecondary education. 

 

 Access all supports/scholarships for 
preparation for postsecondary education 
targeted at foster youth.   

– See KidsVoice, Allegheny County IL Resource 

Appendix, 

http://www.kidsvoice.org/pdfs/FINAL%20APPEND

IX%202010.pdf  

 

http://www.kidsvoice.org/pdfs/FINAL APPENDIX 2010.pdf
http://www.kidsvoice.org/pdfs/FINAL APPENDIX 2010.pdf
http://www.kidsvoice.org/pdfs/FINAL APPENDIX 2010.pdf


Planning for Postsecondary: Additional 
Considerations for Youth with an IEP 

 Transition planning begins at AGE 14 

 Ensure a high quality transition plan AND monitor and revise it.  

 Ensure that youth’s graduation requirements are clear. 

 Be sure to coordinate the IEP transition plan with other IL plans 

 Prior to graduation get Summary of Academic Achievement and 
Functional Performance completed   

– Required by IDEA 

– Completed when student graduates from HS 

– summarizes individual abilities, skills, needs, and limitations.  

– provides recommendations to support transition to adult living, 
learning, and working.  

– Useful for creating a 504 Plan for post secondary education or 
training, treatment or day program plan 

http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/info_services/children-with-disabilities.html 

 



Access Existing Supports to Promote 
Postsecondary Education 

These Include:  

 College prep and mentoring programs that help prepare youth 
for postsecondary ed.  

 Examples include: 
– NEED Workforce Diversity Internship Program 

– Urban League, College Success 101 

– America’s Promise 

– LAMP 

– Duquesne University CLAAY Program  

– Embark! DHS ILI (targeted at foster  youth) 

– Federally Funded TRIO Programs 
 Talent Search, Upward Bound, Education Opportunity Centers  

 Federal Law—Higher Education Opportunity Act—requires that TRIO programs 
outreach and meet the needs of foster youth 



 
 
Youth Must Understand the Cost of  
& How to Pay for It 

Youth need to learn and understand key concepts: 

 The costs and benefits of postsecondary ed and training. 

  That they are eligible for many grants that will help pay for the 

cost of attendance.  

 Basics of financial aid and planning: 

– What it is and how you apply 

– That different programs have different costs. (difference 

between CC, state school, and private technical school) 

–  The difference between loans and grants. 

– The financial consequence of dropping out, failing courses 



Ensure that Youth Understand the Cost of 
Postsecondary Ed. and How to Pay for It 

 Establish Eligibility for Chafee Education and Training Grant 

(ETG) 

– Youth who were in care when they were age 16 or older 

(includes youth who are now in PLCS adopted, etc.) 

 Make clear status as an Independent Student on FAFSA 

– Young person who were wards of the court at age 13 or 

older (includes youth who are now in PLCS, adopted, etc.) 

 Seek all state grants  

– PHEAA Higher Ed. Access Partner –Allegheny--Kimberly 

McCurdy 

kmccurdy@pheaa.org 

(724) 734-8550 

mailto:kmccurdy@pheaa.org


Financial Resources—Continued  

 Seek scholarships and grants targeted at foster and 

disadvantaged youth: 

– Child Welfare Resource Center, A Student’s Guide to 

Financial Aid And Scholarships for the 2013-2014  

Academic Year, located at 

– Youth should look at Independentlivingpa.org 

http://www.independentlivingpa.org/  

– Encourage youth to contact older youth through Youth 

Advisory Board 

 

 

http://www.independentlivingpa.org/


Retention in Postsecondary Ed.: 
Making the Right Choices    

 Help youth with decision making process so they 

choose a program that:  

– Interests them and helps them achieve identified goals 

– Is equipped to meet any special needs  

– they are able to finance w/out undue burden 

Ensure that youth understand their right to remain in care until age 21 

and how that can impact living costs while pursuing education or 

training. Factors to consider include: Cost of housing and board 

during school and beaks; Health insurance; plan for repayment of 

loans  

                                          



Improving Retention in Postsecondary 
Ed.: Provide Support  

 Help the youth access any child welfare and supportive 

services that will aid with the transition to postsecondary ed.   

– Tutoring or mentoring  

– Continued IL services that facilitate a good adjustment 

(budgeting, time management, social interactions, 

navigating pubic transportation) 

– Behavioral health services  

 Frontload support and increase monitoring of youth’s case as 

youth begins program.  

– Youth are often reluctant to ask for help as they get older. 

– Increased interest/monitoring helps set a positive tone and 

enables pro-active responses. 

– Prepare youth for lack of structure in college 

 



Retention in Postsecondary Ed.: Promote 
Access to Academic Support Programs 

 Most programs have student support programs that 
are targeted at improving retention for 
disadvantaged youth.   

 Services often include: tutoring, counseling, and 
other support.  

 State funded Act 101 Program   
 Act 101 Directory: http://www.pheaa.org/partner-

access/schools/pdf/act-101/act-101-directory.pdf 

 Examples of local programs:  
– UPitt FOCUS (Facilitating Opportunity and Climate for 

Underrepresented Students.) 

– CCAC Pittsburgh Promise Scholars Initiative 



Retention Considerations for Youth 
with Special Needs 

 Ensure that youth with special needs have 
considered whether they need 504 plan so that 
accommodations will be in place as soon as the 
youth begins.  

 Ensure that the youth has considered training 
and education options through the Office of 
Vocational Rehabilitation. 
– provides assessment, planning, training and 

educational programs as well as funds such programs 

– Resource for advocacy with OVR—Client assistance 
program www.equalemployment.org  

http://www.equalemployment.org/


        Key Points to Remember 

 Access to postsecondary begins EARLY 

 Work with youth over time to understand the 

importance of postsecondary education and what they 

will gain by going on in school 

 Plan must be youth driven and detailed to be effective 

 Support youth through application process and explain 

the financial process and consequences 

 Prepare youth for the lack of structure in college 

 For youth with special education needs, transition 

planning begins at age 14, must be coordinated with 

other plans and a 504 Plan developed. 



Contact Information  

 
Maura McInerney, Esq.  

Education Law Center 

www.elc-pa.org 

mmcinerney@elc-pa.org 

215-238-6970, ext. 316 
 

 Jennifer Staley McCrady, Esq.  

KidsVoice 

www.kidsvoice.org  

jstaley@kidsvoice.org  
412-391-3100 
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